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PREFACE. 



It is the writer's aim in this little work to lead 
children to understand the Scriptures, and to 
delight in them. By avoiding complicated de- 
tails, and by using the simplest language, the 
writer has endeavoured to supply children with 
a help to the understanding of the Scriptures, 
equivalent to that which commentaries afford to 
adults. 

Experience has shown that this familiar intro* 
daction does not tend to divert the young mind 
from the Sacred Writings themselves, but, on 
the contrary, to excite an interest in them. Most 
willingly, indeed, does this little work yl^ld ^x^- 
cedence to the parent's voice, ll \v^'s» xvoV ^^ 
name power to attract attentVou oy \x> Xjc»xO^ ^^^'^ 
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PREFAbE. ' 

heart : yet it may occupy a secondary place, 
ser\^e as a memorial of parental instruction. 

Many events of an episodical character 1 
- been omitted, with a view of rendering more 
:deiit the scope of the Scriptures. The pron 
made to Abraham, partially fulfilled in the 
tlement of Israel in Canaan, and fully ac< 
plished in Christ, occupy the principal plac 
the Old Testament. Upon these promises P< 
Stephen, and Paul,* laid the chief stress in 
brief outlines of the divine dispensations, w! 
they drew on several public occasions, and 
exhibited the Lord as the God " which keej 
truth for ever." 



* Acts iii. ; vii. ; xiii. 
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CHAPTER I * 

THE CREATION. 
Gen. i. 

My dear children, — I know that you have 
heard that God made the world. Could a 
man have made the world ? No ; a man 
could not make such a world as this. 

Men csin make some things, such as boxes 
and baskets. Perhaps you know a man who 
can make a box. Suppose you were to shut 

* The teacher will generally find the proof of every 
statement, either in the chapters of the Bihle referred to 
at the beginning of each chapter in this book, or in the 
note« affixed ; but in the opening of this work the proofs 
are often withheld, because they have already \m«ii %y9%\l 
ia those parts of the '* Peep of Day" in ic^Oo. ^« iW(&» 
MttbjectM tare treated. 
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him up in a room, which was quite empty, 
and you were to say to him, " You shall come, 
out when you have made a box,'' — would the 
man ever come out ? No — never. A man 
could not make a box, except he had some- 
thing to make it of. He must have some 
wood, or some tin, or some pasteboard, or 
some other thing. But God had nothing to 
make the world of. He only spoke, and it 
was made.^ 

Making things of nothing, is called " creat- 
ing." No one can create anything but God.'* 

Do you know why God is called the Crea- 
tor? It is because he created all things. 
There is only one Creator. Angels cannot 
create things, nor can men. They could not 
create one drop of water, or one little fly. 

You know that God was six days in creat- 
ing the world. I will tell you what he did 
on each day. 

I. 

On the first day, God said, '* Let there 
be light," and there was light. 

* Things which are seen were not made of things that 
do appear, — ^Heb. zi. 3. 
* Tbou baat created all thlDgs.— Rev. W* W. 
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II. 

On the second day, God spoke again, and 
there was water very high : that water is 
called the clouds. There was also water very 
low. There was nothing but water to be 
seen : God filled every place with air : but 
you know the air cannot be seen. 

III. 

On the third day, God spoke, and the 
dry land appeared from under the water; 
and the water ran down into one deep place 
that God had prepared.^ God called the 
dry land Earth, and he called the water Seas. 
We walk upon the dry land. We cannot 
walk upon the sea. The sea is always rol- 
ling up and down ; but it can never come out 
of the great place where God has put it. 
God spoke and things grew out of the earth. 
Can you tell me what things grew out of the 
earth? Grass, and com, and trees, and 
flowers. 

IV. 

On the fourth day, God spoke and the 

• Who shut op the sea with doors, aa^ 'bw^L'^ >i^ W^*. 
17 decreed place l-^Job xxxviii. 8, 10. 
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sun, and moon, and stars were made. God 
ordered the sun to come every morning, and 
to go away in the evening,^ because God did 
not choose that it should be always light. 
It is best that it should be dark at night, 
when we are asleep. But Gtxl lets the moon 
shine in the night, and the stars also; so 
that if we go out in the night, we have a 
little light There are more stars than we 
can count. 

V. 

On the fifth day, God began to make 

things that are alive. He spoke, and the 

water was filled with fishes, and birds flew 

out of the water, and perched upon the trees. 

VI. 

On the sixth day, God spoke, and the 
beasts came out of the earth : lions, sheep, 
cows, horses, and all kinds of beasts came 
out of the earth, as well as all kinds of 
creeping things, such as bees, ants, and 
worms, who creep upon the earth. 

At last, God made a man. God said, " Let 

^ T^e BUD knoweth hiu going do¥rn.^?«. cvr « \9« ' 
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US make man in our likeness»^^ To whom 
did God speak ? To his Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ : his Son was with him when he 
made the world. God made man^s body of 
the dusty and then breathed into him. The 
man had a soul, as well as a body. So the 
man could think of God. Afterwards God 
made the woman of a piece of the flesh and 
bone from the man's side, as you have heard 
before. 

God gave all the other creatures to Adam 
and Eve; and he blessed them, and put 
them into the garden of £den, and desired 
Adam to take care of the garden. 

When Grod had finished all his works, he 
saw that they were very good. He was 
pleased with the things he had made. They 
were all very beautiful. The light was glo- 
rious ; the air was sweet ; the earth was lover 
ly, clothed in green ; the sun and moon shone 
brightly in the heavens ; the birds, and 
beasts, and all the living creatures, were 

^ In the beginning was the word , and the word was 
with God ; and the word was God, A\\ \\i\R^ ^«t<fe 
mad& hjr bim, — John i. 1 , 3, 
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good and happy, and Adam and Eve were 
the best of all, for they could think of God, 
and praise him. 

VII. 

You know there are seven days in the 
week. Now, on the seventh day, God did 
not make anything ; but he rested from all 
his works. He called the seventh day his 
own day, because he rested on it This is 
the reason people rest on the seventh day, 
and call it Gtxl^s day. It is the sabbath 
day. It is the day for praising Gt>d.^ 

None of the creatures that G^ had made 
in the six days could praise him with their 
tongues, except Adam and Eve. 

Angels in heaven can praise God, and 
men upon earth. 

My little children, do you ever praise 
God? You have learned little hymns in 
his praise. Perhaps you kndw the hymn 
that begins, 

* I went with them to the boase of God, with the voice 
of joy and praite, with a maltitade that kept h^ly-day, — 
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" And now another day is gone, 
111 sing my Maker's praise." 

Does God like to hear you praise him ? 
Yes ; when you think of him while you are 
praising him. 

Angels always praise God with their hearts, 
and so should we. 

Let us now count the things that God 
made on each day : — 

First day, Light. 

Second day, Air and Clouds. 

Third day, Earth and Sea, and the things 
that grow. 

Fourth day. Sun, Moon, and Stars. 

Fifth day. Fishes and Birds. 

Sixth day, Beasts and Creeping Things, 
and Alan. 

Seventh day. Nothing ; God rested. 

HYMN I. 

All things the mighty Lord, 

Created hy his word ; 

And all his creatares are. 

From worm to brightest star ; 
His wonders none can imitate, * 

Or out ofaotluDg can create. 
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Were angels to unite 
Their heavenly skill and might. 
How vainly they would try 
To make one little fly ! 
For life they never could bestow, 
Nor make the meanest flower to grow. 

Angels so fair and strong 

Unto the Lord belong ; 

From him their beauty came ; 

Tis he sustains their frame : 
They could not live one single hour. 
Unless supported by his power* 

And this the angels know j 

Around God's throne they bow, 

And humbly they confess. 

Their own un worthiness ; 
And atiill the King of kings admire 
And praise him with their tongues of fire. 

Far lower should J lie 
Before the Lord most high ; 
For how can I compare 
With angels strong and fair ! 
I who am made of sinful clay. 
And like the grass shall fade away. 
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THE SIN OF ADAH. 
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THE SIN OF ADAM. 



You remember that God put Adam and 
Eve in a pretty garden. There they lived 
very happily. They never quarrelled with 
each other : they were never sick nor in pain. 
Adam worked in the sweet garden ; but not 
so hard as to tire himself. His work was 
quite pleasant ; for it was never too hot nor 
too cold in that sweet garden ; and there 
were no weeds nor thistles growing in the 
ground. 

You know there was one tree of which 
Adam might not eat. The name of the tree 
was " The tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil.'* 

God had said, that if Adam ate of it, he 
should die. Adam and Eve might eat of all 
the other trees in the garden. 

Do you not think that they had fruit 
enough without eating of the tree of know- 
ledge of good and evil ? They did not wist 
to eat of it, as God had told them not 
They loved God. He was their friend, anc 
used to walk and talk with them in the 
garden. Now you shall hear how Adan: 
and Eve grew wicked. 
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You know that there are a great many 
wicked angels ; one of them is called " Sa- 
tan," and he is the prince of the wicked 
angels. Satan knew that if Adam and Eve 
grew wicked, they would die and go to 
hell. Satan hated them, and wished to 
make them unhappy ; so he thought, ^^ I 
will try and persuade them to eat that fruit 
which God has told them not to eat.^ So 
Satan put on the body of a serpent^ and 
came into the garden* 

He saw Eve: he pretended to be kind, 
and said to her, ^' Why do you not eat of 
the fruit ?'' 

But she said, ^^ Grod has told us not to 
eat of that fruit, and that if we do, we shall 
die." 

But the serpent said, ^* No ; you shall not 
die ; but this fruit will make you wise, like 
God." 

The woman was afraid to eat; but she 
looked, and thought the fruit nice; she look- 

■ That old serpent, caUed the devil, and Satan, whioh de- 
ceiyeth the whole world, — Key. xii» 9. 
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ed again, and thought it pretty ;« and she 
thought '* I should like to be wise."" So 
she took the fruit, and gave some to Adam. 

Sad was that hour ! no more happy days 
for Adam and Eve. They were grown 
naughty ; they knew they had done wrong ; 
they were afraid of God. Soon they heard 
his voice in the garden ; they went and hid 
themselves among the thick trees. They 
wished they had some clothes to cover them ; 
but they had only some leaves that they 
sewed together. 

God called Adam, and said, '^ Where art 
thou r 

Then Adam said, ^* I was afraid because I 
was naked, and I hid myself.^ 

Then God said, " Who told you that 
you were naked ? have you eaten of that 
tree r 

Then Adam said, " The woman you gave 
me to be with me, she gave me of the tree, 
and I did eat.'^ 

* And when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
/ood^ and that it was pleasant to the eyes, &c«— 6en« iii* 6. 
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God said to the woman, ^^ What is this 
that thou hast done ?^^ 

And she said, **' The serpent deceived me, 
and I did eat.^' 

God was angry with them all, but most 
of all with the serpent. God cursed him, 
and said, ^^ You shall always crawl on the 
ground, and eat dust." 

Then God said to the woman, '^ You shall 
often be sick, and Adam shall be your mas- 
ter, and you must obey him,^ 

And God said to Adam, ^' You shall 
work hard, and dig the ground : thorns and 
thistles shall grow ; you shall have bread to 
eat ; but you shall be obliged to work so 
hard that drops of sweat shall often stand 
upon your forehead ; you shall be sad while 
you live, and at last you shall die; your 
body was made of dust, and it shall turn into 
dust again."* 

What sad punishments these were ! How 
sad Adam and Eve must have felt when 
they heard them ! But this was not all : they 
were not allowed to stay in the ipte\X^ ^gKi- 
deo. Gixi drove them out, atkA GcA ^o\5A 

c 
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not let them come into the garden again : sc 
he desired an angel with a fiery sword tc 
stand near it ; yet God showed his pity b} 
giving them clothes made of skins of beasts. 
They had tried to make clothes of the leaves 
of the trees, but God gave them bettei 
clothes. 

Where do you think the souls of Adan 
and Eve must go when their bodies were 
dead P To Satan ? That was what Satar 
hoped. But the blessed Lord Jesus had 
promised his Father to come down and gav€ 
Adam and Eve, and their children, from 
heU. 

Adam and Eve knew that a child shoulc 
one day be born, who should save people 
frbfn going to hell.^ So they had some com- 
fort in their hearts, when they went out o; 
the garden* 

It was a long while before Jesus did mak< 
himself a little child, and did come into this 

' God said to the serpent, in the presence of Adam an< 
Eye, " I will put enmity between thee and the woman 
and between thj seed and her seed ; it sb^l bruise tb; 
^eoif, and thoa s^ialt hroi§e his h66l.''-^«a. m. \&. 
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world, but at last he came, and died upo 
the cross. 

My little children, was it not very kind < 
Jesus to say that he would come and d 
for us? — ought we not to love him vei 
much ? 

HYMN II. 

How pleasant once was Adam's toil 

In Eden's cool retreat ! 
But now he tills a thorny soil. 

And faints heneath the heat. 

How lovely once, (how altered nowl) 

Were Adam's form and face ! 
Bright was that eye, and smooth that brow. 
Now clouded by disgrace. 

His hair turns grey, his body stoops 

Beneath the weight of years ; 
And Eve with pain and sickness droops. 

And from her eyes flow tears. 

Yet murmur not, O wretched pair. 

Against the Lord Most High ; 
He made you happy, good, and fair. 

And warn'd you not to die. 

And now h« kindly promises 

To wash your sins away. 
And let you taste of happiness 

WJbj'ob never ghaU decay* 
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This promise, too, will cost him dear ; 

(But, Oh ! his love is great ;) 
His only Son must suffer here. 

And die 'midst scorn and hate. 

A sweeter paradise is won. 

Than you in Eden lost ; 
There God shines brighter than the sun. 

Amidst his heavenly host. 

A few more years of suffering past, 
Your souls shall reach that shore 

Your bodies, at the trumpet's blast. 
Shall rise to die no more. 



CHAPTER III. 

CAIN AND ABEL. 
Gen. iv. 

After Adam and Eve were turned out of 
the garden, they had two little children ; 
their names were Cain and AbeL 

Cain was wicked like Satan ; but Abel 

was good ; for though his heart was naughty, 

yet God put his holy Spirit in it, so that he 

Joved God. Abel was sorry for Vd% dus^ and 
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asked God to forgive him ;> and: Ood did 
forgive him. 

Cain and Abel were obliged to work hard 
like Adam their father. Cain dug the ground, 
and planted trees, and reaped CQrn. Abel 
took care of sheep ; he was a shepherd. 

Now I will tell you how Cain and Abel 
behaved to God. 

God did not walk and talk with people 
then, as he had done in the garden ; but 
he did speak sometimes, and he allowed peo- 
ple to pray to him. You know that Jesus 
had promised to die for Adam and his chil- 
dren, and that was the reason that God was 
so kind to them. 

God wished them always to remember that 
Jesus had promised to die for them ; so he 
taught them a way of keeping it in their 
mind. 

He told them to heap up stones, (this 
heap was called an aUar,) and then to put 

1 All h^ve sinned> and come short of the glory of God. — 
Bom. iii. 25. 
(By faith) the elders obtAined a good te^oiV*— %^% 
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sonlitf/wood on the altar ; and to take a lamb, 
or a kid, and to bind it with a rope to the 
altar : then to take a knife, and to kill the 
lamb; and then to burn it an the altan 
Doing this, was called ^' offering a sacrifice/' 

When people did this, God wished them 
to think how he would one day let his Son 
die for their sins.^ When Jesus was nailed 
to the cross, he was like a lamb tied to the 
altar.' 

■Abel brought lambs, and offered them up 
to God ; and Abel thought of God'*s pro- 
mise, so God was pleased with Abel, and 
with his sacrifice. But Cain did not obej 
God, but brought some fruit, instead of a 
lamb ; and so God was angry with Cain, and 
did not like his sacrifice. 

Then Cain was very angry, and hated 
Abel, because he was good, and because 
Gt>d loved him best. Cain was envious of 
Abel. 

' By faith, Abel offered unto Go4 a more excellent sa- 
crifice thm Ceio. — Heb. li. 4. 
'Behold Una Lamb^ of God, wfaxcb taketb away the Win of 
/^e f^f/<ff — John i, 29, -^ « v * . 






^o^ 1"^^ p^e^/"" r*« Cat T'- 

:?'^ »«. iK •" "P"' upon ,. 

! said. "V ^^* ""e not b. Lf'^^'' i 

''o w-e/jr °"^ from t>l! ^ "^ ^^^ 



2EL CAIN ^NP ABKL. 

and built houses for himself and his children* 
They lived in wickedness; they were the 
children of the devil, and cared not for 
God. 

So Adam and Eve lost both their sons in 
one day ; for Cain went a great way off, and 
Abel died. How they must have wept, as 
they put dear Abel in the ground ! But 
they must have wept still more to think 
that Cain was so wicked. 

Why did they eat the fruit when Satan 
bid them ? If they had not eaten the fruit 
they would never have been unhappy : Cain 
would not have been wicked, and Abel would 
not have died. But God had pity on Adam 
and Eve, and gave them another son, who 
was made good by God's Spirit: he was 
called Seth. 

The children of Seth feared God; and 
God loved them, and called tliem his chil- 
dren. 

HYMN HI. 

Cain was the babe that first €>o earth, 

Kejoic'd a mother's sight ; 
Now Eve laments the' infai^Ta \At\Xi, ' 
Oace hail'd with fond AA\gU* ' 
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O how could she foresee this day. 
When she beheld her child. 

As wn^t in slumbers soft he lay. 
Or playfully he smiled I 

But though 80 loyely to the view. 

Evil lay hid within ; 
And Satan watch'd him, as he grew. 

And £uin*d the sparks of sin. 

At length Cain shed his brother's blood. 
Then sought the deed to hide ; 

Now banished from his parents* God, 
He wanders far and wide* 

CHILD. 

Guard me, O Lord, from Satan's power. 

For he walks to and fro. 
And, like a lion, would devour 

The souls of men below. 

Pride, hate, and envy, are the chains. 
By which he holds them hat ; 

Nor lets them know what bitter pains 
Their sins shall bring at last. 
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THE FLOOD. 

Gen. yi. yii. yiii. ix. 

Cain had a great many childretv ; ^^\\\ \\«^^ 
a great many children. 
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^ At last, Adam and Eve died, and C 

died, and Seth died ; but still there wer 
great many people in the world. Were 
people good or wicked ? 
t! At first, some were good, but at last t 

all grew wicked, except one man : his m 
was Noah.* The Spirit of God was in 
heart, and he loved God. 

God was very angry with the wicked j 
pie, and he determined to punish them. 

God said to Noah, *' I shall make it i 
so much that all people shall be drowr 
except you, and your wife, and your c 
dren."" 

Then God told Noah to make a great i 
i| What is an ark? It is like a boat, o 

ship. Noah made a very great ark, wli 
would swim upon the top of the water, w" 
God should drown the wicked people. 

Noah made the ark of wood. Noah 



r 
' f 



down many trees, and cut boards, and : 

tened them together. He made one dooi 

the ark, and one little window at the to] 

Noah told the people that Gt)d was go 

'Noab, a preacher of ngbteoufiueM^— t l?Ck\Ai vi. 5. 
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to drown the world, and advised them to 
leave off their wickedness. 

But they would not mind. Still they 
went on eating and drinking, and not think- 
ing of God, nor trying to please him.* 

God did not choose that all the beasts, and 
birds, and insects should be drowned; so 
he desired Noah to get some birds of every 
sort, and some beasts of every sort^ and some 
insects of every sort, and to bring them into 
the ark. God could make all these animals 
go quietly into the ark. Noah put corn, and 
fruity and grass into the ark for them to eat 
when they were in the ark. 

So Noah got some birds of every sort ; 
some doves, some ravens, some eagles, some 
sparrows, some larks, some goldfinches, and 
many others, and they flew in at the window. 
Noah got some beasts of every kind, some 
sheep, some horses, some dogs : and he got 
some insects of every kind ; some butterflies, 
some ants, some bees. 

* They did eat, they drank, they married wiyea, ll^«^ 
were given in marriage, until the day t!b».\. '^Q^ ctiJwt^i^ 
into the ark, and the flood came and deBltoye^ ^cta^J^*— 
'^ake xvii, iT, 
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All these went into the ark ; for Grod made 
them gentle and obedient. Then Noah him-^ 
self went in with his wife, his three sons* an(%^ 
their wives. How many people were there ii^ 
the ark.^ — eightpeople. But Noahdid not shu^ 
the door : God shut the door, and Noah knew- 
that he must not open it till God bid him. 

Then it began to rain. It rained ail day 
and all night. What did the wicked people 
think now ? How they must have wished 
that they had minded Noah ! If they climb- 
ed trees the water soon reached to the tops; 
if they went up high mountains, as high as 
the clouds, the water rose as high as they ; 
for it rained forty days and forty nights. 
All beasts, and birds, and men, and children 
died, except those that were in the ark. 

At last, nothing was to be seen but water, 
and the ark floating upon the top of the 
water. How long did Noah live in the ark ? 
Almost one whole year. 

A long while after it had left off raining, 

Noah wished to know whether the waters 

were dried up. He went among bis Inrils, 

ahif he chose a raven, and let it bixt'clrlhe 

ir/ndow. A raven is a fierce bilTA"''At;S\aL 
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not like the ark ; though there were no trees 
to be seen, nothing but water, yet the raven 
would not go back to Noah, but went on 
flying night and day over the water. 

When Noah saw that the raven did not 
come back, he went again among his birds, 
and chose a dove. A dove is a very gentle 
bird. Noah put it out at the window ; and 
when it saw nothing but water, the dove 
came back to the ark. Noah knew when 
his bird was come back, (perhaps it pecked 
at the window,) and he put out his hand 
and pulled it in. 

Noah waited seven days, then Noah sent 
the dove out again ; and this time the dove 
saw some trees ; yet the dove did not stay, 
but plucked ofi^ a leaf with its beak, and 
came back to Noah. Noah must have loved 
his good little dove. 

Noah waited seven days more, and then he 
sent out the dove again, and this time it 
did not come back. Now Noah knew that 
the earth was dry, but he waited in the ark, 
till God. told him to go out. 

Afhf$t, God. a^id, " Go owl oi \)k^^ %xV> 
V^Mi^ your Yfi(e^ ypui tbtee TOXvv^^'^^ 
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their three wives, and the birds, and the 
beasts, and the insects, and all the creeping 
things/' 

When the door was open, the beasts came 
out How glad the sheep must have been 
to lie down again upon the soft grass, and 
the goats to climb the high hills ! 

When the window was open, the birds 
flew out. How glad they must have been to 
perch again among the trees ! 

Noah saw all the green hills and fields 
again ; but where were all the wicked people ? 
he would never see their faces again. 

Noah remembered God^s goodness in saving 
him from being drowned. He made a heap 
of stones for an altar ; he took some beasts 
and birds, and offered a sacrifice to God. God 
was pleased with this sacrifice. 

Then God made a very kind promise to 
Noah. He said, " I will never drown the 
world again. When it rains, do not think 
there will be a flood. Look up in the sky 
after the rain, and you will see a bow. That 
shall be the sign that I remember my pro- 

Have you seen a rainbovr, deax ACMiWi^ 
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How large it is ! What beautiful colours it 
has ! It puts us in mind of Grod*s kind pro- 
mise not to. drown the world any more. 

You know wliy God made this kind pro- 
mise. It was because the Lord Jesus would 
one day die for people^s sins. 

At last Jesus did come down and die ; and 
one day he will come again, and then he will 
burn the world. I hope we shall then be 
saved as Noah was ; but if God should find 
us caring only for eating, and drinking, and 
playing, and not trying to please him, we 
should be burned up.^ 

HYMN IV. 

O tell me how the natioog passM 
. The day before the flood : 
O ! did they know it was the last ? 
And did they call on God t 

In merriment 
Their time is spent ^ 
Thej sing, and play. 
And dance away ; 

> Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts 
be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and care* 
of thii life, and bo that day come upon "yoxi uii'd.'?i%i«!&«— ^ 
LaAe xxi. 34, 
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Tbej eat and drink. 
And Mule think 
They stand on endless ruin*s brink. 

Some rear the walls 
Of sumptuous halls ; 
Some join their hands 
In marriage bands ; 
Some sell, and buy ; 
All vainly try 
To flee from God's all*seeing eye. 

But God no more will silence keep ; 

He pours his wrath from high. 
Unlocks the fountains of the deep, " 

And windows of the sky. 

The clattering rain 
Descends amain : 
The rivers roar. 
The torrents pour ; 
The waters rise 
Till piteous cries 
No more are heard beneath the skies. 

At first, in flocks. 
They climb the rocks ; 
Nor fear to creep 
Up mountains steep ; 
But waters flow 
Where'er they go. 
And waab them to the depl>\a>>c\Q'«f. 



Behold joftt Noah safely ride 

Upon the mighly deep ; 
While all who once God's word defied. 

Beneath the waters sleep. 

CHILD. ■■ 
Sudden as that tremendous day. 

The judgment hour shall come ; 
Thousands shall then be swept away. 

And meet an awful doom. 

Let me not count these words a dream. 

And still refuse to hear ; 
However far the time may seem, 

Each hour it draws more near. 

When once the fire begins to burn, 

'Twill be too late to pray ; 
Now from my cry God will not turn 

His gracious ear away. 



CHAPTER V. 

ABRAHAM, OR TU£ PROMISED LAND. 

Gen. xii. 1<~9. 

Noah's sods had many children, and they 
lad manj children, and at \a^i\)aet^Ni^\^^ 
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great many people in the world. Were these 
people good or bad ? They] were bad. They 
did one very wicked thing. They cut down 
trees, and made the wood into little images, 
like dolls ; then stuck them up and kneeled 
down and prayed to the images, and said, 
** These images are our gods; they made 
us, and they give us food to eat." These 
images were called idols. 

Most of the people in the world worshipped 
idols, instead of the true God. Sometimes 
the idols were made of wood, sometimes of 
stone, or silver, or gold. 

How glad I am, my dear children, that 
your mothers did not teach you to pray to 
idols ! When you first could speak they told 
you about the true God and taught you to 
pray to him. 

God looked down from heaven, and saw the 
people worshipping idols, and God was very 
angry.^ But he did not kill them all, because 

* The wrath of God is repealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness. They are without excuse ; because that> 
wben they knew God, they glorified him not as God. — 
Tioia. I, 18, 20, 21, 



THE PSOMISSD LAKO. 31 

Jesus had said be would die for the sing of 
men.* 

Then God said, ^^ I will choose one roan, 
and teach him to love me, and to be my ser-^ 
vant.^ Now there was a man called Abraham. 
His father and his friends worshipped idols* 
God said to Abraham, '^ Leave your own 
home and your own friends, and go to a coun* 
try which I will show you, and I will bless 
you and take care of you/' 

Abraham did not know where God would 
tell him to go,^ yet Abraham went because 
God told him to go. Abraham was obedient* 

Abraham had a wife, called Sarah, whom 

' I will give thee for a lig^ht to the Gentiles ; that tboa 
mtyeet he my saltation unto the enj of the earth. — Lsa. 
xliz. 6. 

And the times of this ignorance God winked at ; hut now 
commandeth all men everywhere to repent. — Acts z?ii. 30, 

'Who raited up the righteous man from the east, c«ll§d 
him to his foot. — Isa. xli. 2. 

Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old 
time, eren Terah, the father of Ahraham, &c. ; and they 
terved other gods, — Josh. xxiv. 2. 

Thou art the Lord, the God, who didst choose Ahram. — 
Nehem. is. 7. 

* (Abraham) went oot, not knowing \i)hiih)eT\ift^«^^.<^ 
Heb, ju. S, 
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h^ loved very much. Sarah went with Abra- 
ham. Abraham took some sheep, and cows^ 
and asses with him, and some servants, who 
d^Qvethem and fed them. 

But wh^re could Abrahain sleep at night? 
TTh^re were very few houses to be seen ; only 
Qelds ^nd trees. Abraham slept in a tent. 
H^ m&de the tent with long sticks, and co- 
vered it over with skins of beasts. 

Abraham could move his tent from place 
to place ; for he had to travel a great many 
miles over high hills and wide rivers. At 
last he came to a beautiful country, full of 
trees and flowers and grass and corn. This 
was the place that God chose Abraham 
should live in. This place was called Canaan. 
Abraham still lived in a tent. Sometimes 
he made a heap of stones, called an altar, and 
offered sacrifices of beasts to God. Abraham 
never worshipped idols ; but all the people 
in Canaan did. 

God often spoke to Abraham, and said, 

" I will bless you, and take care of you, and 

no one shall hurt you." God was pleased 

tAat Abraham bad left his owu home when 
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told him; and God called him his 
end,^ 

Dear children : I hope that you will be 
e Abraham, and that you will mind what 
>d says in the Bible. God has not told you 
leave your home ; but he has told you to 
good . and gentle, to speak the truth, and 

love him, and he has promised to take 
u to heaven. If you obey God, he will 
11 you his friend.^ How pleasant to be 
xi^s friend ! 

HYMN V. 

Blest was the choice that Abraham made, 
When he the voice of God obey'd. 

And left his kindred dear. 
What though he knew not where he went, 
And passed his days within a fent. 

He knew that God was near. 

And when he saw the heathen round, 
Beneath each tree, upon each mound. 

Before their idols bend, 
Could he enough his love express, 
For Him who promised still to bless. 

And chose him for his friend t 

(Abraham) was called the friend of God. — James ii« 

Ye are my friends if ye do w\mlaOftN w \ w^wass^^ 
, — Join XV, 14« 
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The friend of God !— The angels fair 
No sweeter name than this could hear, 

However high their state ; 
Yet may a creature, made of clay. 
Who will the Lord'a commands ohey, 

Ohtain this honour great.^ 



CHAPTER VI. 

ABRAHAM, OR TH£ PROMISED CHILJI. 
Gen. xy. ; xviii. 1 — 22. ; xxi, 1 — 6. 

Abraham and Sarah lived in a tent in tb( 
land of Canaan. They had no little child 
Abraham was a very old man, and Saral 
was a very old woman. They were botl: 
much older than your grandfather and grand- 
mother. Abraham was almost one hundred 
years old, and Sarah was almost ninety. 

One night God said to Abraham, " Come 
out of your tent, and look up at the sky. 
What do you see ?" 

7 Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I command you. 
— Joluj XV, 14, 
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The sky was full of stars, more than could 
be counted. And God said, " You shall have 
a great many grandchildren and great-grand- 
children, and they shall have more children, 
and they shall have more children, till there 
are as many people as there are stars in the 
sky ; and they shall live in the land of Ca- 
naan, and the wicked people shall be turned 
out of it." 

Now Abraham had not even one little 
child ; yet he believed that Ood would do as 
he had promised. It was very right of Abra- 
ham to believe all that God said ; for God 
always speaks the truth and keeps his 
word. 

One day, Abraham was sitting in his tent. 
It was about twelve o'clock in the day, and 
it was very hot indeed, but the tent was 
under a ttee. Abraham looked up^ and he 
saw three men a little way off. He ran to 
meet them, and bowed down, and said to one 
of the men, ** My lord, pray come and rest 
yourself, and let me bring a little water to 
wash yodr feet, and a little bread for you to 
eat, and thea yoa can go otv 'jovrc Y^x- 
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ney.*^ And the men said that they would 
rest themselves. 

Who do you think these men were ? They 
were angels, though they looked like men. 
They had come from heaven with a message 
from God to Abraham. For you know that 
God sends his angels on messages to men. 
Angels are often near us though we cannot 
see them. 

The angels sat outside the tent under the 
shade of the tree. Sarah was in the tent. 
Abraham said to Sarah, ^^ Take some flour, 
and make some cakes, and bake them very 
quickly.^' Then Abraham ran to his cattle, 
and took a fat calf, and said to one of his ser- 
vants, " Kill it, and roast it quickly.'' 

When it was ready, Abraham brought some 
butter, and some milk, and the cakes, and 
the calf, and spread the dinner under the 
tree. The three men began to eat, and 
Abraham stood by them. 

While they were eating, they said to Abrar 

ham, " Where is Sarah your wife?'* Ajad 

Abraham said, " She is in the tent.'* Then 

one of the men said, ^^ Sarah shall have a 

son."*^ 
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Sarah heard what the angel said, and she 
could not believe that she would reaUy have 
a child now she was so very old: so she 
laughed to herself. 

The angel said, " Why did Sarah laugh ? 
She shall certainly have a son.'' Then Sarah 
said, '^ I did not laugh ;" for she was afraid. 
But the angel said, " You did laugh.'' 

Then the three men got up, and went on 
farther. Abraham walked with them a little 
way, and then came back to his tent. 

Do you think that God remembered his 
promise ? The next year Sarah had a son. 
His name was Isaac. He was a good child, 
and God loved him. Abraham and Sarah 
were much pleased with their little son. 

So you see that God kept his promise. He 
had said that Abraham and Sarah should 
have a little son, and he gave them a son. It 
was right of Abraham to believe God's pro- 
mise, and God, too, was pleased with Abra- 
hath^for believing what he said.^ Sarah did 

. >, ([r^brahan^j) i^l^ggered not at the promise of God throudb 
unbelief; b^t waa stronc^ in faitb, giving ^^x^ V^ ^^\ 
knd^Sihg ifi^'pennaded that wlittt\ie\iii,^'^i^\!$ife^V^^ 

IS. 
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not believe at first; but she believed afl 
wards ;^ and God was pleased with 
too. 

My little children, you should believe 
God's promises. What has God promisi 
To give yoii the Holy Spirit if you ask h 
Do you believe his promise ? Then praj 
God to give you the Spirit. He will k 
his promise and give it to you. 



CHAPTER VII. 

ABRAHAM, OR THE TRIAL OF LOVE. 

Gen. xxii. 

At last, Isaac grew up to be a man. 
lived in a tent as Abraham and Sarah ( 
They all three loved God, and loved e 
other very much. It was a happy little 
mily. 

was able also to perform : and therefore it was impute 
i^m for righteousness. — Horn. iv^. SO — ^^, 
^ Heb. xi.lU 
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Now you know that Abraham had a great 
many things. He had cows, and asses, sheep 
and goats, tents and servants, silver and gold. 
But he had one thing that he loved more than 
any of these. What was that? His son, 
his dear son, Isaac. He loved him more 
than anything else he had. 

Yet there was one person whom Abraham 
loved even better still. Who was that ? 
God. Why ought Abraham to have loved 
God better than all P Because God had 
given him all he had. 

At last, God said he would try Abraham, 
to see whether he loved him more than ant/- 
thing in the world ; more even than he loved 
his son Isaac. You have heard how Abra- 
ham used to burn lambs upon altars. Now 
Gt)d said to Abraham, " Take your dear 
son Isaac, and offer him up on an altar in a 
place that I will show you." 

Was not this a very hard thing for Abra- 
ham to do P But Abraham wished to do all 
God told him ; because Abraham loved God 
so much. So Abraham cut down some wood 
to bur/j / he put the wood upon axi a^%, a\A 
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he told two of fak servants and Isaac to come 
with hiiQ. He left Sarah in the tent at home; 
They all four walked on for three days : at 
last they saw a high hill a great way off. 
Abraham knew that was the place where be 
was to build the altar ; so he said to his ser* 
vants, '^ Stay down here with the ass, while 
Isaac and I go and worship God on the top 
of the hill/' He took the wood off the ass, 
and bound it round Isaac with a rope. Then 
he took some fire in one of his hands, and a 
knife in the other, and Abraham and Isaac 
walked up the hill together. 

Isaac did not know that his father was 
going to offer him as a sacrifice ; he thought 
that his father would offer a lamb. So he 
said, " Father.'* Abraham answered, " Here 
am I, my son.*' And Isaac said, " Here is 
fire and wood ; but where is the lamb ?" 
" My son,'* said Abraham, " God will find 
a lamb ;*' but Abraham did not tell Isaac 
that he was to be the lamb. 

At last they came to the top of the hilL 

Then Abraham took stones, and built an 

aJtar; and he took the wood off Isaac's back, 
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«tid laid it on the altar. Now the time was 
come, when Isaac must know who was to be 
the lamb. The rope that had bound the 
wood was fastened round the hands and feet 
of Isaac, and he was laid upon the wood like 
a Iamb. 

Then Abraham took the knife, and lifted 
up his hand to kill Isaac ; when he heard 
a voice calling, ** Abraham, Abraham.*' It 
was an angel speaking from heaven. The 
angel said, ^^ Do not kill your son, nor hurt 
him at all ; for now God knows that you love 
him, because you have given him your only 
son." 

How glad was Abraham to untie the rope 

that bound Isaac, and to find that he need 

lot kill him ! 

Abraham saw a ram caught in the bushes 

y the horns ; and he went and took it, and 

Tered it up as a sacrifice instead of Isaac. 

braham thanked God very much for having 

^en him back his son, and the angel called 

him out of heaven again, and said, '^ God 

auch pleased with you for having given 

your son ; and God will bless you^ awd 
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all your children, and grandchildren, and 
their children, and one of your children's 
children shall make all people happy.' s 

Whom did the angel mean? He meant 
that Jesus would one day be a child, and 
make people happy and take them to heaven. 

A very, very long while afterwards, you 
know that Mary had a child, who was the 
Son of God. 

When the angel had done speaking, Abra- 
ham and Isaac went down the hill together : 
there was no wood now on Isaac^s back. 
Abraham now was very glad. 

They found the servants where they had 
left them with the ass ; then they all went 
back together to Sarah. 

Are you quite sure that Abraham loved 
God ? How do you know that he did ? Be- 
cause he obeyed God, and was ready to kill 
his son when God told him/ 

Ought you to love God better than every- 

' And now to Abraham and his seed were the promises 
made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many ; but as of 
one. And to thy seed^ which is Christ. Gal. iii, 16. 

^ He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, 
/te it is that loreth me. John xW. ^\. 
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thing ? Yes, you ought to love Grod best. 
And why ? Because Grod gave you every- 
thing. 

You love your father and mother very 
much : but you ought to love God better 
still. You ought to love God much better 
than you do your play, or your pretty things 
or nice things to eat. Now, if you love God 
best you will do what he tells you. You 
will not tell lies, for God tells you not ; you 
will not fall in passions, and call people 
names: but you will try and please God. 
Then you will be like Abraham. 

HYMN VII. 

Ah ! well may Abraham loye the God 

Who promised him the land ; 
A thousand precious gifts bestowed 

His warmest lore demand. 

His cattle coyer o*er the plain ; 

With gold his stores are fiU'd ; 
His servants form a numerous train. 

Prepared the sword to wield. 

One gift, more precious than the rest. 

Does most his heart engage ; 
With a fair son is Abraham blest, 

The solace of his age. 
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Does he this son more fondlj love, 
Than his all-bounteous Qod 1 

This point the Lord would fully prove. 
So bids him shed his blood. 

See Abraham labouring up the hill. 

With Isaac by his side ; 
The sorrows which his bosom fiU, 

He strives awhile to hide. 

And now the fatal altar's built. 
And Abraham lifts the knife ; 

O ! must his darling's blood be spilt. 
In the fair mom of life ? 

But hark ! an angel stays his hand, 
And bids him spare his son ! 

For he has done God's great command. 
And faith and love has shown. 

CHILD. 

Like Abraham I am richly blest ; 

O ! let me grateful be, 
And ever love that God the best 

Who gave so much to me ! 

O ! let me bis commands obey 

With dutiful delight. 
And, when he takes his gifts away. 

Think all he does is right. 

My God has done far more for me 

Than can be e'er repaid ; 
His only Son on Calvary 
A sacn'Sce was made. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

JACOB, OR THE HEAVKNLY DREAM. 
Gen. xxiii. xxr. zxvii. xxTiii. 

Abraham and Sarah were very, very old. 

A.t last Sarah died, and Abraham wished to 

bury her, but he had not a piece of ground 

in Canaan to bury her in ; so he gave some 

yf his silver to the people in Canaan, and 

bought a field. 

The field was full of trees, and there was 

cave in it. Abraham took the dead body 

r Sarah and put it in the cave. At last 

braham died, and Isaac his son buried him 

the same cave where Sarah lay. 

Abraham. will rise again out of that cave 

the last day, and live with God in heaven. 

raham did not want to have Canaan for 

land: he wanted to live with God in 

'en, which is a better country than Ca- 

e looked for a city, which hath foundations, whose 
rand maker is God. 
they (the patriarchs) desire a bettet coraitkVT'j , \b»X 
>aveDljr. — Heb, xi, 10, 16. 
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and wished to kill bin. One dajr Esau said, 
'^ My father will soon die; and then I will 
kill my brother Jacob." 

Rebekah heard that Esau meant to kill 
Jacob some day, so she was frightened, and 
called Jacob, and said to him, '^ Your bro- 
ther Esau means to kill you. This is what 
you must do : go to your uncle, who lives 
a great way off, and stay with him. Soon 
Esau will leave off being angry : then I will 
send for you home." 

Jacob did as his mother advised. He 
took leave of his father, Isaac, and Isaac 
blessed him before he went Jacob did not 
ask his father to give him anything. He took 
no servant with him, no sheep, nor goats — 
not even an ass to ride upon. He only took 
a stick in his hand,° and he set out on his 
journey : Jacob felt very sad. He was a 
poor stranger, and he was going to a far 
country, which he had never seen. 

Should not you feel very sad if you left 

• VTith my staff I passed over this Jordan. — Gen. zzzii< 
JO. 
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your father and mother, and went aloae into 
a country a great way off? 

He had no tent^ nor house to sleep in by 
the way, so when night came, he took some 
stones for a pillow, and lay down to sleep on 
the ground. There were bears and wolves 
in that country ; but God took care of him. 
God knew how sad he was; and God made 
him dream the sweetest dream that you ever 
heard. 

In his sleep, Jacob saw a great many steps 
reaching up to the sky, and on the steps beau- 
tiful angels ; some going up, and some com- 
ing down : and at the top he saw God him- 
self. Then Jacob heard a voice, and God 
spoke to him, and said, ^^ I am the God of 
Abraham and of Isaac, and I will take care 
of you wherever you go ; and I will bring 
you home again ; and your children shall 
live in this land of Canaan, where you are 
sleeping.^' 

Then Jacob awaked out of his sleep, but 
now his heart was glad ; he knew that God 
and his angels were watching over him« He 
wished never to forget the pVace ^\ve\^ V^ 
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had this sweet dream : so he took th^ iitones, 
which had been his pillow, and made them 
into a heap. " Now,'' he thought, " I shall 
be able to find the place when God lets me 
come back to Canaan^ as he has prottiised." 
He could not offer a sacrifice upon the stones, 
because he had no Iambs, but he poured 
some oil upon them,? and he prayed to the 
Lord, and said, *' If God will take care of 
me, and give me bread to eat, and clothes 
to wear, and bring me home again, be shall 
be my God, and this stone shall be God's 
house." 

Jacob felt sure that God would take care 
of him, and bring him home again^ because 
he promised that he would. 

God takes care of you, my dear, children. 
He sends his angels down from heaven to 
watch over you, as they did over Jacob. 

HYMN VIII. 

On the bare ground the traveller lies. 
The stones his pillow are ; 

^ Jacob poured oil upon the top'^of the pillar. — Gen*. 
xxvii, 18, 



THE HEAVENLY DREAM. OT 

While slumbers dose his weary eyes, 
God sends a vision fair. 

Upon that wondrous airy way 

What troops of angels more ! 
Their brightness turns the night to day. 

Their faces beam with love. 

And where the steps are lost in light. 

On heaven's glorious coast. 
There stands the Lord more wondrous bright. 

Than that angelic host. 

Like rushing waters, loud and soft,^ 

Sounds the Almighty's voice. 
Uttering sweet promises, which oft 

Made Abraham's heart rejoice. 

" Thy children shall this land possess, 

(In number like the dust,) 
And ONE all families shall bless. 

Who place in Him their trust, 

** And I myself will go with thee. 

Where'er thy footsteps roam ; 
Once more thy joyful eyes s);iall see 

Thine own beloved home." 



1 1 heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of great 
TaterSf as the voice of the Almighty. — Ezek, i. 44, 
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Sweet consolation thus is given, 

A wander^*0 h^^r^ t^ tlifei} ( < 
This house of God, this gate of heaven. 

Shall be to memory dear. 

CHILD. 

And well I know that angels fair 

E'en now from heaven detcend. 
That night and day they fill the air. 

And from all harm defend.' 

And well I know that angels fair. 

E'en now to heaven ascend. 
And blest departed spirits bear^ 

To their almighty Friend. 

And angels too shall guard my way. 

If I the Lord revere ; 
In life and death, by night and day. 

They still shall hover near.* 

* Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to mi- 
nister for them who shall be heirs of salvation ? — Heb. 
i. 14. 

^ The beggar died, and was carried by the angels into 
Abraham's bosom. Luke xvi. !S3. 

. * The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear him, and delivereth them.— Ps. xzxiv. 7. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

JACOB, OE THE LONG JOURNEY. 

Gen. zzix. 

Then Jacob went on his journey. He tra- 
velled for a great many days. At last, he 
came to a place where there was a great deal 
of grass. In that place, there was a well, 
and there was a great stone upon the top of 
the well. A great many sheep were round 
the well ; and some men were with the sheep. 
These men were shepherds. There was very 
little water in that country where Jacob was. 
He must have been glad to have seen a well. 
Jacob said to the shepherds, " Do you 
know a man called Laban? — (that was the 
name of Jacob's uncle.) 

" Yes,'* said they, « we do." 
Then Jacob said, " Is he well?*' 
The shepherds answered, " He is well ; 
and here is his daughter Rachel coming with 
the sheep.*" 

Jacob was very glad to Yveat \Iwvs^ ^ox 
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Rachel was Jacob*s cousin. He ran to 
and kissed her, and he sobbed and wept. 

Why did Jacob cry ? 

I think he cried for joy ; for people so 
times cry for joy. Jacob had not seen a fri 
a long while, and he was so glad to see 
cousin. 

Rachel did not know who Jacob was, 
he said, '^ I am your cousin, and am c 
from a great way oflF.^ 

Then Rachel ran, and said to her fal 
Laban, ^^ My cousin Jacob is come : I fo 
him sitting by a well." 

Then Laban was glad, and ran oui 
meet Jacob, and kissed him, and said, <' ^ 
must come home to my house : I am ] 
uncle.'' 

Jacob told Laban that he would take • 
of his sheep ; and so Jacob was Laban's 
vant. Jacob was a good shepherd, aiad 
up to guard the sheep at night from 1 
and bears. He cared not for the heat 
day, nor for the cold by night.* 

* la the daj the drought consumed me, and the fro 
night; aod my sleep depatted Ctom mine eyes. — 
■rxxi, 40, 
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Laban had two daughters^ one was called 
Leah, and the other Rachel; and Laban 
gave them to Jacob to be his wives. So 
Jacob bad two wives. People must not have 
two wives now ; but then they might have 
two wives, and even more than two. 

God gave Jacob a great many little chil- 
dren. I will not tell you their names, be- 
cause there were so many. Jacob lived a 
long while in some tents with his wives and 
his little children. He took care of Laban 's 
sheep ; but Laban gave him some sheep and 
goats of his own. Jacob had plenty of bread 
to eat, and raiment to wear, as God had pro- 
mised : God always keeps his promises. 

But Jacob could not forget his father and 
mother, and Canaan, where he had lived 
when he was a little boy. He knew that 
God had promised to give the land of Ca- 
naan to Abraham's, and Isaac's, and to his 
own children f and he wished to live there 
again. 

^ By faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, 
as in a strange country, dwelling in tabetnoicl^^ mV\i\%%&^ 
flnd Jacob, the heirs with him of the 8am* •promue.— ^^ 



XI. i 
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I will now write down the names of th 
good men who first lived in Canaan ; and 
will write down the names of their wives. 

Abraham, Sarah. 



Isaac, Rebecca. 

Jacob, T^eah and Rachel. 

HYMN IX. 

The Lord has been poor Jacob's guide 
Across the pathless desert vdde. 
And led him where his kindred dwell : 
Lo ! now he rests beside a well ; 
Its mouth is cover'd by a stone ; 
Around, the flocks are Ijing down. 

For other flocks the shepherds stay. 
Before they roll the stone away : 
Jacob inquires their country's name ; 
It is the land whence Abraham came ; 
Behold fair Rachel leads her sheep, — 
Why does the wanderer rise and weep ? 

In stranger lands his feet have stray'd. 
And now he weeps to see the maid. 
Who of his mother's race is sprung, 
Who «peaks his own dear native tongue. 
Who knows the God that he reveres ; — 
From gladness flow IbA w%ndeT«T'a tears.* 
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' 'Now wipe tbose tears, and weep no more, 
• U For thee rich blessings lie in store : 
, The Lord is with thee, as he said, 
Raiment proyides, and daily bread ; 
With flocks and herds thjr^fields abound » 
And lovely children sport around. 

Nor will the Lord his promise break ; 
He ne'er will leave thee, nor forsake. 
His power from harm will guard thy head, 
And Canaan's land tby feet shall tread ; 
O Jacob's God ! the faithful, true. 
Be thou my God, and bless me too. 



CHAPTER X. 

JACOB, OR TH£ MEETING. 
Gen. xzzi. xxzii. xxxiii. xxxv. 1—7. 

last, Jacob said to Laban his uncle, '^ I 
e been your servant a long while, and 
r I want to ^ home." But Laban would 

let Jacob go away ; and he behaved very 
dndly to Jacob ; so that Jacob m^VNftji 
re and mare to go home. 
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Once, while Jacob was tilting' caw of »thfe 
sheep in the field, he fell asleep, ^Vkd he had! 
a dream, and in his dream he heard God say 
to him, " Go home to your father, and I 
will be with you." 

When Jacob awoke, he sent a servant to 
fetch Rachel and Leah, for he wanted to 
speak to them ; and he said to them, ** God 
has spoken to me in a dream, and has told 
me to return home to my father.'' 

Then Rachel and Leah said, '* We will go 
with you.'' 

Then Jacob packed up all his things— bis 
tents and his clothes, and his furniture, and 
all he had. He put his things on the backs 
of his camels and asses. He placed his 
wives and his eleven children on camels too. 
He told his servants to drive all his sheep, 
cows, goats, and asses, and camels. So they 
all set out. 

Laban did not see Jacob go away; foe 

Jacob's tents were not close to the pbure 

where Laban lived. At last, Laban heard 

that Jacob was gone : then he was angry^^^ 

and he went after Jacob, awd ^^e begged 



<Tdeob«toijeycHO0 kacki>^'. but) lac6b woulci ^go 
Wk to Cwaan. ! ; 
': J^cob was pleased to go back to Canaan ; 
tutu tb^e was one thing that frightened 
him. He remembered how Esau had once 
said be would kill him: he was afraid lest 
he should now come and kill him and hid 
ebildren. 

SooD Jacob heard that Esau was coming 
with four hundred men. Jacob now thought 
that Esau was coming to kill him. So he 
began to pray to God, and said, " Thou 
hast beeo very kind to me, and given me a 
great many things, — do not let Esau come 
aad hurt- me^ and kill my wives and my 
litde children. Thou didst promise to take 
care of me." God heard Jacob's prayer. 

Jatob thought to himself, '^ I will send a 
preienjt to show Esau that I wish to behave 
kindly to him.'* So he took a great many 
goats, and sheep, and cows, and asses, and 
eame^s, md told his servants to drive them 
en before^ (and to tell Esau that he had sent 
theiD^ AS A present. All that night Jaoob 
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In the morning, Jacob looked up and saw 
Esau coming, and four hundred men with 
him. Jacob did not run away ; but he went 
up to Esau, and as he walked, he stopped 
seven times, and bowed down to the ground. 

And what was it Esau did ? 

He ran and put his arms round Jacob'*s 
neck and kissed him, and they both wept. 
God had made Esau^s heart more kind. 

How glad Jacob was to find that his bro- 
ther was grown kind ! Jacob had prayed to 
God to make him kind, and God had heard 
his prayer. 

Esau looked up, and saw Rachel and 
Leah, and the little children ; and Esau 
said, ** Who are these ?" 

And Jacob said, " These are my children 
that God has been so kind as to give me.^ 

Then Rachel and Leah bowed themselves 
to the ground, and the maids bowed them* 
selves, and all the children bowed, even the 
youngest, who was quite a little child. He 
was RacheFs child, and his name was 
Joseph. 

Then Esau said to Jacob, '* I met a great 
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many sheep, and cows, and goats — wfa j did 
you send them on before you ?'^ 

Jacob said, ^^ They were for a present fc^ 
you." 

Esau answered, " I have enough, ray bro* 
ther ; keep what you have for yourself." 

" Pray take my present," said Jacob, ** for 
God has given me a great deal.'^ And Jacob 
begged Esau so much to take it, that at last 
he took it. 

Esau said to Jacob, '^ Let us take our 
journey together ; and I will go on first." 

But Jacob said, *^ I cannot go as fast as 
you do, for I have many little children with 
me, and young lambs and goats ; and if one 
day we were to drive them too fast, they 
would die," So Jacob would not go with 
Esau. 

Then Esau went home to his own house, 
which was a great way off; for Esau did not 
live in Canaan. But Jacob stayed in the 
land of Canaan, for he wished to live there. 

You see that God had let Jacob come 
back to Canaan, as he had promised. Jacob 
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did not target tbe sweet dream he once had 
had. He went to that Tery place once more : 
be had made a heap of stones to mark the 
|dace ; so he could find it again. There he 
built an altar, and offered sacrifices to God, 
who had been so kind to him. God had given 
him food and dothes, as he had promised ; 
and he had giTen him many more things be- 
sides; for God had giTen him wives and 
children, and servants and cattle ; and God 
had made his brother kind to him, and had 
let him come back to Canaan. Jacob loved 
God very much, and thanked him for his 
kindness. 

Has not God be^n very kind to you, my 
dear children ? Tdl me what things he has 
given. Can you think of ten or twelve 
things he has given you? Food, clothes, 
&c &c. Sometimes people have been unkind 
to you, and God has made them grow kind. 
How much you ought to love God ! 

HYMN X. 

ll>e Lord, who did all things create. 
Doth still his wondeTS show *, 
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See Esau*s heart, once filled with hate. 
With sudden love o'erflow. 

A humhle staff poor Jacob bore. 

When first he left the land ; 
But now behold his plenteous store 

And his sweet infant band. 

Long since the voice of God be beard. 

Promising days of peace : 
Now God fulfils bis gracious word. 

And bids his troubles cease. 

Let every knee before Him bow. 

Who can all wonders do ; 
All hearts can change, all gifts bestow. 

Make every word come true. 

CHILD. 

Sweet promises are made to me. 

If I serve God in truth ; 
Thy wonders great, O let me see. 

Guide of my tender youth I 

If any hate, or wish me ill. 

Lord, fill their hearts with love. 
And feed, and clothe, and bless me still ;^ 

Then waft my soul above. 



«4 
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CHAPTER XI. 

JOSEPH, OR THE PIT. 
Gen. xxxTii. 1 — 14. 

Jacob saw his old father, Isaac, again ; and 
then Isaac died, and Jacob and Esau buried 
him in that same cave where Abraham and 
Sarah had been put : they will all rise toge- 
ther at the last day ; for Isaac wished to li?e 
in the country that is better than Canaan, 
that is, in heaven. 

Esau, you know, did not live in the land 
of Canaan ; but Jacob chose to live in Ca- 
naan, with his children and his beasts. 

All the sons were grown up to be men, 
when Benjamin was still a little bab3% Jo- 
seph was next youngest to Benjamin. He 
was a big boy, and he was the best of all 
the children. The ten eldest were wicked 
men. They used to take care of the sheep, 
and goats ; and when Joseph was with them, 
they grieved him by their wicked behaviour ; 
they were also very unkmd lo him^ and al- 
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ways spoke roughly to him. Jacob loved 
Joseph the best; and this made the others 
envious. They hated him because he was 
the pet and the darling. 

Jacob loved Joseph too much. He gave 
him a very pretty coat made of many co- 
lours, yellow, blue, green, pink, red, purple ; 
and Joseph used to wear it. 

It is Satan that makes people envious. 
We should pray to God to keep us from be- 
ing envious. You will hear what wicked 
things these brothers did, because they were 
envious of sweet, good Joseph. 

One night, Joseph had a very strange 
dream. He thought he was in a field of 
com with all his brothers, and that they were 
making up large bundles of corn, called 
sheaves. He thought that each of his bro- 
thers made a sheaf, and that all his brothers^ 
sheaves bowed down to his sheaf. Joseph 
thought this a very strange dream, and he 
told it to his brothers. 

But when they heard it, they were very 
angry, and said, ** We suppose you mean 
that we should bow down to >fou, \X\<iW^ 
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you are the youngest." And now they hated 
him more than they had done before. 

Soon after, Joseph had another strange 
dream. He thought he saw the sun, moon, 
and eleven stars in the sky ; and that they 
bowed down to him. This dream was more 
strange than the other ; and he told it to his 
father, as well as to his brothers. 

His father was surprised, and ^id, *^ Does 
the sun mean me, and the moon your mother, 
and the stars your brothers, and shall we 
bow down to you F*^ Yet Jacob thought 
that God had sent the dream to Joseph, 
and would make it come true ; but the bro- 
thers were more and more angry. 

Now Joseph's brethren had a great many 
sheep and goats to take care of ; and there 
was not enough grass for them all, round 
the tents ; so they took their flocks a great 
way off, that they might eat fresh grass* 
Joseph staid at home with his old father; 
and Benjamin staid at home because he was 
quite a little child. 

At last, Jacob wished to know how his 
sons were ; so he said to Joseph, ^' Go and 
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see your brothers, and come back and tell me 
how they are, and how the flocks are.^ 

Joseph was always ready to do what his 
father wished; so he set out on his way* 
He took no ass to ride upon, and no servant; 
but, putting on his pretty coat, he wished 
his dear father good-*bye* He little thought 
how lotijg it would be before he should see 
again that dear father's face. 

Joseph went a great way, but could not 
find his brothers. At last a man saw him, 
and said, " Whom are you looking for ?" 

And Joseph answered, " I am looking for 
my brothers — can you tell me where they 
are feeding their flocks P'' 

Then the man told him which way they 
were gone. 

Joseph took a great deal of pains to find 
his brothers. 

Now the brothers saw Joseph coming when 
he was very far off. They knew that it was 
Joseph ; and they said to each other, ^^ Herts 
this dreamer comes, let us kill him, and 
throw him into a deep hole, and tell our fa- 
ther that a lion or a bear has eateu V^vci \x^r 
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So when Joseph came up to them, 'they 
seized hold of him. He came to them full 
of love and kindness ; but they looked fiercdy 
upon him ; and he was indeed like a gentle 
lamb in the midst of lions and tigers. He 
was like the Lord Jesus when the wicked 
Jews seized him in the garden. 

The brothers were going to kill him^ when 
one of the brothers, named Reuben, said, 
*^ Do not kill him, but only throw him into 
a pit.*" This brother was a little kinder 
than the rest, and meant to take him out of 
the pit, and bring him back to Jacob. The 
brothers agreed not to kill him. But first 
they took oif his pretty coat. 

O how bitterly he cried when he saw what 
they were going to do to him ! how he beg- 
ged them to spare him, and to let him return 
to his father I — but they would not bear ;* 
for their hearts were harder than stones. 

They threw him into the deep, dark pit ; 
and there he lay hungry and thirsty and 

* We are verily guilty concerning ojir brother, in that 
we saw the anguish of bis soul, when he besought us, and 
n-e would not hear. — Gen. x\ii. 21, 
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eary — without one drop of water to quench 
is thirst. How it must have grieved Jo* 
!ph to think that he should not return to 
is dear father, and that his father perhaps 
Duld think that he was dead ! 

The wicked brothers cared not for his 
roans ; but they sat down and began to eat 
leir dinner. 

God saw them from his throne in heaven, 
id God was much displeased. 



CHAPTER XII. 

JOSEPH) OE THE SLAVE. 
Gen. xxxvii. 24 — 35, 

iLE the brothers were eating their din- 

they looked up, and saw some people 

ag along. As the people came nearer, 

saw camels, and men riding on them. 

'. tell you who these men were. 

ey lived in a country a great way off, 

id been to some hills, where \eT^ %^^fiX 
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things grew, called spice and balm. Tbey 
had plucked these sweet plants, and had put 
them in large bundles on the backs of their 
camels. They were going to take these 
plants to a country a great way off, and to 
sell them for money. 

This was their way of getting their living, 
and it was a good way ; yet they were wicked 
men, as you will see. 

One of the brothers, called Judah, said, 
*^ Let us sell Joseph to those men ; for 
it would be better to sell him than to kill 
him : we shall get some money if we sell 
him ; and it would be very cruel to kill Jo- 
seph, as he is our brother.'' 

Yet was it not very cruel to sell Joseph ? 
This brother was not really kind. The other 
brothers said that they thought it was a 
good plan to sell Joseph* So they called to 
the men, and asked them if they would buy 
a young boy. 

And the men said, ** Yes.'' This was 
wicked. 

" How much will you give us for him ?" 
said the brothers. 
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*• We will give you twenty pieces of sil- 
er," said the men. 

Then Joseph^s brothers pulled Joseph out 
r the pit. Perhaps he thought they were 
oing to let him return to his father. 
Ah ! poor Joseph ! He soon found that 
18 brothers were not going to be kind. The 
len and the camels were waiting outside the 
it. The men paid the money to the bro- 
ilers, and then took Joseph and carried him 
way with them. 
When Joseph was gone, the brothers said, 
What shall we tell our father when he 
ks us where Joseph is? — we will not say 
'■ have seen Joseph, but we will say we 
re found his coat on the ground.^' 
Then the brothers killed one of their 
Dg goats, and dipped the pretty coat in 
blood. '* We will show our father this 
dy coat," said they. So they carried 
coat home, all covered with blood, and 
money for which they had sold Jo- 

you think they were happy \w iVv^vc 
P O no! The wicked caxvuol V>^ 
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happy. God was writing down their wicked- 
ness in his book. 

Poor Joseph with the wicked men was not 
so unhappy as they ; for God was his friends 

Old Jacob had been thinking of his sons 
while they were gone. How glad he must 
have been when he heard the bleating of 
their sheep, and knew they were come home ! 
He must have looked to see whether Joseph 
was with them. But no. His sons came up 
to him. In their hands they held a bloody 
coat. They showed it to Jacob, and said, 
** We have found this — do you think it is 
your son's coat or not ?" 

Jacob knew that coat, and said, ^^ It is 
my son''s coat ; a lion or bear has eaten him 
up, and has tora Joseph to pieces." 

How Jacob wept for his darling child i 
How sorry he was that he had sent biia 
alone to seek his brothers ! The wicked 
brothers tried to comfort Jacob, and said, 
" Do not weep so much," but Jacob would 
not hear, 

^< No ; I shall die ; and then I shall be with 
Joseph ; for I shall never be \\wp^'5 awy more.'' 
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How sad it was to see this poor old man, 
aning on his stick, his hair grey, and his 
ce full of sadness, while he thought how 
8 dear boy was eaten up by the lion or the 
^r ! His little Benjamin was a comfort to 
m. Jacob would never let him go away, 
)r would he trust him with his brothers, 
lough he did not know how wicked they 
id been. These brothers first had envied 
3seph, then they had sold him, and then 
ley had told a lie to hide their sin. 
Children sometimes try to hide their faults 
' telling lies, and so they make God more 
jry than he was before. My dear children, 
lember that God always sees you ; and 

t he hates liars, and will not let them live 

\ him in glory. 

What anguish once poor Joseph felt. 
When he before his brethren knelt, 

And loud for mercy cried ! * 
Refusing still to hear his pray'r, 
In blood they dipp'd his garment fair, 

And sought their guilt to hide. 

taw the anguish of his soul, when ^e Y^oao^^V. \i%, 
rouJd not bean^^en zlii. 21, 
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Now by the heathen-stranger band. 
Away from his dear native land 

The weeping youth is borne : 
He thinks upon his father's pangs. 
When he shall hear some lion's fangs 

His tender limbs haye torn. 

A precious load the camels bear 
Of balm, and myrrh, and spices rare, 

Which scatter sweetness round : 
But sweeter than the sweetest spice. 
True piety beyond all price 

In Joseph's heart is found. 

Blessings shall rest upon his head 
Wherever his wand'ring steps are led. 

For he to God is dear ; 
And this same God shall with him go. 
With heavenly comforts soothe his woe. 

And chase away his fear. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

JOSEPH, THE PRISONER. 
Gen. xxxix. 

The men who had bought Joseph took him 
to a country a great way off. 1\. ^as called 
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Egypt. When they got to Egypt, they tried 
to sell him, as if he had been a horse or a 
cow. In this country, where we live, no one 
sells men. In some countries men are sold, 
and are called slaves; and are beaten and 
made to work very hard, but are not paid 
any money for their labour. 

Poor Joseph was sold as a slave. Do you 
not hope that a kind man bought him P And 
it was a kind man that bought him. There 
was a very rich man who knew the king, 
and he bought Joseph to be his slave. 
His name was Potiphar. He took Joseph 
home with him. He did not send him to 
work in the field ; but he made him a ser- 
vant in the house. So Joseph had not very 
hard work to do. 

Joseph tried to be a good servant. Though 
he wished very much to be with his father, 
he did not waste his time in fretting, but 
took great pains to please his master. When 
his master told him to do anything, he did 
it so well that his master was quite pleased 
with him. It was God that made Joseph 
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able to do his work so well ; and Joseph's 
master knew that it was God that helped him 
to do things well.^ I suppose that Joseph 
had told him ; for his master did not know 
the true God, but worshipped idols. 

His master liked him better every day. 
At last, his master said to Joseph, ** I can 
trust you so well, that I will give you the 
charge of the other servants when I am out 
Take care of the house, and all the things 
in it, of the garden and of the fields; for 
I can trust you.**' 

So Joseph had the care of every thing, and 
all the other servants minded what he said ; 
and he might do what he liked when his 
master was out. But Joseph behaved the 
same as if his master were watching him ; 
for he knew the eye of God was always upon 
him. There are many children who behave ill 
as soon as their parents go out of the room : 
such children do not fear God. 

1 And his master saw that the Lord was with him, and 
that the Lord tnad$ all that he did to prosper in his hand. 
— Gen. xzziz. 3. 
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Though Joseph had the care of nice things to 
eat, and beautiful things to wear, he only took 
what his master allowed him to take. He . 
was always busy — sometimes in the house, 
and sometimes in the field ; and Grod made 
the things grow well in the field, and the 
work go on right in the house. So that 
Potiphar had no trouble himself, but 
found that Joseph would manage all for 
him. 

So Joseph had now all he could wish for ; 
but he could not forget his father, and his 
little baby brother, Benjamin. As for his 
mother, Rachel, you know that she had died 
some time before. 

Now you shall hear what a sad thing hap- 
pened to Joseph. 

Potiphar had a very wicked wife. She 
wished Joseph to be turned out of the house ; 
for Joseph had found out how bad she was : 
so she did not like to see Joseph. 

This wicked woman said to Potiphar, 
" Your slave, Joseph, that you think so 
good, is very wicked, and when you are out, 
he behaves very ilL*^ Then she loVdi ^oXXr 
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phar of bad things that she said Joseph had 
done. 

Potiphar was so foolish as to believe her, 
and he fell into a great rage, and said, ^^ Jo- 
seph shall be put into prison." 

So some men took Joseph, and brought 
him to the prison, which was in Potiphar's 
house. 

Were you ever in a prison, my dear child ? 
It is a dark place, with very little windows, 
and bars of iron before the windows, and 
iron gates and bolts. 

Joseph was put into prison ; and his feet 
were hurt by great iron chains, which were 
fastened round them.* 

There were a great many men in the pri- 
son, and most of them had done very bad 
things, but Joseph had done nothing wrong. 
God still loved Joseph ; and he could make 
him happy even in a prison. 

There was a man who kept the keys of 
the prison, and took care of the prisoners: 
he was called the keeper of the prison. 

^ Joseph was sold for a servant, whose feet they hurt 
with fetters. — Ps, cv, 17, 18, 
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Sometimes keepers are very unkind ; but 
God put it into the keeper^s heart to love 
Joseph. Joseph had a very sweet counte- 
nance or look, and he behaved well to the 
keeper and minded all he said. 

At last, the keeper took the chains off 
Joseph's feet, and allowed him to walk about 
the prison, and manage the prisoners. The 
keeper found that he could trust him, and 
that Joseph managed things well. It was 
God who made Joseph do every thing so 
well ; for God was Joseph'^s friend, and was 
always watching over him to comfort him. 

Joseph hoped that God would some day 
let him get out of prison. 

See Joseph in a prison cast, 

In darkness under ground ; 
His feet within the stocks made fast. 

With iron fetters hound : 
Can this he he (now clad in raiment vile) 
Who lately shar'd a father's tend'rest smile ! 

But in the prison shines a light, 

Which none but Joseph sees ; 
The promises of God are hright, 

And give his spirit ease ; 
The day shall come, when he with honoui CTOW\i^<\) 
Sbal) see bis brethren bending low around. 
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Ves, God shall clear his innocence. 

And make it follj known; 
Yes» God shall send, and draw him hence. 

And raise him to a throne ; 
But first, like gold, his patience must he tried. 
And (as hy fire) bis heart be purified.' 



CHAPTER XIV. 

JOSEPH, OK THE BUTLEU AND BAKE 

Gen. xl. 

The prison, you remember, was in the h 
of Potiphar. One day, Potiphar broi 
two men to Joseph, and said to Jos 
" Take great care that these men do not 
out of prison. I give them under - 
charge.'' So you see Potiphar thought 

3 That the trial of your faith being much more pr( 
ban of gold that perisheth, though it be tried witl 
might be found unto praise, and honour, and glory, < 
/ J'eter i. 7. 
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seph could be trusted : perhaps he had found 
out that Joseph was not so bad as he had 
once thought ;— still he did not let Joseph 
out of prison. 

I will tell you who these men were that 
Potiphar brought to Joseph : they were the 
servants of the king of Egypt. The king 
of Egypt had a great many servants to wait 
on him. One of his servants used to bring 
him wine in a cup to drink. This servant 
was called his butler. Another man used 
to bake things for his dinner, and bring 
them to the king. He was called the baker. 

The butler and the baker had both of- 
fended the king : I do not know what they 
had done, but they had made the king so 
angry that he had said they should be shut 
up in prison. 

So the king had said to Potiphar, the 
great captain, " Put these men in the prison." 

Then Potiphar brought them to Joseph, 
and told him to keep them safe. Joseph 
shut them up in a room together, and gave 
them bread and water every day, and took 
great care of them. 
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One morning when Joseph came to see 
them, he observed that they looked very sad 
indeed. So Joseph said to them, ** Why do 
you look so very sad ?" 

Then they answered, " We have each bad 
a very strange dream to-night, and we think 
our dreams have some meaning, but we can- 
not find it out : and there is nobody in the 
prison who can tell us." 

Then Joseph said, ** But my God knows 
all things : he could tell me the meaning. 
Only tell me your dreams." 

The butler told his dream the first. He 
said, *' I thought I saw a tree such as grapes 
grow upon — a vine. It had three branches, 
but no grapes. While I was looking, I saw 
little buds, and they turned into grapes, and 
they grew ripe. I picked the grapes, and 
squeezed them into a cup and made wine, 
and then brought the cup to the king for 
him to drink, as I used to do.**^ 

This was the butler's dream, and God 
told Joseph the meaning of it. 

You saw three branches,* said Joseph ; 
something will happen lo ^ou \w three days. 



4^ 
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The king will send for you to be his butler 
again. '^ 

When the baker heard this pleasant mean- 
ing, he thought that his dream would be 
pleasant too: so he began to tell it. The 
baker said, ^^ I dreamt that I was carrying 
three white baskets on my head, the one on 
the top of the other. In the baskets there 
were baked meats, and birds came and picked 
the meat out of the top basket.'" 

The baker thought that Joseph would say, 
^^ In three days you shall be baker again 
to the king.^' But this dream had a sad 
meaning. 

** Something will happen to you in three 
days,*' said Joseph. " The king will send for 
you and will hang you upon a tree, and the 
birds will pick your flesh off your bones."" 

So while the butler was pleased with what 
Joseph had told him, the poor baker was 
very sorry, because he knew that he must 
die. 

Joseph had one little favour to ask of the 
butler. You can guess what it was. " When 
you are with the king of Egypt,*" saidi io- 
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seph, ^giTiog him his wine, will you te 
him about me ? Tdl him hov I am shut u 
in prisoD« imd caonot get out. I ooce live 
in a land a great way off, and I was stole 
away, and now I am shut up in this prisoi 
though I have done nothing iricked to di 
serve it. Beg the king to let me out.** 

You see Joseph did not tell of his brothei 
wickedness in having sold him. 

In three days the king sent some men I 
the prison to fetch the butler and the bake 
It was the king^s birthday, and he had mad 
a feast for his servants, and he had thougb 
of the butler and baker, and had said, ** Li 
the butler come back to me, and let the bake 
be hanged; I will not forgive him.** S 
now both the butler and the baker knew thi 
Joseph had told them the truth. 

Did the butler remember Joseph when h 
was with the king ? No, he forgot him. 
suppose he was thinking of the fine thin^ 
he saw, of eating and drinkiDg, of money an* 
clothes, and forgot that poor Joseph was i 
a prison. The butler was unkind, am 
frorse than unkind, lie w«k& ww^ratefu! 
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Joseph had been kind to him, yet he was not 
kind in return ; therefore I call him ungrate- 
ful. Many children are ungrateful to their 
parents, who were kind to them when they 
were little ; and all people are ungrateful to 
God, who has given his Son to die for them. 
Poor Joseph waited in vain. No one came 
to let him out of prison. One day passed, 
and then another; summer came, and then 
winter, but Joseph was still shut up. Yet 
God had not forgotten him. Why did God 
make him wait so long ? That he might 
learn to be patient. My dear child, if God 
lets you be sick a long while, it is to make 
you patient. You should think to yourself, 
" God will make me well when he thinks 
best ; but perhaps he means to take me to 
heaven instead." 

And has the butler, then, forgot 

Poor Joseph's last request ', 
Nor of the tender pity thought. 

Shown to him when distrest 1 

Why does he not of Joseph speak. 

When he the cup presents. 
Implore the king his bonds to "bte^V, 
And Bbow bia innocence 1 
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Content, within the palace gay, 
He lives on princely fare ; 

While Joseph mourns the light of day. 
And breathes the prison air. 

But while the butler I accuse 

Of hateful selfishness, 
O let me not in pride refuse 

My own sins to confess. 

Have I remember'd all the good 
My parents have bestow'd. 

And in their woes done all I could 
To ease their heavy load t 

And have I not ungrateful been 

Unto the God of love, 
And often griev'd him by my sin. 

And with his Spirit strove. ^ 

Yet Jesus, since he left the grave. 

To sit upon his throne. 
Still intercedes with God to save 

Us, who in prison groan.^ 



• 1 



Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God. — Eph. iv. 30. 
^ He is able also to save them to the uttermost, that 
come unto God by him ; seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them.— Heb. vii. J5. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

JOSEPH, OR THE RELEASE. 
Gen. zli. 

E told you of the great king of Egypt. 

IS the king of the country where Joseph 

His name was Pharaoh. He had a 

many servants, as you know. He 

pon a throne, wore beautiful clothes, a 

of gold round his neck, a ring upon his 

and a crown of gold upon his head. 

ired in a fine house, and rode out in a 

>t drawn by many horses; and as he 

I by, people bowed down to the ground. 

night, this great king had two very 

re dreams. I will tell you what they 

thought he was standing by a river, 
hat seven fat cows came out of the 

and began to eat the grass that grew 

This was a pleasant sight; but, 

after, he saw seven very thin cows^ 

i/^i/ than any cows he had eNex ^fce\!i^^ 
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come out of the river ; and they ate up the 
seven fat cows; and yet, after they had eaten 
them, they looked as thin as they did before. 
Then the king awoke. 

But soon he fell asleep, and dreamt that 
he saw a stalk of corn with seven fine ears 
growing on it. While he was looking, he 
saw another stalk with seven very bad ears 
of corn on it, and these bad ears ate up the 
seven good ears. 

These were Pharaoh's two dreams. He 
thought them very strange, and longed to 
know the meaning of them. In the morn- 
ing he told his servants to find some people 
who said they could tell the meaning of 
dreams. A great many men came who pre- 
tended to be wise; but they could not tell 
the king the meaning of his dreams. The 
king was very unhappy, but what could he 

do? 

At last the butler thought of Joseph. He 
had not thought of him for a long while, and 
now he felt sorry. He said to the king, " I 
do remember my faults this day. You know, 
O king, that you were once angry with me 
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and with your baker, and you shut us up in 
prison in the house of the captain Potiphar. 
While we were in prison, the baker and I 
each had^a dream, and a young man, a ser- 
vant, told us the meaning of our dreams, and 
said that the baker would be hanged, and 
that I should be let out of prison ; and so it 
was, the baker was hanged, and you sent for 
me back to be your butler, just as the young 
man had said." Then Pharaoh told his ser- 
vants to fetch this young man out of prison. 

So the servants came to the prison, and 
said to the keeper, " We are come to fetch 
Joseph ; the king wants to speak to him.'" 

Joseph must have been glad to hear this. 
He saw that God had heard his prayer. 
Joseph was dressed in very poor clothes, not 
fit for a king to see. So the servants gave 
him neat clothes, and brought him to the 
king. 

It was a long, long while since Joseph had 
felt the sweet air blow upon his face, and 
since he had seen the green fields. I think 
he must have looked pale and sick. 

He came into the king's fttie Vowafe^ «o&l 
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Stood before him. The king said, ^* I hear 
that you can tell the meaning of dreams.'** 

"It is not I myself,** said Joseph, ** that 
can tell the meaning, but my Gtxi can, and 
I know that he will tell the meaning of your 
dreams.** Then Pharaoh told Joseph his two 
dreams — the dream about the seven cows, 
and the dream about the seven ears. 

When he had done speaking, Joseph an- 
swered, " Both your dreams have the same 
meaning. This is what is going to happen. 
The next seven years a great deal of corn will 
grow in the fields; but afterwards hardly 
any corn will grow in the fields for seven 
years. The seven fat cows meant the seven 
years, when much com would grow ; and the 
seven thin cows meant the seven years when 
very little com would grow. Grod sent you 
these dreams that you might know what is 
going to happen."** 

Now what could the king do? First 
there would be a great deal of com, then 
scarcely any. Could you, my little child, 
advise. the king what to do.^^ Joseph gave 
him some advice. He said, " Save up some 
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of the corn, vfhen there is so much, that you 
may have some when there is none growing 
in the fields. You should look for a very 
wise man, who will save up the corn, and put 
it in large barns ; or the people will die when 
no corn grows in the fields." 

Pharaoh was much pleased with Joseph 
for telling him the meaning of his dreams ; 
he believed what Joseph said, and so did all 
Pharaoh's servants. And the king Pharaoh 
said to his servants, " Where can I find so 
wise a man as Joseph ? He shall save up 
the corn.*" 

Then Pharaoh said to Jose})h, " You are 
so very wise, that you shall help me to ma- 
nage all the people in the land. Every one 
shall mind you as they do me, and you shall 
be the greatest person next to me." 

Then Pharaoh took the ring off his hand, 
and put it on Joseph'^s hand ; and he gave 
him beautiful clothes like his own, and a gold 
chain to wear round his neck. He gave him 
a fine chariot to ride in, and desired people to 
bow down when they* saw him. 

So Joseph was made a great. \oYi\ \ \iw\.\NSi 
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would not be idle. He went about all the 
country in his chariot to get com, and he 
built large bams everywhere, and fiUed them 
with corn, and so he did for seven years. He 
did not spend his time in eating and drink- 
ing, but was always doing good to people. 

He was very glad he was let out of prisoD, 
and he thanked Crod very much. He was 
not happy because he wore fine clothes ; but 
he was glad to be able to do good to people, 
by saving up com. He married a wife, and 
he had two little boys ; yet still he thought 
of his dear old father, and hoped that he 
should one day see him again ; and he thought 
of little Benjamin, and hoped his brothers 
had not killed him, nor put him in a pit ; and 
he hoped that his brothers were sorry for 
their wickedness. He did not feel angry 
with his brothers. Joseph knew that it was 
God who had let them sell him for a slave, 
and that Grod had let them do it that he 
might save up corn in Egypt. 

It is God that makes all things happen ;' 

1 Shall there be evil in a citj, and the Lord hath not 
doae it 1 — Amos m, 6. 
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and God has wise reasons for all that he 
does. If he lets us be sick, it is for some 
good reason. One day we shall know why 
God let us be sick, or let wicked people hurt 
us, or take away our things.^ 

You know why God let wicked people 
kill the Lord Jesus. It was, that he might 
die instead of us and save us from hell. 

Behold him in a chariot riding, 

Who lately in a prison lay ; 
The king, to him all pow*r confiding, 

Deck'd him with gold and white array. 

Now hear the servants loud proclaiming, 
" Bow low the knee hefore his car !" 

While ev*ry mouth is Joseph naming — 
** My lord Zaph-nath-paaneah.'* 

Through all the land he goes exploring. 
Gathering the precious fruits of earth ; 

In spacious harns the harvests storing, 
Against the dreadful days of dearth. 

How well is Joseph's faith rewarded. 
Which made him long in patience wait ! 

God has at length relief afforded. 
And raised him to this glorious state. 

' What I do thou knowest not now, hut thou shalt know 
hereafter. — John xiii, 7, 
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And God will evWy soul deliver 
That puts his trast in Him alone ; 

And wipe awaj bis tears for ever, 
And raise him to a heav'nlj throne! 



CHAPTER XVI. 

JOSEPH, OR THE LORD OF EGYPT, 

Gen. zlii. 

You have beard, my dear children, how Jo- 
seph was made almost as great as the king. 
A great deal of corn grew in the fields next 
year and the year after, and for seven years 
after the king's dream. But then scarcely any 
corn grew. The poor people came to king 
Pharaoh and said, " We have nothing to eat, 
and we shall die." Then Pharaoh said, " Go 
to Joseph ; he can help you.^ So the people 
went to Joseph, and he opened his large 
barns full of com, and sold the corn to the 
people. They brought money, and large 
l^affSy or sacks, Joseph took the money, and 
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filled the sacks with corn. A great many 
people came to buy com. Some came from 
along way off; but Joseph had enough corn 
for all. 

Among the people who came, there were 

ten men who had come from a far country. 

Each of them had an ass, and on the ass a 

sack, and in their hands they brought 

money. Who do you think these were ? 

They^were Joseph'*s brothers. When Joseph 

saw them, he remembered them, though he 

had not seen them for twenty years. He 

knew those cruel brothers, who had sold him 

for twenty pieces of silver. If he pleased he 

noight have punished them. He might have 

oLd his servants to kill them. Do you think 

^ofieph will punish his brothers, or do you 

link he will be kind to them ? Now you 

tall hear how he behaved to them. 

The brothers thought Joseph was a great 

d, and they did not know that they had 

T seen him before ; for he wore fine clothes^ 

\ he was grown to be a man, and he 

another name, which the king had given 
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So when the ten brothers saw him, they 
bowed upon the ground before him. Then 
Joseph remembered his dream about the 
sheaves bowing down to his sheaf, and he 
saw that God had made it come true. 

Joseph felt ready to forgive his brothers; 
but he wished first to see whether they were 
sorry for their wickedness, and whether they 
loved their father and little Benjamin; so 
Joseph did not tell them who he was. He 
even pretended to be unkind. He spoke to 
them in a rough voice, and said, " Where 
do you come from ?^'* 

** From the land of Canaan," they said, 
" to buy food."' 

But Joseph said he did not believe they 
spoke truth. " You come," he said, " to 
see what a bad land this is, with no corn 
growing in it, and you mean to bring some 
king with soldiers to fight us.'' 

** No, indeed," said Joseph's brothers, 
" we do not. We are ten poor brothers, 
and we are come to buy food." 

But Joseph said he would not believe 
fvhat they said. 
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Joseph's brothers answered, " We are all 
brothers, and once there were twelve of us, 
but one is dead, and the youngest is with 
our father, who is an old man.'' They 
tried to make Joseph believe what they said, 
but he would not ; that is, he pretended 
not to believe them. 

At last Joseph said, " I must see your 
youngest brother. I shall send one of you 
to fetch him, and I shall keep the rest in 
prison, till he comes back with the youngest 
brother. ** 

The brothers were much frightened when 
they heard this ; for they knew their father 
would not choose to part with Benjamin, lest 
he should be killed. So not one of the bro- 
thers said he would go and fetch Benjamin. 

Joseph put them all in prison, and kept 
them shut up together for three days. While 
they were shut up, they had time to think of 
their wickedness to Joseph. 

When people are shut up, they have time 
to think and to pray. I hope, dear children, 
when you are shut up, as a punishmexvt^ 
that you pray to God to make ^ow ^ooft^' 
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The brothers were very much frightened, 
they did not know what Joseph was going to 
do with them. 

At last, Joseph came to them in the prison, 
and said, ^' This is what you must do, and 
then you shall live ; for I fear God." 

How glad and surprised the brothers must 
have been when they heard Joseph say that 
he feared God ! for the other people in 
Egypt worshipped idols. 

Joseph said, " I will only keep one of you 
shut up in the prison, and all the rest of 
you may go back, and take corn home with 
you; but when you come again, you must 
bring your youngest brother with you ; or I 
shall think that you have not spoken truth ; 
but, if you do bring him, I will believe 
you." 

The brothers were glad to think that they 
might go back, yet it made them sad to hear 
that one of them would be kept in prison. 
They remembered their wickedness to Jo- 
seph, and they said to one another, ^* It was 
very wicked of us to treat him as we did. 
How he begged us lo ^paxe Vvvov^ and we 



THE LORD OF EGYPT. 99 

would not, and dow God is punishing us for 
it." 

Joseph heard what they said, and it made 
the tears run down his cheeks ; so that he 
was obliged to go out of the room to weep. 
He did not like to see them unhappy ; but 
you know he wanted to find out whether 
they were kind to Benjamin, and whether 
they loved their old father, and whether they 
were sorry for all they had done. 

When Joseph came back, he took one of 
the brothers, called Simeon, and said that he 
would keep him in prison till the others 
brought their youngest brother with them. 
So Joseph bound Simeon with ropes, or 
chains, himself, while the other brothers 
stood round. 

Then they must have remembered how 
once poor Joseph had been bound, and sold 
for a slave. 

Simeon was left alone in the prison, and 
he did not know whether his brothers would 
ever come back, and whether he would ever 
be let out. 

Before the brothers set off lo gp \\wftfe> 
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Joseph said to his servants, " When you fill 
those men^s sacks with corn, put back into 
their sacks the money that they paid me for 
it, and give them also something to eat by 
the way." Joseph wished his poor brothers 
to have some food by the way. And the 
servant did as Joseph told him; but Joseph's 
brethren did not know what the servant had 
done. 

How glad these brothers were to get away 
from Egypt, and to come back to their fa- 
ther, and to their little children, who had 
scarcely anything left to eat ! 

When they were come home, they told 
their father all that had happened. *' There 
was a great lord," they said, " who sold com 
to the people ; and he spoke very roughly to 
us, and said that we were not come to buy 
com, but that we only wanted to see the 
land, that we might bring men to fight the 
poor hungry people that lived there. He 
called us * spies.' We told him that we were 
not spies, but were twelve brothers;^ — that 
one was dead, and that one was with our 
father in the land of Cauaau. But the lord 
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would not believe us^ and told us we must 
bring our youngest brother with us ; and he 
took Simeon, and shut him up in prison, and 
said that he would not let him out till we 
came back with Benjamin.'" 

Poor old Jacob was very sad when he 
heard all this. Then the brothers began to 
open their sacks of corn, and they were quite 
surprised to find their money at the top of 
their sacks; but they were not pleased, for 
they thought that some one had put the 
money there to get them in disgrace, and 
that when they went back to Egypt, they 
should be punished for stealing, so they were 
very much frightened. 

They had not stolen this money ; but they 
were thieves, for they once had stolen Joseph, 
and sold him for twenty pieces of silver. Grod 
knew that they were thieves. 

They were more afraid than ever of going 
back to Egypt, and of seeing the great lord ; 
yet they wished very much to go, for they 
had only bought a little corn, and they wanted 
more : and they knew that poor Simeoa 
would remain in prison till t\\ey \jeu\.\i«ksJ«kV<^ 
Egypt. ijL ^ 
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How could they persuade Jacob to let 
Benjamin go? For Jacob said, ^' No, I 
cannot trust Benjamin with you, lest some 
harm should happen to him. You have 
taken away two of my children, Joseph and 
Simeon, and you would not bring Benjamin 
back if I were to let him go. If any evil 
were to happen to him, you would bring 
down my grey hairs with sorrow to the 
grave." Jacob felt that it would break his 
heart to lose Benjamin, he loved him so very 
much. 

So the brothers were obliged to stay in 
Canaan ; for they knew it would be of no 
use to go to Egypt, except Benjamin went 
with them. What trouble they now were 
in ! God was punishing them for their 
wickedness. 

Famine had spread on ev*ry side. 

And thousands flock'd from distant lands 

To Joseph, who their need supplied 
From stores as countless as the sands. 

Amongst the rest a troop appeared,— 
Full well were they to Joseph known : 

Their cruel looks he once had fear'd, 
When in the pit they cast \ivni down. 
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Those features be could recollect. 

Though worn by care, and scorched by heat j 

But little did those men suspect 

Tbey bent around their brother's seat. 

The youthful bloom had left his cheek ; 

Grave and majestic was his air; 
A language strange tbey heard him speak, 

And splendid garments saw him wear. 

He spoke to them in tone severe, 
And made them all their hist'ry tell ; 

And glad was he no tale to hear 
Of woe and death that had befell. 

Yet Joseph would his name conceal, 

Nor his own tender love express ; 
Until he saw his brothers feel 

Sorrow for their past wickedness. 

But while he caus'd tbem grief and pain, 

Compassion 6ird his gentle heart ; 
His tears he could not long restrain. 

But stepp'd aside, and wept apart. 

CHILD. 

Thus my dear Saviour felt for me. 
Before I lov'd Him as my friend ; — 

Did then each tear with pity see. 
To ev'ry sigh and groan attend.' 

It is said of rebellious Israel, ** In all their affliction 
was afflicted."^Isa. Ixiii. 9. 

}od also says to Israel, " I have loved thee wit\\^\SL 
•lasting Jove." — Jer, xxxi. 3. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

JOSEPH, OK THE FEAST. 
Geo. xliii. 

As the brothers could not persuade old Jacob 
to let Benjamin go with them, they were 
obliged to stay in Canaan. Soon they had 
eaten up all their com, and none grew in 
their fields, and what could they do for food? 

Jacob saw how hungry they were, and at 
last he said, *^Gk> again, buy us a little 
food." 

Then they said, " We cannot go without 
Benjamin, for the man who sold com said 
we should not see him unless we brought our 
youngest brother. If you will let Benjamin 
come with us, then we will ga" 

Jacob was very unhappy when he heard 

this, and he said, " Why did you tell the 

man you had a brother? it was behaving 

very unkindly to me to tell him.*^ 

Then the brothers answered, ^'^TVv^man 
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asked us so many questions. He said to us, 
* Is your father alive ? Have you another 
brother ?** Could we think that he would 
say, ' Bring your youngest brother ?' '* 

Still Jacob did not like to let Benjamin 
go. 

One of the brothers (called Judah) said, 
** I will take care of Benjamin, if you will 
let him go. I promise to bring him back to 
you ; and if I do not, will take all the blame. 
For we and our little children shall die, if 
you do not let him come.'* 

Jacob saw it was no use to refuse any 
more, or they would all die, and Benjamin 
too. So he gave Benjamin into the care of 
Judah. 

But Jacob was afraid of the man being 
unkind to them, and of his saying they had 
stolen the money. So he said to them, 
'* Bring the man a present." 

What could they bring ? They had gar- 
dens with fruit and flowers growing in them. 

** Pick some nuts and almonds off your 
trees,**' said Jacob, *' and take a little of that 
sweet stuff called balm ai\dm^tt\v\ ^xAVai*^^ 



l« 



iiMK ipkis^ jai a liiife kaer, and take 
^jfcflir wir& ¥cu as a pcgjcaa to the man.*' 

T!fee BBSX va$ inarr ikiu and did not want 
acii:5izn£:« bat t&ie pnaent mtmld Aow that 
ifaej vidbai ti^puaase lam. 

** Beadiifi^^ saad JaculiL ^ take the money 
hack that toul fcirad ia tout sadcs — ^take 
BBcn? BBooeT in yuot hands to bar more oorn, 
and take Beojamin. and go to the man/' 

Jacob's keait was full of pain when he 
said this. 

Then he began to praj to God. ^ May 
God giTe Tou menj bribie the man, and 
smd home Simecwi and Benjamin.** 

This was Jacob's praTer. 

'* Xow,** said he, **• if I must lose my chil- 
dren, I must lose them.** 

When Jacob wished his dear Benjamin 
^;ood-bye, he thought of how he <Hice had 
parted with his Joseph, that day he sent him 
to look for his brothers, when he put on his 
pretty coat, but never returned. 

Now Jacob feared that he should never see 
Benjamin again. 

The brothers took tbe preaent^ the sweet 
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ent, with them, and they each took some 
ey in their hands, and they took their 
8, and their empty sacks ; and Judah 
I care of Benjamin. 

\o they parted from their old father, and 
r wives, and their little children, and they 
out on their journey. 
[*hey all felt very sad that day. The 
thers were frightened. They were afraid 
y should be taken up as thieves when 
Y got to Egypt. 

^t last they came to Egypt. They went 
the place where Joseph was selling the 
a, and he saw them. He looked to see 
jther Benjamin was with them. How 
ised he was to see him ! 
benjamin was a baby when Joseph had 
1 him last, yet Joseph knew that it was 
ijamin. 

^s soon as he saw his brothers, he called 
chief servant, who managed his houte, 
said to him, " Take those ten men to my 
ise, and get a great dinner ready, for they 
5t dine with me to-day.'' 
The brothers did not hear w\\at So^e^ 
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said. to the i^rvant* The servant came to 
them, and told them to come with him. So 
they came, and he brought them to Joseph's 
own house— a fine large house. Yet the 
brothers were not pleased, but very much 
frightened. 

*' Ah I" said they, to each other, ** we are 
going to be put in prison ; and we shall be 
kept in Egypt to work hard, we and our 
asses." 

They thought of their poor father, and of 
what he would do. 

When they got to the door of the houses 
they came up to the servant and said, '* O sir, 
we came here once before to buy a little food, 
and we piaid money for it ; but when we got 
home we opened our sacks, and found the 
money in them, and here, we have brought 
it back ; and we have brought more money 
to buy more corn. We cannot tell who put 
the money in our sacks." 

It was quite right of the brothers to bring 
back the money ; but once they had stolen 
money. Now they were speaking truth, but 
once they had told lies. 
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The servant answered them very kindly, 
i said, ** Fear not, God is your Father — 
)d gave you that money, and put the 
loey in your sacks.'' 

You see the servant knew about God. 
ho could have taugnt him about God ? 
he people in Egypt worshipped idols. It 
list have been Joseph who had taught his 
rvant. 

How happy the brothers were now ! They 
on found that they were not going to be 
It into prison, but that they were to dine 

that fine house. What could make the 
an grow so kind ? They did not know the 
ason. 

While they were waiting, the servant went 
id brought poor Simeon out of prison. 
e had been shut up a long while. I hope, 
hen he was in prison, that he had thought 
• his having once put Joseph in the pit. 

The servant told them that dinner would 
jt be ready till twelve o'clock ; and while 
ley were waiting he brought them water to 
ash their feet, and he gave some food to tlv^vc 
dor, tired, and hungry asses. 
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The brothers said, " Let us get our pre- 
sent ready, while we are waiting for the 
lord to come in." 

So they went out, and got ready the balm 
and spices, the honey, and nuts, and almonds. 

At last Joseph came in from selling the 
com, and the brothers came into the house, 
and brought the present in their hands, and 
they bowed down upon the ground. The 
deven brothers bowed down, as the eleven 
sheaves had done in the dream. 

This time Joseph spoke very kindly to 
them. He asked them how they were — but 
most of all he wanted to know how his dear 
father was. 

" Is your father well ?*" he asked. "You 
said you had an old father. Is he yet alive?" 

They said, " Yes, our father is well, and 
he is alive ;'' and as they spoke they bowed 
down their heads to the ground. 

Then Joseph looked for Benjamin, and 
when he saw him, he longed to throw his 
arms round his neck, and kiss him, but he 
would not do it yet. He only said, " Is 
tA/s four younger brother iVval '^ovi told me 
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And then he made this little prayer, " God 
be gracious to thee, my son." 

When Joseph had said this, he felt the 
tears coming into his eyes, and he could not 
help crying ; so he went quickly out of the 
room, and shut himself up in his own room, 
and there he cried by himself. He was a 
very tender-hearted man, and he loved this 
little brother so very much. 

One reason why he loved him was, that 
Benjamin was the son of his own mother, 
Rachel^ while all the others had another 
mother, Leah; for Jacob, you know, had 
two wives. 

Now the dinner was ready; so Joseph 
would not stay in his room ; but first he 
washed his face, that no one might see that 
he had been crying, and then he tried to 
look cheerful, and he said to his servants, 
** Put the dinner on the table.*" 

In the room where they were to dine, 
there were three tables. One was for Joseph's 
servants, another was for Joseph himself, (for 
he always dined at a table by himself,) and 
the other table was for the e\e\et\\yco'Owet^ 
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Joseph told them where to sit ; — he made 
the eldest sit first, and then the second, just 
according to their age, and he made Benjamin 
sit last. The brothers were surprised at Jo- 
seph's knowing which was eldest, and which 
was second, for it is hard to tell how old a 
grown-up man is ; but Joseph knew them 
better than they thought he did. 

Now they all sat down to dinner. It was 
long since they had eaten* such a dinner, 
and they had made a great journey, and 
were tired, and hungry, and thirsty. Joseph 
sent them nice things from his table; but 
he sent five times as much to Benjamin as to 
any of the others. 

Were the brothers envious of Benjamin, 
because Joseph sent him the most ? No, 
they were not. Once they had been envious 
of Joseph — but now they were not envious. 
They ate and drank, and they were 
merry. 

Joseph could see them all — and it was a 

pleasant sight to him. Once they had 

eaten their dinner, while he lay in the pit, 

and they had given V\\m wowe. Yet he 
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would not treat them so, but would return 
good for evil. 

You remember how kindly Jesus behaved 
to people, who were unkind to him. God is 
kind to us, though we do many things to 
offend him. If a child is unkind to you, 
should you be unkind too ? If your brother 
has a cake, and will not give you any — if 
you afterwards have a cake, should you give 
him some, or should you not ? Oh ! you 
should do as Joseph di^, and be kind to 
those who have been unkind to you. 



Ah ! what has caus'd this sadden cbange 
In him, who lately seem'd so strange, 

And on his brothers frown'd t 
And now their very beasts are fed. 
For them a princely table's spread, 

With sumptuous dainties crown'd. 

Young Benjamin is with them now. 
And Joseph has unbent his brow. 

And on his brothers smil'd : 
For much he hopes that envious rage 
No more those broth ersV hearts engage 

Against a fayourite child. 

v.* 
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What tenderness fills Joeefili's brewt 1 
He sees the babe* whom he caress'd, 

His own dear mother's son : 
His lips with blessings OTerflow, 
And larger messes help to show 

Which is the fsTOur'd one. 

Bat while he this distinction makes. 
No hateful jealoasy awakes. 

Bat all the gladness share. 
A little more will Joseph prove 
The strength and ferroar of their love. 

And then his own declare. 



CHILD. 

Can I another bear to see 
Preferred, and honoured above me. 

And feel no inward pain 1 
Then in mj heart will Jesas dwell. 
For these kind feelings please him well. 

And shall his love obtain.* 

* When Joseph was sold into Egypt, it is supposed that 
Benjamin was still an infant. 

* Jesus answered and said unto him, '* If a man love 
me, he will keep mj words : and my Father will love biiDt 
and we will come unto him, and make oar abode with 
him." — John xiv. 23. 

Live in peace ; and the God of love and peace shall be 
with you. — 2 Cor. xiii. 11, 
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Bot no such flowers by natare grow 
Within the human heart below. 

Since Adam's shamefnl fall.^ 
Then if I would my Saviour please, 
I must, upon my bended knees, 

For his sweet Spirit call.^ 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

JOSEPH^ OR THE FORGIVING BROTHER. 
Gen. xliv.j xlv. 1 — 15, 

The brothers spent a happy day with Jo- 
seph. They did not go home that day — 
but waited to set out on the morrow. 

You know that they had come to buy 
corn, and they had brought empty sacks 
with them. Joseph called his servant, and 
said to him secretly, ** Fill the sacks of those 
eleven men with corn, and put their money 
that they have given me for the corn back 

' In me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing. — 
Rom. Til. 16. 
« The fruit of the Spirit is loye.-— G«\. n , <i<l* 
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into their sacks. And put my silver cup 
into the sack of the youngest.*** 

The servant filled the sacks with com, and 
put the money into them. And he put the 
silver cup into Benjamin's sack : and then he 
gave the sacks to the brothers. They did 
not know that the servant had put money, or 
a cup into them. 

The next morning, as soon as it was lights 
the brothers rose up, took their asses and 
their sacks and set off, to return home to 
their father. How glad they were to get 
away safely — not one left behind ! 

What a pleasant history they thought 
they should have to tell to their father I 
How much surprised he would be to hear of 
the great lord^s kindness — and how glad he 
would be to see Benjamin again I 

But soon was all their joy turned into 
grief. 

They had gone but a little way, when 
some one called them. It was Joseph's aev- 
vant; he came running after them. 

" What has made you,'' said he, " behave 
so ill to my lord, after aW \\\% VxadneM to 
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you ? Why have you stolen his silver cup, 
out of which he drinks ?'' 

The bi'others were much surprised to hear 
that the cup was stolen. 

"Why should you think," said they, "that 
we have taken it P we would not do such a 
wicked thing. Did we not bring back the 
money, when we thought it had been put 
in our sacks by mistake ? And now would 
we steal a silver cup out of your lord's house ? 
None of us have taken it. If one of us have 
taken it, let him die, and let all the rest be 
slaves to your lord.^ 

They said this, , because they were quite 
sure that none of them had taken it. 

" No," said the servant, " it shall not be 
so : the one who has taken the cup shall not 
be killed ; he shall only be a slave to my 
lord, and the others shall not be slaves ; they 
shall all go home.'' 

Then the servant told them to open their 
sacks ; so the eldest brother took down his 
sack ; the servant looked in among the corn, 
but oould find no cup. Then the second 
opened bis sack, but there vias mo ^vv^Nxv^ 
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in it. The third showed his, and each bro- 
ther showed his in his turn. At last, Ben- 
jamin showed his. How much were they all 
surprised when they found the silver cup in 
it! 

You know that Benjamin had not stolen 
it. You know that the servant had put it in 
the sack when he filled it with com* 

The servant said to Benjamin, " You must 
come back with me to my lord.^ He was 
going to take him for a slave, and never to 
let him return home; but he said that his 
brothers might go home. 

And would they go and leave Benjamin 
behind ? 

" No,"" said they, ** we will go back with 
Benjamin,^' 

You see that they loved Benjamin, and 
that they would not leave him alone in bis 
distress. 

They put their sacks again on their asses, 
and followed the servant to Joseph's house. 
Their hearts were bursting with grief, and 
they cried as they went, 

Joseph was in his V\ouse ^allvci^ for them. 
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Joseph was very glad to gee them all come 
back with Benjamin, and to see them crying 
so much lest Benjamin should be kept to be 
a slave. Now Joseph saw that they loved 
Benjamin very much. 

When they saw Joseph they fell on their 
faces on the ground. 

Joseph spoke to them as if he was angry, 
and said, ^^ What is this wicked thing that 
you have done?" 

Do you remember that Judah had pro- 
mised to take care of Benjamin ? So Judah 
began to beg Joseph to forgive Benjamin. 

Judah knew that it would be of no use to 
say that Benjamin had not taken the cup, 
80 he only begged Joseph to take pity on 
them. 

** God is punishing us for our sins," said 
Judah, ** and we can say nothing ; we must 
all be your slaves.^' 

" No,'' said Joseph, " not all, only he 
who stole the cup ; he shall be my slave ; 
let the others go back to their father.'' 

Joseph wanted to see whether the brothers 
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would go back and leave poor BeDJamin to 
be a slave. 

Judah then came nearer to Joseph) and 
began to beg for Benjamin with all bis 
heart. 

" Let me speak a word to my lord," said 
he, " and do not be angry with me, for I 
am as afraid of you as I am of the king. 
When we first came to buy corn, you 
asked us if we had a father and a brother, 
and we said, Yes; we had an old father, 
and a little brother that he loved very much 
indeed ; and then you said that we must 
bring our brother to show you. Then we 
said we could not, because our father could 
not part from him ; but you said we must 
bring him. So when we went back to our 
father, we told him what you had said, but 
be would not let Benjamin go. * No^^aald 
he, * I had a dear child that I think was 
eaten up by a lion or a bear. If I let Ben- 
jamin go, perhaps some harm will happen 
to him, and then I shall die of griefy and 
these grey hairs will go down with sorrow to 

grave.' 
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** Then I promised my father that I would 
take care of Benjamin. I cannot go home 
without him. If we were to go back with- 
out Benjamin^ we should see our father die. 
Let me be your slave instead of Benjamin, 
and let him go home to his father; for I 
could not bear to see my father die of grief 

Was it not kind of Judah to say this ? 

Now Joseph saw that Judah did indeed 
love Benjamin and his old father. 

Now Joseph would tell his brothers who 
he was, and would tell them that he had 
forgiven them. 

Joseph felt ready to burst into tears, yet 
he did not go out of the room to weep, as he 
bad done before ; but he said to all his ser- 
vants, " Go out of the room," and Joseph 
was left alone with his brothers. He cried so 
loud, that all the servants heard him, though 
they were not in the room. 

At last he said, ^^ I am Joseph. Is my 
father yet alive ?'' 

Were the brothers pleased? No, they 
were frightened : — they could not s^ak^ and 
they blared not come near \\\uv* 
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JoMph did not wish to frighten them ; he 
longed to put his arms round them and kiss 
them. 

He saw that they were unhappy at the 
thoughts of their wickedness in having sold 
him, so he tried to comfort them. 

** Do not grieve because you sold me," 
said Joseph ; *^ God let you do it that I 
might save com to feed your children. I 
wish you all to come and live with me here. 
You must bring my old father with you, 
and your children, and I will feed you all. 
I<ook at me, and you will see that I am 
indeed your own brother Joseph. It is my 
mouth that speaks to you. Go and tell my 
father what fine things I have in Egypt, 
and bring him here to live with me.'' 

This was the loving way in which Joseph 
spoke. Then he threw his arms round Ben- 
jamin's neck, and wept as he kissed him ; and 
Benjamin wept too upon Joseph's neck. Af- 
terwards Joseph kissed all his brothers, and 
wept as he kissed each ; and then his brothers 
no more felt afraid of him, but began to 
talk to hinu They saw 3o^\A[v Vvwi ^uite 

i 
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forgiven them, and that he loved them with 
all his heart. They could not have expected 
such kindness, and it made them the more 
sorry for their own wickedness. 

You see that Joseph did not make his 
brothers happy, till he found that they were 
really sorry, and had left off their wicked- 
ness. 

How like Joseph is to Jesus Christ, who 
forgives us all our sins when we are really 
sorry f You remember how he forgave that 
poor woman, who washed his feet with her 
tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her 
head. She was sorry for all her sins, and 
Christ forgave her. My dear child, if you 
are sorry for your sins, Christ will forgive 
you.i 

" Let him with whom the cup is found. 

His blood to Joseph pay ; 
And let the rest as slaves be bound. 

And here for ever stay." 
These words the guiltless brethren said. 
And on the ground each sack was spread. 

* Repent, therefore, and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out, — Acts iii. 19. 
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Not 80," the Bervant straight replied, 
** For this do blood shall flow ; 
But he who dar'd the cup to hide. 

Alone in slarery go." 
Then searched the sacks that lay around,- 
In Benjamin's the cup is found. 



How bitterly the brothers grieve ! 

What anguish they express ! 
Dear Benjamin they will not leave 

Alone in his distress, 
But with him to the city go. 
And there unfold their tale of woe. 



Now for the youth hear Judah plead ! 

** Long since a favourite son 
My father lost ; his heart would bleed 

To lose this youngest one. 
Such grief would bring him to the grave 
Let me instead become a slave.'* 



What generous love ! Can this be he, 
Wl^ose heart was once like stone. 

And Joseph's pangs unmov'd would see 
When in the pit cast down 1 

What transport now sweet Joseph feels ! 

No longer he his name conceals. 
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Strangers may not the scene heboid. 

When Joseph says with tears, 
" I am your hrother whom ye sokl ; — 

O ! calm your rising fears." 
And while each shares his fond embrace, 
The voice of weeping fills the place. 

With anguish sore their hearts must melt 

Who Joseph's kindness share. 
To think they had so basely dealt 

With such a brother rare : 
And each forgiving word they hear 
Must make their crimes more black appear. 

CHILD. 

Yet One there is more lovely far 

Than aught on earth can be, 
One brighter than the morning star. 

Yes ; — One who died for me ; 
And oft have I his grace refusM, 
His name forgot, his love abus'd. 

The more I of his goodness know. 

The deeper is my shame, 
That I so little love should show 

To his most blessed name. 
How great my wonder then will be. 
When his bright face in heaven I see 1 



^^ 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

JOSEPH, OR THE LONG LOST SON. 
Gen. xlv. 16 to end ; xlvi. ; xlvii. 1 — 12 ; 1. 

Before Joseph told his brothers who he 
was, he had sent the servants out of the 
room ; yet he had cried so loud, that the 
servants had heard, and soon they knew the 
reason why Joseph had sent them out. 
The servants were glad to hear that Joseph 
had found his brothers. Joseph had not 
told the people of Egypt of his brothers' wick- 
edness. 

Pharaoh, the king, heard of the brothers 
being found: and he too was glad, for he 
loved Joseph. 

He called Joseph, and said to him, '* Your 
brothers must come and live near you, and 
you must send for your old father, and for 
all the little children ; and they shall have the 
best food in all the land to eat. We will give 
them houses, fields, and gardetv^^ aad they 
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shall live together. We must send wagons 
to bring the little cliildren, their mothers, 
and your old father : but they need not bring 
their things, for we will give them every- 
thing they want.*" 

You see how kind the king was. 

Joseph got wagons with some beasts to 
draw them, and he gave his brothers some 
food to eat as they travelled home. He also 
made them some handsome presents, for Jo- 
seph was very rich. He gave them each 
two suits of clothes ; but to Benjamin he gave 
five suits of clothes, besides a great deal of 
money. He sent a present to his father; 
ten asses that carried all kinds of good 
things; and ten asses more that carried a 
great deal of bread and meat for his father 
to ieat by the way. 

When all the things were ready, Joseph 
told his brothers to go to Canaan, and to 
oome back quickly. He gave them one 
piece of advice before they went. " Take 
care," he said, " that you do not quarrel by 
the way.'' 

They must have had a p\ea^a\\t ^^owkv^^- 



1S8 JOSBPH, OB 

Old Jacob had been longing* 16 8^ them, 
and fearing lest Benjamin should not come 
back safely. At last they came, and he saw 
that not one was missing. 

They told him quickly the joyful news. 
'^ Joseph is alive : and he is the great lord 
that sells com in the land of Egypt.'' 

Perhaps you think Jacob was delighted ; 
but, no, he would not believe them. 

** No," said he, ** my son has long been 
dead." 

" But we have seen him," said they. 

" It cannot be true,'' said Jacob. 

Then the brothers told him what Josepli 
had said, ^^ He desires us all to come and 
live with him, and he sends for you.^ 

Still Jacob could not believe them. 

^^ Only come and see the wagons he has 
sent, and then you will believe us," said 
they. 

So they took old Jacob to see the wagons, 
and when he saw them he did believe; and 
then he was glad. 

" It is enough,'' said old Jacob. " Jo- 
seph, my son, is yet alive ; 1 yj\\1 ^o and see 
A/m before I die." 
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The brothers told their wives and their 
children that they must • leave Canaan, and 
take a long journey. They got into tlie 
wagons, and set out. Jacob was lame ^ and 
old, and he rode in a wagon, but the brothers 
were strong enough to walk. And they 
took their sheep, and cows, and goats, and 
camels, and asses with them, and all their 
things. They had to travel a very long way. 
No doubt the little children were much 
pleased, for children are fond of making 
iourneys. 

At last they all came into the land of 
Igypt. 

Long before they came to Joseph'^s house, 
ey saw a fine chariot coming towards 
em. It was Joseph^s. It stopped, and 
seph got out of it. 

^Id Jacob stepped out of his wagon. His 

r was grey, his legs were weak, and he 

Id hardly walk. Joseph was a fine and 

ious lord. He ran to meet his father, and 

V his arms around his neck : and then he 

for a long while. , 

^geob) halted upon his thiirh. — Geti. t^xtav. ^V. 
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The last time Joseph had kissed his father 
was, when he was a boy dressed in his pretty 
coat, and was going to look for his brothiers 
to see how they did. How many sad days 
had Jacob spent since that time, in think- 
ing of him ! And now at last he had found 
him again. 

The brothers did not feel envious now, 
when they saw Jacob and Joseph folded in 
each other^s arms. 

" Now," said old Jacob, " let me die, 
since I have seen your face, Joseph, once 
more." 

Then Joseph said to his father and bro- 
thers, " I will go and tell Pharaoh that you 
are come.**' 

So Joseph went to Pharaoh the king, and 
said, " My father, and brothers, and their 
flocks, and all that they have, are come.** 

And then he brought five of his brothers 
and showed them to Pharaoh. And Pharaoh 
said to them, '' What is your employment?'' 

" We are shepherds ; but there is no grass 
in Canaan for our sheep. Will you give us 
some fields where we cau feed them ?" 
Pharaoh said that he wou\d ^\n^ xXv^^sv ^ 
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great many fields, and that they might live 
there altogether, with their children and their 
flocks. 

Joseph wished them to live altogether, be- 
cause the people in Egypt worshipped idols. 

Joseph wished the king to see his dear old 
father: so he brought him in to the king. 
The king treated him with great respect, be- 
cause Jacob was a very old man. Even 
kings should pay respect to old men. 

Should not children pay great respect to 
an old man ? When they see a grey-headed 
old man, they should be ready to wait upon 
him, and to do what he bids them. 

Old Jacob put his hands on Pharaoh^s 
head, and prayed God to show him kindness. 
This was called blessing him. Jacob blessed 
Pharaoh, because he had been very good to 
his dear Joseph. Jacob must have loved 
Pharaoh very much. 

Pharaoh said to Jacob, " How old are 

you ?" 

Jacob said, ^* I am one hundred and 
thirty years old, but I am not as old ?c% \sv>j 
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fathers were ; and my life has been full of 
troubles.'' 

Then Jacob blessed Pharaoh again, and 
went away to the place Pharaoh had given 
him to live in. There he lived, with all his 
children round him. Joseph did not live 
with him, but he often came to see him. 

Jacob at last fell sick, and knew that he 
soon should die. He sent for all his sons, 
that he might bless them before he died. 
Jacob had been lame a long while, and now 
he was almost blind, and very weak and sick. 

When his sons came he sat upon the bed, 
and called them one by one that he might 
give a blessing to each. After he had blessed 
them, he said, " I am soon going to die, bury 
me in the cave in Canaan, where Abraham 
my grandfather is buried, and Isaac my 
father.^' Then he gathered up his feet into 
the bed, and died. 

His spirit went to God, and he is still 
with him in heaven. His body will rise 
from the cave at the last day. 

Joseph fell upon his father's face when he 
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was dead, and wept upon him, and kissed 
him. Those grey hairs had not gone down 
in sorrow to the grave, for God had com- 
forted Jacob before he died. 

Joseph took his father's body to Canaan 
to put it in the cave where Abraham and 
Isaac were. All the brothers went with Jo- 
seph, and a great many servants, and cha- 
riots, and horses. Afterwards they came 
back to Egypt. 

A very sad thought came into the minds 
of the brothers. They said to each other, 
" Perhaps Joseph has only been so kind to 
us to please his father ; perhaps he has not 
really forgiven us ; and now perhaps he will 
punish us.*' So they sent a servant to Jo- 
seph, and told the servant to say to Joseph, 
" Your father, before he died, told us to beg 
you to forgive us our great wickedness. So 
pray forgive us." 

When Joseph heard this message, he be- 
gan to weep. Why did he weep ? Because 
he was sorry that his brothers should think 
he could be so unkind to them. Soon his 
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brothers came and fell down before him, aud 
seemed much afraid. Joseph said, ^^ Fear 
not: it was wrong of you to sell me, yet 
God made it turn out for good ; because 
when I was in Egypt I saved the corn, and 
so you were kept from dying from hunger. 
I will still feed you and your little children.'' 
He spoke very kindly to them, and com- 
forted them. 

Joseph lived to be a very old man, and at 
last he died. 

This is the history of Joseph. He is 
now in heaven with his dear Lord Jesus 
Christ. Joseph forgave his brothers, and 
Christ has forgiven him ; for Joseph com- 
mitted sins, though they are not written 
down in the Bible. 

You have heard the history of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. God loved them all 
three. Abraham was the grandfather, Isaac 
the father, and Jacob the son. 

God had promised the land of Canaan to 
the children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: 
that is, to their great-great-grandchildren. 
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God would. not forget that promise. But he 
had made them a better promise than that : 
he had promised them that Jesus Christ 
should one day be born into the world, and 
should save them from their sins.^ Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob ^ often thought of 
that promise.^ 

At last Christ did come, and now Christ is 
in heaven with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
as well as Abel, Noah, and Joseph, and all 
good men, whose sins Christ has forgiven.** 

Oh, my dear children, may you be with 
them one day ! 

* Tbe Scripture preached before the gospel unto Abra- 
bam.^— Gal. iii. 8. 

' Jacob's dying ejaculation was, *' I have waited for 
tby salvation, O Lord." — Gen. xlix. 18. 

3 These all died in faith, not having received the pi'o- 
mises ; but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded 
of them, and embraced them. — Heb. xi. 13. 

Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the 
truth o£ God to confirm the promises made unto the fathers. 
— Rom. XV. 8. 

* Ye are come unto Mount Sion ... to the general 
assembly and church of the first-born, whose names are 
written in heaven ... to the spirits of just men 
made perfect. — Heb. xii. 22, 23. 
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Full twenty years are pass'd away, 
Yet Jacob still laments the day 

He lost his dearest one. 
Ah ! never more he hopes to see 
That face of innocence and glee, 

Until this life is done. 

Thoagh nought can give his spirit ease. 
One infant, cberisbM on his knees. 

Has sooth'd his bitter woe. 
To part with him he gave consent — 
Now trembles lest some accident 

Have laid bis darling low. 

How vain are all his fond alarms ! 
Again he clasps him in bis arms, 

And gazes on bis face. 
And, bark ! be bears a strange report, 
That Joseph lives, and in a court 

Maintains the bigbest place. 

But he will not the news believe, 
Until his aged eyes perceive 

The tbings that Joseph sent. 
Then Joseph's words to bim are told : 
He cries, ** I shall bis face behold^ 

And I shall die content." 

Mothers, and babes, and maidens fair, 
A joyful, numerous train, prepare 
With Jacob lo proceed. 
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These in the wagons safely ride. 
While men and striplings by their side, 
The flocks and cattle lead. 

Now Canaan's mountains disappear. — 
Lo ! Joseph's chariot's drawing near, 

Which princely honours deck : 
Before his father, Joseph bows. 
His arm around him fondly throws, 

And weeps upon his neck. 

Another name sweet Joseph bears. 
Another garb indeed he wears, 

His heart no change has known ; 
True piety his youth adom'd. 
When by his cruel brothers scom'd. 

And in the pit cast down : 

And still his father's God he fears. 
His aged father still reveres. 

And sinful ways abhors : 
And by his words and actions shows. 
With love his heart still overflows 

For God's most holy laws. 

CHILD. 

In early youth I would begin, 
As Joseph did, to flee from sin. 

And God's commands obey : 
And though, awhile, I may be sad. 
My God at length will make me glad 

In heaven's eternal day. 



CHAPTER XX. 

MOSES, OR THE BASKET OF BUI.KUaHES. 
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You have heard how Joseph and his brothers 
lived happily in Egypt for a long while. At 
last they grew old and died, but they left a 
great many children; and their children had 
a great many children ; till at last there were 
hundreds and thousands of people. These 
people were the grandchildren of Jacob, and 
his great-grandchildren and their children. 

Did you know that Jacob had two names ? 

His other name was Israel. It was a name 
that God had given him. 

All the sons of Jacob were called the chil- 
dren of Israel, or the children of Jacob, and 
the grandchildren of Jacob were called by 
this same name, *' children of Israel." There 
were some men, and some women, and some 
children, and all of them together were 
called, ** children of Israel." 

The grown-up people were called "chil- 
dren of Israel.'' 

They did not live in Canaan, you remem- 
ber ; they had left Canaan because no corn 
grew there for a long while ; they lived 
in Egypt and took care of their sheep. While 
the good kin^ Pharaoh livee\ iVxe'j v^^x^NVix^ 
happy. At last he died, av\d VWve ^^^ ^^^' 
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ther king of Egypt : he was called Phau 
You shall hear what he did, and theo 
shall tell me whether you think he 
good. 

He knew that the children of Israel 
come from a great way off, and he 
" There are so many of them, perhaps 
may some day fight against me with sw 
and kill me and my servants. I will i 
them work hard, and I will try to kill 
with hard work." 

So he desired that they would ma 
great many bricks, and build very 
1 walls. He sent some of his men to : 

them work hard. 

The children of Israel were used to U 

r 
m 

I care of sheep, and that is a pleasant 

[ ployment. Shepherds lead their floci 

j the green fields, and by the side of the 

I waters, and they sit under the shade 

\ tree when the sun is hot. Is not 

I pleasant ? But now the children of ] 

) were obliged to dig up the clay, ar 

make bricks, and to dry them in the 
and if they did not make a great j 
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bricks, the men whom Pharaoh had sent, 
beat them. So now they were very un- 
happy : they often sighed, and groaned, and 
shed tears. 

Yet all this hard work did not kill them ; 
so the king thought of another plan. He said, 
" Let every boy-baby be thrown into the 
river." He did not order the girl-babies to 
be drowned, because they would not be able 
to fight with swords when they grew up. 

Whenever the king heard that one of the 
children of Israel had a little boy-baby, he 
sent his men to throw it into the river. 

There was a very good woman, who had 
a little boy-baby ; she was one of the chil- 
dren of Israel. 

This woman knew that God would take 
care of her child, and she prayed to God to 
take care of her baby. She hid her baby, 
so that Pharaoh's men could not find it. I 
do not know where she put it, but God let 
her hide it in a very safe place. 

When the baby was three months old, she 
found that she could not hide him any more. 
What should she do with \\er \iaV\N "^ 
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You have heard of the ^reat river in 
llgypt. Close by the river there grew a great 
many reeds and bulrushes, which are like 
very high, thick grass. She took some bul- 
ruslies and made them into a large basket. 
She wished to make a basket into which the 
water could not come ; so she got some pitch, 
and covered the basket with pitch. Then 
she put her little baby inside, and took the 
basket in her arms. No one could tell what 
was in the basket. 

She went to the river-side, and laid the 
basket among the great rushes, close by the 
water. She knew that God would not let 
the child be killed, and so she left it, trust- 
ing in God. 

She had a little girl much older than the 
baby. This little girl was the baby's sister. 
She stood a good way off, to see what would 
become of her baby-brother. Soon she saw 
some ladies walking by the river-side. One 
of these ladies was king Pharaoh'^s daughter. 
She was a princess. The other ladies were 
her maids, and they were going with the 
princess to some place w\\eTe ^V\^ tould bathe; 
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(for Egypt is a very hot country, and people 
bathe in hot countries.) 

The princess was looking at the rushes, 
when she saw something very strange peep- 
ing out amongst them. When she saw it, 
she said to one of her maids, ** Go and see 
what that is." So the maid went, and found 
the basket. She took it up and brought it 
to the princess. The princess opened the 
basket, and saw a sweet babe. It was fair 
and lovely. 

It began to weep. Poor infant ! it was 
used to lie in its mother''s arms, but now there 
was no one to feed it or to comfort it. The 
princess pitied the child. She had heard of 
how her father had desired that every baby 
should be thrown into the river, and she said, 
" I suppose this is the baby of one of the 
children of Israel." She did not wish it to 
be thrown into the river. 

The baby's sister had come nearer, and 
had seen what the princess had done. She 
saw that the princess pitied it, so she said, " If 
you want a nurse, I could find you ov\e^^lv5 

' (Moses) was exceeding f«ir» — \cl% V\\.*i^. 
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would nurse the child for you." The prin- 
cess said, " Go.'* 

Whom did she call ? The baby's mother. 
When she was come, the princess said to 
her, " Take this child, and nurse it for me, 
and I will give you wages." 

How glad the mother was to take care of 
it ! She saw that God had heard her pray- 
ers, and saved her child from being drowned. 

The mother could teach it about God 
as soon as it could understand. But she 
was not allowed to keep it always. When 
it was a big child, the princess sent for it 
to come and live with her, and she called 
it her son. She gave it a name. " I shall 
call it * Moses,' " she said; which means, 
" drawn out," for he was drawn out of the 
water. 

The princess lived in a fine house, and had 
a great many servants. Moses had beauti- 
ful clothes, nice things to eat, and servants 
to wait upon him. He had no hard work 
to do ; yet he was not idle, but learned a 
great many things. The princess told wise 
men to teach him. 
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He knew the names of the stars; the 
names of beasts, and birds, and plants. He 
learned about all these things, and grew very 
wise. One thing these wise men could not 
teach him — even about God ; for they wor- 
shipped idols. Yet Moses did know about 
God, for his father and mother knew the 
true God, and, when he was little, Moses 
lived with them. Of all the things Moses 
knew, this was the best. He was wiser than 
all the men in Egypt, for he knew the true 
God. 

He was brave, as well as wise, and all the 
people in Egypt praised him, and paid him 
respect. Was Moses happy ? No ; and I 
will tell you why, in the next lesson. 



*' My child, I can no longer bide thee; 
So to my God alone confide thee." 
Thus spake a mother, broken-hearted. 
As from her darling child she parted. 

Once more with tenderness embracing, 
And in an ark the infant placing. 
She to the riser's side conveyed it, 
And 'mong the flags in BecietUvdit. 
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The princess near her course is bending, 
A train of maids her steps attending. 
She cries, ** What is it lying yonder V — 
Then views the curious ark with wonder. 

Within it lies a little creature. 
Of fairest form and lovely feature ;— • 
Behold, the Hebrew babe is weeping. 
It needs a mother's tender keeping. 

With pity moved, great Pharaoh's daughter 
Resolves to save the child from slaughter; 
To her kind heart its tears endear it. 
And now she seeks a nurse to rear it. 

A little maid has watched her brother ; 
She runs and tells the baby's mother ; 
Whom for its nurse, the princess chooses. 
Nor she the office sweet refuses. 

Oh! who can tell the mother's pleasure. 
Again to find her infant treasure ! 
Again beneath her roof behold it. 
Again within her arms enfold it ! 

Nor will she lose this precious season. 
To teach him many a holy lesson ; 
But use her every fond endeavour. 
To make him serve the Lord for ever. 

Soon in a palace gay residing. 
And in a heathen court abiding. 
And BYery earthly good possessing. 
He chiedy craves a beaveivXy \Aft%%\Tv^, 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

MOSES, OR THE PIOUS CHOICE. 
£xod. ii. 11 — 15. 

VE told you how very hard the poor 
Iran of Israel worked, in making bricks. 
m Moses was grown to be a man, this 
ght came into his mind ; — *' I live in a 
house, and am as great as a prince. I 
J no work to do ; but my poor cousins, 
children of Israel, they are working like 
?s. Cruel men are beating them. Can- 
I help them .?*' This thought made him 

o you remember the promise God made 
\.braham about his great-great-grand- 
Iren ? These children of Israel were the 
t- great-grandchildren of Abraham, 
braham's child was called Isaac : Abra- 
s grandchild was Jacob ; and Abra- 
*8 great-grandchildren were Joseph and 
brothers. Now Joseph's children were 
iba/n'5 ^reat-great-grarvdc\iSVdLT^\!i^ «sv^ 
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their children were his great^great-greatf 
children. The children of Israel* 
Abraham their great-great-great-grandfi 
only they had never seen him ; he died 1 
they were born, 

You, my little child, have a great^ 
grandfather. I do not know what his 
was, but I know he has been dead a 
while. If he were alive he would cal 
his great-great-grandchild. 

I am now going to tell you about 
great-great-grandchildren of Abraham 
Isaac, and Jacob, and about their chi] 
and their children ; and I shall alway 
them *' the children of Israel.^ 

What promise had God made to Abr 
about them ? He had said that they si 
live in the land of Canaan — that sweet 
full of hills and rivers, grass and flc 
sheep and cows, milk and honey. Go< 
said to Abraham, " I will give this la 
your children." Not to Isaac, but t 
great-great-great-great-grandchildren, a 
their children, and to their children. 
Moses had heard oi l\v\s ^^Yomise { pej 
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bk mother had told him of it. He had 
heUrd how he had been saved from being 
drowned when he was a little baby, and he 
believed that Grod would let him take the 
children of Israel into Canaan. He wished 
ta save them from being slaves among the 
wicked people of Egypt, and to make them 
happy in that pleasant land of Canaan. It 
was kind of Moses to wish to help the poor 
children of Israel. 

Moses left the king^s fine house, and all 
his fine things, and he went to the place 
where the poor Israelites were working hard. 
(The children of Israel were sometimes 
called Israelites.) 

He wished to see whether they remem- 
bered God^s promise to Abraham, and whe- 
ther they wished to go to Canaan. 

When Moses came to the place in Egypt 
where the children of Israel were working, 
how sad was the sight he saw ! There they 
were, labouring in the heat of the sun. They 
worked from morning to night. They dug 
up the clay to make bricks : — that was hard 
work. TheD they made the \>tv^^\ ^'k^ 
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put them in heape to dry them in the 

! Then: they carried them to build the | 

}\ walls for Pharaoh. 

5j They were forced to make a great i 

bricks, and the cruel men that Pharaoh 

sent, beat them when they were tired. ^ 

i^; groaned and cried, but still they were i 

^ ■ to do their tasks. 

S For the men set them a task ; not si 

I; little task as you have to do, but a great 

u The men said, " You must make ao i 

U bricks." I do not know how many thej 

them to make, but a great many. If 
did not do their task, the men would 

them. 

It is a sad thing to be a slave. Die 
ever hear this hymn ? — 

« I was not born a little slave. 
To labour in the sun, 
And wish I were bpt in my grave. 
And all my labour done." 
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' Moses was very sorry to see how the 
children of Israel were treated. 
One flky. he saw one of the task-mj 
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(the cruel men were called task-masters) 
beating one of the children of Israel. Moses 
could not bear to see the poor slave treated 
so cruelly. Moses looked to see whether 
there were any more task-masters near ; — ^he 
saw no one. So he killed the task-master^ 
and then dug a hole in the ground, and 
covered it over with the earth. 

Do you think it was right of Moses to 
kill the task-master ? I think it was wrong. 
Moses might have begged the man to be 
kind to the poor Israelite, but he should 
not have killed him ; for Moses was not a 
judge, nor a king, and none but judges 
and kings may kill wicked people. It was 
kind of Moses to help the poor Israelite; 
but it was wrong to kill the task-master. 

Moses thought that nobody saw him kill 
the man; but one of the Israelites saw him, 
and soon king Pharaoh heard of it, and Pha- 
raoh was very angry, and tried to find Moses, 
that he might have him killed. So Moses 
was obliged to go into a country a great way 
off, where the king could not find him. I 
will tell jou another time w\\al\\«^^tks^\» 
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Moses in that country. God loved Moses, 
and he took care of him wherever he went. 

Moses might have lived always in a fine 
house, and ridden in a chariot, and had many 
servants ; but you see how much he loved 
the poor children of Israel. Do you not 
think that he was like the Lord Jesus, who 
left his throne in heaven to save us from 
going to hell ? 

Moses wished to please God more than 
to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter.^ 
He knew that God loved the children of Is- 
rael, and he knew that God would one day 
help him to take them into Canaan.^ 

" In vain for me are tables spread 

With costly meats and wine ; 
In vain upon a silken bed 

At noon-day I recline; — 

* By faith, Moses, when he was come to years, refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing 
rather to suffer affliction withthe people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season ; esteeming the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt. — Heb. 
xi. 24^—26. 

^ Por he supposed his brethren would have understood 
Aofv God, by his hand, would de\\\w \\\wsL»~Act8 vii. 26. 
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f/ln^Y%in 0n pricing ooqr^era mount, . . . / 

In warlike chariots ride ; 
Treasures of gold and silver count. 

In palaces abide ; — 

" In vain am I for learning famed, 

For courage and for strength ; 
And, son of Pharaoh's daughter named. 

May wear a crown at length ; — 

" In slavery mj brethren groan. 

And eat their bread with tears ; 
Beneath a cruel master's frown 

Tbej spend their bitter years. 

" Yet God our father Abraham bless'd. 

And promis'd to bestow 
Upon his seed aland of rest, 

Where milk and honey flow. 

" O ! willingly would I forsake 

This court and palace fair. 
The glorious work to undertake 

Of leading Israel there. 

" O ! hoppy day, when we should see 

The hills our fathers trod. 
And, as one numerous family. 

Worship our fathers' Oodl" 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

MOSES, OE THE BUENIXG BUSH. 
£xod. iL 16 to end ; iii. ; ir. 

Moses was grieved to leave the poor childre 
of Israel groaning in Egypt ; but he ws 
forced to hide himself from Pharaoh. 

He took nothing with him on his journey 
— no servant, no ass ! But God was wit 
him. Though he could not see him, Mosc 
knew he was near him, and this was hi 
comfort. 

At last Moses came to a place where thei 
was much grass, and a great many sheej 
Here, also, there was a well, and Moses » 
down by the side of it ; for he had taken 
long journey. 

He had no house, no bed, and no frieni 
He was like Jesus, who had nowhere to la 
his head. But you will see that God ;wi 
take care of him. 

Soon there came se\eT\ ^tU to the xfrel 
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They were sisters, and they took care of 
their father's sheep. They brought their 
sheep with them to give them water. First 
they let down some pails, or buckets, into 
the well, and then poured the water into 
some great troughs that stood near, and the 
sheep drank out of the troughs. While they 
were doing this, some shepherds came to the 
well, and tried to drive them away, that their 
own sheep might drink water out of the 
troughs ; but the poor girls had filled the 
troughs with water, and it would have been 
very unfair to have taken the water from their 
sheep. But the men were stronger than they 
were, and often behaved in this way to 
them. 

IVloses did not like to see weak people ill- 
treated ; and he was very strong, so he stood 
up, and would not let the shepherds send 
the girls away, but helped them to draw 
water for their sheep. 

The poor girls thought that Moses was 
very kind, because he was only a stranger, 
and yet he had helped them. 

When they came home to t\\evt ^^^X\et^ V^ 
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said, ^^ How is it that you are come home so 
soon to-day ?*' And they said, " A stran- 
ger was by the well, and he would not let 
the shepherds drive us away, and he drew 
water for our sheep." 

Then the father answered, " Where is the 
man ? Call him, and ask him to come and 
eat bread with us." So the girls called 
Moses, and asked him to come to their house. 

It was God who put it into the man's 
heart to be kind to Moses. 

The old father asked Moses to live with 
him and his daughters ; and Moses said he 
would. Moses took care of the old father^s 
sheep, and he married one of the seven girls. 
Then the old father was called Moses' father- 
in-law ; because he was the father of his 
wife. 

Moses had once been a fine prince, and 
had ridden in a chariot ; but now he led his 
sheep to eat grass among the green hills. 

There was one thing that must have made 

Moses sad. What was that ? He knew that 

the children of Israel were still groaning at 

tbeir hard work. CouVd \ve\i^\\a.\;^^ while 
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they were so miserable ? You know that he 
could not, because Moses loved those poor 
people. 

The children of Israel were indeed work- 
ing hard. King Pharaoh had died; but 
there was another king Pharaoh as wicked 
as he had been. 

At last the children of Israel cried to 
Grod to help them, and God heard their 
prayers; and he remembered the promise 
made to Abraham, and he determined to 
save them. Now you shall hear what God 
did to help them. 

One day Moses was with the old father's 
sheep, among the high bills. He was quite 
alone. He looked up« and saw a bush on 
fire. He went on looking, and the bush was 
still burning, but was not more burnt away 
than at first. This surprised him very much, 
and he said, ^^ I will go and look at the 
bush, and see why it is not burnt up.*" 

He was just going up to it, when he heard 
some one speaking to him. The voice came 
out of the bush. Whose voice could it be ? 
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It was the voice of Gkxi, who gaid to 
'> Moses, Moses!" 

He answered, " Here am I.'* 

Then God said, *^ Come not neal* 
place, for I am here. I have beard the 
dren of Israel crying to me in their tro 
and I remember that I promised Abr. 
that his children should live in Canaan 
I am going to send them to Canaan. 1^. 
you must go to Pharaoh, and tell him 
them go.*" 

Was not this a hard thing for Mos 
do ? But God said, " I will be witl 
and help you." 

Then Moses said, *^ But perhaps the 
dren of Israel will not choose to come c 
Egypt. They will say, * We will m 
with you, Moses ; you are not speakin 
truth ; God has not really spoken to 
What shall I do then P^^ said Moses. 

Then God said that he would teaci 
to do wonderful things. God said, " ' 
do you hold in your hand P'' 

Now Moses had a long stick in his' 
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calkda rodU >>He liaed' to bdp his sheep t6 
get out of holes with his rod, and wbet/ he 
climbed high hills, he leaned upon his it)d. 
So when God said, ^^ What do you bold in 
your hand ?'' Moses answered, " A rod." 

*^ Throw it upon the ground," said the 
Lord. And Moses did so, and it was turned 
into a serpent. Moses was afraid of the 
serpent, and began to run away from it. 

Then God said, ** Take hold of it by the 
tail." So Moses took hold of it, and it was 
turned again into a rod. 

God said to Moses, ** When you go to 
Egypt, do this wonderful thing before the 
children of Israel, to show them that I have 
sent you ; but if they will not believe you, 
do this thing, too, that I will show you. 
Put your hand into the bosom of your 
clothes." 

So Moses put in his hand, and then hfe 
drew it out, and it was leprous, that is, it 
w.as/all covered over with white spots. What 
a frightful sight this was ! 
,,,TJben God said, "Put your hand^ in 
again;'* and he put it in, and "^vK^feftLXX. wiX 



sigm^ • ^d theti it was^ as well as it n^ 
befbn^.' : ' - ''\ 

Then ttod said to Moses, ^^ If the childr^E 
of Israel will not believe that I' have reaHj 
spoken to you, let them see you do thii 
wonder." 

**" But,^' said Moses, ^' I cannot speal 
well ; I do not know what words to say/* 

Then God told Moses that Aaron, his bra 
ther, should go with him, to speak for him 
You have not heard of Aaron before. H< 
could speak well, and he was a good man 
and loved God/ 

Moses went back to his father-in-law, am 
told him that he must go back to Egypt 
and he took his wife, and his two little sod 
with him, upon an ass. 

As Moses was going to Egypt, he me 
his brother Aaron, and Aaron was glad tt 
see him, and kissed him. Then Moses an< 
Aaron went together to the land of Egypt. 

They found the poor Israelites at thei 
hard work, crying and groaning. Aaroi 
said to them, ^' God has sent us to tel 
' Avitork, the saint of lb© L.oTd.— ^%%cv\, 16. 
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Pharaoh to let you go to the land of Canaaiu^'' 
Then Aaron did the A^onders that God had 
shown Moses when he spoke to bim from 
the bush. You know what wonders I mean. 

Did the people of Israel believe what 
Aaron said ? Did they wish to go to the 
land of Canaan ? Yes, they did ; and 
they thanked God for having heard their 
prayers. 

I have often told you, my dear child, 
that God hears people's prayers. I hope 
that you, my dear child, will always pray 
to him when you are unhappy. 

The children of Israel did believe, and 
they said, ** We will go,'* and they bowed 
their heads, and thanked the Lord for his 
goodness. 

But Moses could not take them out of 
Egypt till Pharaoh had given him leave. 

Moses no more in courts abides, 
'Midst noisy mirth and strife ; 
Within a stranger's tent he hides 
From those that seek his life ; 
The stranger's daughter for a wife obtains. 
And in that distant land Vie \oii% ieiDAiTk&« 
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l/aable Israel to redeem, 

Now patiently be waits ; 
Watching bis flock beside the stream, 
On God he meditates ; 
On His great love to Abraham of old. 
And on the glorious things to him foretold. 

Lo ! in the desert God appears. 
Clothed in a robe of flame — 
Bids Moses dry his brethren's tears. 
And liberty proclaim. 
A court be once forsook to serve his God, 
Soon Egypt's king shall tremble at his rod. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

MOSES, OB THE FIRST PLAGUES. 
Ex. V. ; vi, ; vii. ; viii. ; ix. 1 — 12. 

TuK next day Moses and Aaron, and S4 
of the children of Israel with them, wen 
to speak to king Pharaoh. He was a pr 
and wicked map, and he worshipped idoh 

It was Aaron who spoke to Pharac^. 
said, " The Lord God desires you to 
the children of Israel go." 
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Do you think Pharaoh did let th^m go ? 
No, he spoke proudly, and said, " Who is 
the Lord, that I should obey his voice ? I 
know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel 
go.**' This was his proud answer. 

He was now more unkind than before to 
the children of Israel, and ordered the task- 
masters to make them work harder ; so that 
the children of Israel cried still more bit- 
terly. 

As Moses and Aaron came out from king 
Pharaoh, they saw some of the children of 
Israel waiting for them. These men said to 
Moses and Aaron, *' You have only done us 
harm by asking Pharaoh to let us go. He 
makes us work harder than ever." 

It was ungrateful of the children of Israel 
to speak in this manner to Moses, who had 
tried to help them. Moses was very meek 
and gentle, and he did not answer augHly^ 
but he went and prayed to Grod, and asked 
God what he must do now. 

God told him to go in to king Pharaoh, 
and to show him the wonder of the serpent. 
So Moses and Aaron went \x\. "^csett^ ^iw^ 
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to Aaixm^ ^^ Take this rod, and throw it <m 
the ground;^ and Aaron threw it down, 
and it became a live serpent; then after-* 
wards it was turned into a rod again. 

Would Pharaoh now say he would let 
Israel go? No, he would not; his heart 
was very hard, and he cared for nothing. 

So God told Moses to do another wonder- 
ful thing, and I will tell you what it was. 

Moses and Aaron went early in the mom- 
ing down to the side of the great river, and 
waited there till Pharaoh came ; for he came 
there very often to bathe. Then they said 
to him, " Because you would not do as Grod 
desired and let Israel go, now you shall see 
what God can do." 

Then Aaron took the rod, and lifted it up 
over the waters ; and, in a moment, the 
water was turned into blood. 

When Pharaoh saw this wonder, did be 
say that he would let the people go ? No* 
his heart was very hard, and he would not 
obey God. Pharaoh turned back, and wait 
into his house, and would not obey Grod. 

T'he people of l&gy^t Vv^d nothing to 
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drink, ibr aU< the water in tHe ponds « <va9 
tunaed into falodd, and all the water in jug)8^> 
and basing and cups, was turned into bloods 
The fish- in the river died, and a very bad 
smell came from the river. The people dug 
boles in the ground to get water. The watei* 
was blood for a whole week. 

t Aft Pharaoh would not mind, God sent him 
another plague. 

Aaron stretched out the rod, and frogs 
came running out of the river, and out of the 
pcmds, hundreds and hundreds of frogs. 
They * ran into the streets, and into the 
bouses, and went into the bed-rooms, and 
into the beds ; they went into the kitchens, 
and got among the food; — they went even 
into Pharaoh's house, and into bis bed. 

Then Pharaoh called for Moses and 
Aaron, and said to them, " Pray to God to 
take away the frogs. I will let the children 
of Israel go.'' 

' MoBee went and prayed to Gt>d, and God 
made all the frogs die, so that the people- 
swept the dead frogs into heaps, and tb^e 
beapp bada very bad smelL "" 
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But now Pharaoh aaid, '^ I ^nrrll inot let 
the people go.'' 

So God sent another plague. 

Aaron stretched out the rod, and 'turned 
all the dust into nasty little insects^ that 
crawled over the men and over the beasts; 
but Pharaoh would not mind this plague. 

Then God sent swarms of flies, that came 
in at the windows, and spoiled every thing, 
in doors and out of doors. But no flies came 
near the children of Israel. 

Then Pharaoh said, '' I will let the chil- 
dren of Israel ^o, if God will take away the 
flies." Then Moses prayed to God, and Qod 
took all the flies away, and did not even 
leave one. Then Pharaoh said, ^^ I will noft 
let the people go." 

So another plague was sent. 

The beasts fell very sick — the horses, and 
asses, the camels, the cows, and the sheep**^ 
and a great many of them died. Yet' Pha- 
raoh would not let the people go. - • ^ / /<'• 

Afterwards God made a great many bbils 

come upon all the men, and • women, ^land 

children, but not upon t\\e c\\\Vdte«^ lirM) 
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*°"W not mi7?''°*«f«nd; yet p! *" 

^ Frogs, ^ '"*° Wood. 

f S™*'! insects. 

I sb^IJ soon tp/J „ 

"•« God sen"toPr"°^^'"e more n, 
God was r t '"■^°^- '^ ^^"^* 

•""W^ton^alei^S^T'-^^^nPWaoh ,„^ 
« to do Wr °° '^hat ho « ' *"« 

j, ^^P^hnotto^S^-'o^ver^. 

"?. '^'^ punish evervJ, ^ 

:'"7«»mands.""^''°''^-hodoesnot. 
•'' *^^«'- children r ^ . 

: 'commands, h; ^"'^ ^^' ^Jven vou 
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unkind. I hope you will try to obey God's 
commands. For if you think in your heart, 
as Pharaoh did, " Who is the Lord, that I 
should obey his voice?" — will not Grod be 
very angry with you ? 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

MOSES, OB THE LAST PLAGUES.. 
Ex. iz. 13 ; X. ; xi. ; xii. 

One morning, Moses and Aaron rose up 
very early and came to Pharaoh, and said to 
him, " To-morrow God is going to rain great 
hailstones from the sky, — such hailstones as 
were never seen in Egypt before. They 
will kill all men and beasts that are out of 
doors. Therefore you must keep your cows, 
and horses, and asses in the stables, or they 
will be killed." 

A great many of the men of Egypt heard 

Moses and Aaron say this. Some of them 

believed their ' words. TVve^ ke^t thdr 
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beasts in their stables, and told their servants 
to keep in-doors. But some of the men who 
heard did not believe, and let their beasts 
remain in the fields, and their servants with 
them. 

The next day Moses stretched out his rod 
towards the sky, and God sent thunder and 
hail, and fire which ran along the ground. 
It was a most dreadful storm. Such a storm 
was never seen before. The noise of the 
hailstones and of the thunder must have 
made every one tremble who heard it. But 
how glad those must have been who were in 
their houses ! Many beasts and men were 
killed, the grass and corn were burned up 
by the fire, and the trees were broken. Yet 
there was no hail where the children of Israel 
were. 

This storm frightened Pharaoh, and he 
sent for Moses and Aaron, and said, " I have 
sinned : only pray the Lord to send no more 
thunder and hail, and I will let the children 
of Israel go." 

Moses said, ** I will go out of the city^^ 
and I will stretch out my hands lo G^o^^«xv^ 
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he will not send any more thunder and hail : 
but still I know you will not obey God 
yet/' 

So Moses went out of the city, for he did 
not fear the storm. Then he stretched out 
his hands, and God made the hail and thun- 
der stop, and he made the rain leave off. 

Did Pharaoh let Israel go? No; when 
he saw that the storm was over, he would 
not. All Pharaoh's servants were wicked 
too ; for they did not wish him to let the 
Israelites go. 

Then Moses and Aaron went to king 
Pharaoh again, and said, ** God will now 
send locusts into your country." 

What are locusts ? They are insects, 
about the size of a child's thumb. Thou- 
sands of them fly close together in the air, 
and they perch upon the trees, and eat up all 
the leaves and fruit. 

Pharaoh and his servants were very angry 
when they heard that the locusts were 
coming, and they spoke roughly to Moses 
and Aaron, and drove them out of the house. 

Moses stretched out the rod, and God 
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made the wind blow very hard, and next day 
the wind blew a great number of locusts into 
Egypt. The locusts made the sky look 
black as the wind blew them along; but 
they did not stay in the air ; they perched on 
the trees, and ate up the fruit that the hail 
had left — they covered the grass and ate it 
up, and they even came into the houses. 

Pharaoh and his servants thought that 
they should soon have nothing to eat. Pha- 
raoh sent quickly for Moses and Aaron. " I 
have sinned,'' he said, " against the Lord, 
and against you. Only forgive me this once, 
and pray to God to take away the locusts, 
and I will let Israel go.'' 

So Moses prayed to the Lord. God sent 
another wind, and it blew the locusts away, 
and they fell into the sea, and there was not 
one locust left in Egypt. 

Then Pharaoh said, " I will not let Israel 

go- 
How sad it must have been to have walked 

in tb^ fields after the locusts had been there ! 

It was the pleasant spring, but it looked like 

winter. There were no leaves ow \Jcvfe Xx^^'^^ 
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there was no tender grass in the fields, 
was bare as in winter. What misery h 
Fharaoh^s wickedness brought upon i 
land! 

The next time Moses did not tell Phan 
what God was going to do. Moses stretcl 
out his rod toward heaven, and in one c 
ment God made it dark. It was darl 
than ever it is at night. There was not 
least light, except where the children 
Israel lived ; — there it was quite light. 

The people of Egypt were very mi 
frightened. They were doing their wo 
or eating, or walking, when all at once t 
darkness came on. They stopped, and 
down in the place where they were, and iie 
moved, night nor day. Now they had ti 
to think of all their wickedness. • 

It was dark for three days and three nigl 
and then it grew light. 

fiut was Pharaoh sorry for his wickedntf 

No, his heart was harder than ever. 

said to Moses, ^^ Get away, you shall il<^ 

see my face again. If you come in to 

any more you shall die." i 
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Then Moses said, ^^ You shall see my face 



no more." 



God spoke to Moses again, and said, ^^ I 
am going to send another plague. At night 
I shall come into every house in Egypt and 
kill the eldest son of every person. But this 
is what I desire the children of Israel to do. 
Let each man take a lamb, a lamb without 
spot, and kill it, and eat it that night with 
his family ; and let him take the blood of the 
lamb, and put some blood outside the door, 
and when I pass I shall see the blood, and I 
will not kill the eldest son in that house. 
Let the people in the house stand round the 
table while they eat the lamb. Let them all 
be dressed ready for going a journey." 

So all the children of Israel killed young 
lambs, roasted them, and ate them at night. 
They stood round their tables with their 
sticks in their hands. They ate some bread 
with the lamb, and some bitter herbs. They 
did not forget to put the blood on the posts 
of the door, for then they knew they were 
safe. 

The Dien of Egypt went to \>^^ \X\«X\i\^v 
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as usual, but in the middle of the night ;i 
eldest son in each house died. . No ones 
Grod's angel enter in, but yet he did cof 
No bars nor bolts could keep him out ; I 
when he saw the blood on the door, then 
passed over the house. 

What a dreadful cry the fathers a 
mothers made in Egypt when they fou 
their eldest sons were dead! They rusl 
out of their houses weeping. ** Our darli 
son is dead,'' said one.'' " And so is min 
said another. " And mine." " And min 
There never was such dreadful crying hei 
in Egypt before. 

Even Pharaoh's eldest son was killed, 
well as the sons of the poor people. Phan 
rose up at night, and called for Moses i 
Aaron, but it was dark, so that they did i 
see his face. 

" Go," said Pharaoh, " and take the el 
dren of Israel with you ; they may take th 
sheep and cows with them, and all that tl 
have." 

And all the men of Egypt begged 
childreu of Israel to go avjaj as fast as p 
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sible, for they were afraid that God would 
kill them all. 

Then the Israelites said to the women of 
Egypt, " Do give us some gold and silver 
before we go."^ 

And they said, " We will give you what 
you want, only go.^ 

So they gave them a gi'eat many beautiful 
things to take with them. 

The Israelites went away in a great hurry. 
They took their things just as they were. 
They put bread in their bags — they drove 
their sh^p, cows, camels, and asses before 
them, and so they set out in the night. 

There was a great crowd of people. More 
people than live in any great town, except 
London. No little child could have counted 
them. 

So at last they came out of Egypt, where 
they had been slaves so long. God had re- 
membered his promise to Abraham, and 
Abraham's children were on their way to the 
land of Canaan. 

* The word *' borrow" might equally well be traii%Ul^d 
" ask for, " according to the tesdmotiy o^ \Xi^ \i«eX. ^Ki\ft.'' 
meDtatx>r8- 
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God said to Moses, "They must nevei 
forget mj kindness in bringing them out o\ 
Egypt. They must eat a lamb every yeai 
as they have done to-nigbt. Eating th< 
Iamb shall be called eating the Feast of th< 
Passover.*^ Why was this supper called th< 
Passover? Because God passed over ih 
doors where the blood was seen. 

Of whom does the lamb, that each familj 
killed, make you think ? Of Jesus. 

That lambs' blood saved the eldest soi 
in the family from being killed : and Jesus 
blood saves all people who love him fron 
being punished in hell. How kind it was oi 
Jesus to shed his blood for us ! We oughl 
never to forget his kindness. 

Now count how many plagues Gt)d had 
sent to Pharaoh, and the people of Egypt. 

1. Water turned into blood. 

2. Frogs. 

3. Small insects from the dust. 

4. Flies. 

5. Death of the beasts. 

6. Boils. 

7. Hail and thunder. 
8. Locusts. 
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9. Darkness. 

10. Death of the eldest sons. 

What dreadful plagues these were! But 
there will be much worse plagues in hell. 

I hope, dear children, that you will obey 
God, and not make him angry with you. 
You know why God does not send us such 
dreadful plagues now. Jesus is begging for 
us, and God is waiting, that we may re- 
pent.» 

Plague 1. 

How crimson now that mighty flood. 

That late like silver shone ; 
How dreadful too those draughts of blood. 

In troughs of wood and stone ! 

Plague!^. 

What troops of frogs the rooms infest. 

And mount the royal bed. 
Defile the food for Pharaoh drest. 

The baked meats, and the bread ! 

' God is long-suffering to us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance. — 
2Pet. iii. 9. 
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Plaoub S. 

The dust that lay so thick around. 
Now stirs and seems alive ; 

Qn men and heasts vile insects bound. 
And constant torment give. 

Plague 4. 

What swarms of odious flies appear. 

And settle on the walls ; 
Their hateful buzz the king can hear 

Within his palace halls. 

Plague 5. 

The flocks and herds now droop and die 
Beneath the murrain's power : 

Upon the open fields thej lie. 
While vultures fierce devour. 

Plague 6. 

See pain is mark*d on every brow ; 

Hear moans from every breast ; 
A painful boil has laid each low. 

And robbed his flesh of rest. 

Plague 7. 

How loud the mighty thunderings sound ! 

Torrents of hail-stones fall : 
While streams of fire along the ground 

The stoutest hearts ii^^«\. 
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Plague 8. 
Driven before the eastern breexe, 

A cloud obscures the air : 
The locusts cover o'er the trees. 

And leave the branches bare. 

Plague 9. 
Lo, sudden darkness spreads around, 

And ever J face conceals ; 
None leaves the spot where he is found ; 

0*er all such horror steals. 

Plague 10. 
Ten thousand doors wide open fly. 

Though daylight long has fled ; 
Ten thousand frenzied parents cry, 

"My first-bom son is dead." 

At length our God the victory gains 

O'er Pharaoh's stubborn heart ; 
At length poor Israel leave obtains 

From Egypt to depart. 

child. 
Tis vain against that God to strive. 

Who heaven and earth commands ; 
How can a feeble sinner live. 

Who faUs into his hands ! 

O Lord ! this stubborn pride remove. 

That would resist thy will, 
And make me, with a child-like love. 

Obey thy precepts still. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

MOSES, OR THE RED SEA. 
Ex. ziii. 30 ; xiy. ; xy. 22. 

The children of Israel had begun t 
journey to Canaan. But they had to tr 
a long way before they could reach 
pleasant place. How would they find f 
way ? 

God himself showed them the way. 
went before them in a dark cloud, 
cloud moved, and they moved aftei 
But a black cloud could not be seen at QJ 
so at night God made the cloud sbin^ 
fire. In the day the cloud was a shade i 
the sun, and in the night the fire gave J 
to the Israelites.* When the cloud 05 
fire stopped, then Moses desired all :tl^ 
pie to set up their tents on the grouncL ,,' 
was called "encamping." .,.t 

' H» spread a clood for a covering, and fire td gfy< 
/« the nigrlit.— Pb. «v. 39. 
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And as soon as the cloud moved, the ])eo- 
ple wrapped up their tents, and placed them 
on the backs of their camels and asses, and 
went on their journey. 

The children of Israel went very fast till 
they came to the sea-side. Then the cloud 
stopped, and they set up their tents close by 
the sea. This sea was called the Red Sea. 
Perhaps you think that the water of this sea 
was red, like blood : but the water was like 
other water, though it was called the Red 
Sea. 

They had not been long in their tents, 
before they heard a great noise : it was a 
noise of wheels, and a noise of horses. They 
looked, and saw, a great way off, Pharaoh 
and a number of soldiers in chariots, and on 
horses. Pharaoh had been sorry that he had 
let them go, and he was coming after them to 
bring them back. 

The Israelites were very much frightened. 
What could they do ? They could not get 
over the sea, for they had no ships : yet if 
they staid where they were, Pharaoh and l\U 
men would soon overtake t\\evc\, ^csvAl ^^v 
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against them^ and Pharaoh's men could 
fight far better than they could. What 
could they do ? They cried to God to help 
them. This was right : but they did some- 
thing else that was not right : they began to 
speak angrily to Moses. " Why have you 
brought us up out of Egypt ? We would 
rather have died there than come here : for 
we shall certainly be killed." 

It was ungrateful to say this to Moses: 
but he answered them meekly. *' Do not 
be afraid : God will fight for you, and you 
shall never see the faces of Pharaoh and his 
men again.'' 

Then Moses went and prayed to God : for 
Moses knew that God would save the children 
of Israel. 

Then God said to Moses, " Lift up your 
rod over the sea, and I will make a dry path 
for the Israelites to walk upon." 

So Moses lifted up his rod, and the waters 
obeyed him ; and part of the waters were 
lifted up on one side, and part on the other, 
and seemed like two walls of water, while a 
dry path was seen betvietxi. 
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The Israelites walked in the path, and all 
their cattle with them. It was the evening 
when they began to cross the sea, and they 
were walking across all the night : yet it was 
not dark. 

I will tell you why it was not dark. You 
know that the cloud in the sky shone 
brightly in the night, and gave light to 
the Israelites. But God did not choose 
that Pharaoh should see the light ; so 
God made the night-cloud move back- 
ward : and it stood in the sky between the 
Israelites and Pharaoh : the bright side was 
turned towards the Israelites, and the dark 
side towards Pharaoh, so the Israelites saw a 
bright light : but the armies of Pharaoh 
were in the dark, and they could not go fast 
because it was so dark : but the Israelites 
walked quickly along the dry path, and by 
the morning they got to some land that was 
on the other side of the sea. They had not 
yet got to Canaan, but they had got over the 
sea, and they were on their journey to 
Canaan. 

J<^ow I will tell you v^\\c\\\eT Tl^Wx^'^ 'ks^^ 
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his men got over the sea or not. When they 
came to the edge of the sea, they saw a dry 
path through the sea, and the walls of water 
on each side: so they went along the dry 
path. When they had gone about half way 
across the sea, and were hoping soon to over- 
take the Israelites, God looked at them 
through his cloud. Pharaoh and his men 
heard dreadful noises, and they were very 
much frightened. It was God who made 
them afraid. 

They could not make their chariots go 
on, and they thought that God was going to 
help the Israelites to kill them : so they said 
to each other, *^* Let us turn back.^ 

Ah ! it was now too late; God was going 
to destroy those wicked men : they drove as 
fast as they could, that they might get out of 
the water, but it was too late : for the walls of 
water fell down and covered them all, and 
they lay like stones at the bottom of the sea. 

This was the end of Pharaoh and of his 

wicked servants. The Israelites had got 

safely over to the other side of the sea. As 

soon as they bad got onct^ God had desired 



THE RED SEA. 



185 



Moses to lift up his rod, and to make the 
walls of water fall down and cover the dry 
path. Moses had done as God told him : 
and so Pharaoh and his men, who were in the 
middle of the sea, had been^drowned. 

In the morning the Israelites heard no 
sound of chariot-wheels coming after them, 
but they saw some of the dead bodies of 
Pharaoh^s men lying on the edge of the sea : 
for the sea, which moves up and down, had 
tossed them upon the land. 

Now the Israelites saw that the cruel 
men could hurt them no more: '^God had 
punished them for their wickedness, and 
had saved the poor children of Abraham as 
he had promised. 

This was a happy morning for the Israel- 
ites. They thanked God for his goodness in 
saving them, and they sang together a beau- 
tiful song of praise. 

The song began with these words : " I 
will sing unto the Lord, for he hath tri- 
umphed gloriously : the horse and his rider 
hath he thrown into the sea." This sea 
was called the " Red Sea.'' 
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The women made sweet music, anc 
these same words. Moses^ sister ]M 
who had watched him when a baby, ] 
the music, and the women sang with h 

How pleasant it must have been U 
seen the poor Israelites singing ai 
joicing ! A little while before they ha 
working hard in the sun, they had 
beaten by cruel men, and had crie< 
groaned : now they were slaves no moi 
they were on their way to a sweet 
where they might live happily. 

Dear children, there is a sweeter Ian 
Canaan. I hope we shall live there 
day. Ought not we to praise Gc 
helping us to get to that sweet land ? 
will help you, dear children, to get tl 
you ask him very often. Satan, you 
is trying to get your souls: but C 
stronger than Satan. God did not le 
raoh hurt the Israelites, and God cs 
vent Satan hurting you.' 

' The God of peace shnll bruise Satan under } 
shortly. — Rom. xvi. 20. 



THE KEn SEA. , 187 

In deepest gloom of darkest oight. 
Between two walls of wondrous height, 
Pharaoh with all his men of might. 

Poor Israel's host pursue, 
llie wind is high — the path is dry. 
Horsemen and chariots swiftly fly : 
*• We'll overtake," they loudly cry, 

'* And kill that slavish crew." ' 

But sudden'^Klrag their chariot-wheels, 
A sudden horror o'er them steals. 
While God on high his wrath reveals, 

From yonder fiery cloud. 
The lightnings play — the thunders roar, 
The skies a mighty torrent pour i* 
Were e'er such lightnings known before, 

Or thunderings so loud 1 

llie sound, the sight, o'erwhelm with fright, 
Horsemen and chariots take to flight. 
" Does not their God for Israel fight ?" 
The horsemen trembling cry. 

' The enemy said, I will draw my sword, my hand shall 
destroy them. — £x. xv. 9. 

* The 77 th Psalm refers to the passage across the Red 
Sea, and thus describes the storm attending Pharaoh's de- 
struction. ** The clouds poured out water : the skies sent 
out a sound : thine arrows went abroad. The voice of 
thy thunder was in the heaven : the lightning U^btAOAd 
the world ; the earth trembled and sYiooV"^ 
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But while with furious speed they go, 
God makes the western wind to hlow,^ 
And o'er their heads the waters flow: 
Like stones the horsemen lie. 

Beneath the deep their hodies sleep — 
And they shall rise to wail and weep. 
And God upon their heads shall heap 

Hailstones, and coals of fire. 
What piercing cries shall rend the skies. 
When all who were God's enemies, 
Shall meet the Judge's angry eyes, 

Flashing with terrors dire ! 

How" vain to try from him to fly. 
Who made the sea, and earth, and sky, 
Whose arm can reach the mountains high. 

And deepest pits heneath !^ 
How vain to try from him to fly, 
Who can all secret things descry. 
Whose power no angel dare defy. 

Whose word can hlast with death ! 

* Thou didst hlow with thy wind, the sea c 
them. — Ex. xv. 10. As it was hy an eastern wind t 
sea watt made to go hack, (Ex. xiv. 21,) it is evide 
it was by a western wind it was made to overwhe) 
enemy : which fact is proved by the circumstance 
dead bodies of the Egyptians being washed up< 
eastern shore the following morning. — CEx. xiv. 30.' 

• Though they dig into hell, thence shall my hai 
them : though they climb up to heaven, thence will '. 
item down : and though they hide themselves in i. 

ofCBimel, 1 will search, and 1«l\l« iV^^m owv NiMst^xL^,- 
Jx, e, 3. 
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CHAPTER XXVL 

MOSES ; OR, THE MANNA AND THE ROCK. 
Ex. xvi. ; xvii. 1 — 7. 

The children of Israel were very glad that 
they had got away from their cruel masters. 
Now they had no hard work to do, and they 
had a kind master, even Moses. Ought they 
not to be good and happy ? 

They were now in a very large wilderness. 
I will tell you what sort of a place this wil- 
derness was. There were no men nor houses 
in it ; but there were lions and bears, who 
roared and howled;^ and there were serpents 
which bite, and scorpions which sting: 
there were no rivers, nor brooks, but there 
were high hills, and deep dark pits. There 
were scarcely any fruit-trees or corn-fields, 
so that there was very little to eat :* and the 

1 The waste howling wilderness. — Deut. xxxii. 10. 

' That great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery 
serpents, and scorpions, and drought, where there w«& va 
water. — Deut. viii. 15, Where \a lb© \jOt^ ^JosbXVk^ ^^ 
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Israelites aiuld uot sow coru, Dor plant fruit- 
trees, because they were traTelling. What 
could the poor Israelites do for food ? 

There was such a number of Israelites, 
that thej wanted a great deal of food to feed 
them. They had taken a little bread with 
them in their bags, when they had left £gypt; 
but they ate it up very soon. 

What ought they to do now? They 
ought to pray to God. He loved them, 
and would not let them starve. But these 
naughty Israelites began to grumble. They 
went to Moses and Aaron, and said, ** We 
wish we had died in Egypt. At least we 
there had bread and meat, as much as we 
could eat : but now we shall be starved. 
You have only brought us out of Egypt to 
kill us." 

How ungrateful they were to Moses and 
to God! 

Yet Moses did not answer roughly. He 

throogb the wilderness, througb a land of deserts and of 
pits, tbnragh a land of drought and of the shadow of 
death, through a land that no man passed through, and 
where no man dwelt t — Jer. Vi. 6. 
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knew that God heard their wicked words : 
and God did hear them. God called to 
Moses, and said, ^^ I have heard them, and I 
will feed them." 

Did they deserve to be fed ? O no ! 
How do you think God would feed them ? 
He would rain down bread from heaven. 
Was not this kind ? 

Next morning the children of Israel, when 
they looked out at their tent doors, saw the 
ground was white. They looked to see what 
made the ground white, and they saw little 
round white things on the ground. They 
said to each other, ^^ What can this be? 
We never saw anything like it before." 

Then Moses said, ** This is the bread that 
God has sent you from heaven ; gather it, 
and take it to your tents." 

So all the men got jugs, and baskets, and 
gathered the manna for themselves, for their 
wives, and for their little children : and 
there was enough for them all: not too 
much, nor too little, but just enough. They 
tasted it, and found it was as sweet as honey, 
and they called it manna." 



m 
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Theh they took it home, and their wives 
cooked it for dinner : they crumbled it, 
and baked it, and made it into cakes.^ 
They had manna for breakfast, for din- 
ner, and for supper ; nothing but manmi. 
It was very nice, and wholesome. It was 
more fit for angels than for men to eat, be- 
cause it came from heaven,* and did not 
grow out of the ground, as corn does. God 
sent it very early, before it was light, and 
every one was obh'ged to get up eariy to 
gather it, because when the sun was hot, it 
melted away, so that if the Israelites did 
not get up soon, they had no food. 

Moses said to them, " Do not save any 6{ 
the manna, for God will send you someeiery 
day. If it is all gone at night, dd ndt be 
afraid: trust God. He will send yocr mt^!* 

But some of the people chose tty^^Ve 



i^j 



> And the people weot about and gathered it, nifd 
groand it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and bah^dit ia 
pans, and made cakes of it.-~Num. xi. 8. 



' ■• . 



^ He had rained down manna upon th^m to ear, i^d had 
ivBD them of the com of heaven. Man did eat aiigeli* 



gtven 
foo<L — Fs. Ixxriii. 24, 25. 
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some of tlie manna. They were disobedient 
and ungrateful. They looked at their manna 
next morning, but it was full of worms. 
They could not eat it, but were obliged to 
throw it away. How foolish it is not to 
mind what God says ! 

Soon afterwards the people had no water 
to drink. There was no river in the wilder- 
ness, and very few wells, or ponds. Do you 
think God would let them die of thirst ? 

These naughty Israelites thought God 
would. So they went to Moses, and spoke 
very angrily. 

** Why did you bring us up out of Egypt? 
You mean to kill us, and our little children, 
and our cattle, with thirst." 

They were so very angry, that Moses 
thought they would soon throw great stones 
at bim^ and kill him. Yet Moses did not 
answer, but began to pray to God. " What 
shall I dp for these people ?^ said Moses. 

Then Grod said to Moses, ^^Take your 
rod, and go up a hill, and let some of the 
people go with you. Then, when you are 
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come to a high place close b^^ a rock, strike 
the rock, and water shall come out." 

So Moses took some people with him, and 
struck the rock, and the waters came run- 
ning out. 

A rock is a hard dry place, yet God made 
water come out of it. The water came run- 
ning down. The people at the bottom of 
the hill saw the water running down like a 
river, and flowing upon the dry grounds 

What a pleasant sight for the thirsty 
people ! Their mouths were dry, and their 
tongues were stiff, their throats burning; 
but now they might stoop down and drink, 
or they might fill their jugs with water. 
The poor cows, and sheep, and asses, ran to 
the water to drink. 

You see how kind God had been to them 
in their distress. Ought they not to trust 
him always — and to feel sure that he would 
help them ? 

God is very kind to you, dear children. 
You ought never to murmur like the Isra- 
elites, but to thank and praise God. 
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Israel must cross the desert wild, 
Where craggy rocks on rocks are piled : 

No waters flow. 

No flowers grow 
Upon that barren ground. 

The pits are deep. 

The scorpions creep, 
And wild beasts howl around. 

But Israel need no evil fear, 
For Israel's God is ever near : 

His cloud by day 

Points out the way. 
And shades them from the heat : 

In robes of light 

God shines at night. 
And guides their wandering feet. 

What though no golden ears of corn 
The barren wilderness adorn. 

Yet angels' bread 

From Heaven is shed. 
Like dew upon the ground : 

Ten thousands eat 

This manna sweet. 
And still enough is found. 

What though no river winds its way 
Where travellers may their thirst allay. 

At Moses' touch, 

The waters gush, 
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Fast from the rock they stream ; 
And rushy and roar. 
As down they pour. 

And like a riyer seem. 



CHILD. 

They say this world's a vale of tears, 
(Although so pleasant it appears,) 

That all on earth. 

Is little worth. 
And cannot make us blest ; 

That pleasures flyt 

Friends droop and die. 
And sickness breaks our rest. 

So let them say, for well I know. 
From God the sweetest pleasures flow. 

And he could be 

A friend to me. 
Should all besides depart : 

In sickness soothe. 

My pillow smooth. 
And cheer my fainting heart. 

While through this world my footsteps stray, 
This blessed God shall be my stay. 

My manna sweet. 

My shade from heat. 
My light in deepest gloom : 

His love shall flow 

Where'er I go, 
VdiH I reach the tom\>. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

MOS£S, OR MOUNT SINAT. 
Gen. zix. ; xx.; xxiy. 18; xxxi. 18. 

The Israelites went on travelling through 
the wilderness. Tlie wilderness was very 
large, and it would be a long while before 
they could get to Canaan. 

They soon came to a very high mountain. 
It was called Mount Sinai. It was the same 
mountain where Moses had seen the bush on 
fire when he was keeping his sheep. Now 
he had brought the children of Israel to that 
very place where God first had spoken to 
him. 

The Israelites placed their tents near the 
bottom of the mountain ; for the cloud had 
stopped, and so the Israelites knew that they 
ought to wait in that place. 

God told Moses to come up to the top of 
the mountain, for he had sovxveOovw^V^ 'sac^ 



19& MOSES, OR 

to bim. So Moses went up. Then God 
said to him, ^^ You see how kind I have been 
to the children of Israel in bringing them 
out of Egypt ; go down and ask them whether 
they will do what I desire them ; for if they 
will they shall always be my own dear 
people.'' 

So Moses went down and asked them if 
they would obey God. And they said ^^ Yes, 
we will do all that the Lord tells us.*^ 

Then Moses went up to the top of the 
mountain again, and told Grod what the 
people had said. ^^ They say they will do 
all that you command them.'' 

Then God said, ^^ I am now going to let 
the people hear my voice, and they shall see 
me speaking to you, Moses. Go down, and 
tell them to get ready." 

So Moses went down and said, ^^ In three 
days you will hear Gtxi's voice, and see him 
in a cloud at the top of the mount. Get 
ready, and wash your clothes." 

So the people washed their clothes, that 

they might all stand in clean white clothes 

before the Lord. Mose^ de%\\<id \xveu to put 
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railB all round the mount, that no one might 
go up the mount, or even touch it. No, 
even the sheep must not eat the grass upon 
that mount, for it was the mount of God. 

In three days, early in the morning, the 
people heard a loud voice, and then all trem- 
bled. Moses desired them to come out of 
their tents, and to look upon God. 

What a dreadful sight they saw! The 
mountain was shaking and moving up and 
down. On the top a great fire was seen, and 
a thick cloud, and such a smoke went up, as 
filled the sky with blackness and darkness. 
There were thunders and lightnings, and a 
sound came out of the fire. It was like the 
sound of a trumpet, and every moment it 
grew louder and louder. Even Moses him* 
self was frightened, and said, ^' I tremble, 
and am afraid.*" 1 

The Lord said to Moses, ** Come up to 
me on the top of the mount." 

So Moses went up, and all the people saw 

* And 80 terrible was the sight, that Mosos said, *' I 
exceedingly fear and quake.'' — Heb. xu.%\« 
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him go. He went upon the shaking mount 
and into the midst of the smoke. 

When Moses came up, God said to him 
(but God did not speak very loud,) " Go tel 
the people not to come up after you, for the; 
must not come up this mountain.^' 

And Moses said, ^^ I have put rails roun( 
the mount." 

But still God said, ^' Go and tell them no 
to come near,^^ for God knew how bold an< 
disobedient the people were. 

So Moses went down, and said, " Do no 
dare to touch the mountain, or you will b 
killed." 

Then Moses went up again, and Gro 
spoke very loud indeed, so that all the peopi 
heard; and as they heard, they tremblec 
Could you have seen that mountain, yo 
would not wonder that they trembled as the 
stood round it. 

What did God say in that loud voice 

You have often heard the words at churcl 

These were the words that God said, ** I ai 

the Lord thy God, that brought thee out i 

the land of Egypt, out ot vVve \vo\i^ of boi 
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dage/' {or from the place where you were 
shves.) 

I. Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me. 

II. Thou shalt not make images, and wor- 
ship them, (such images are called idols.) 

III. Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain. 

IV. Remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy, because in it God rested from his 
works. 

V. Honour thy father and thy mother. 

VI. Thou shalt not kill. 

VII. Thou shalt not commit adultery, 
{tfuit iSf a man must not take away another 
man's wife^ nor must a woman go away from 
her husband^ and have another husband.) 

VIII. Thou shalt not steal. 

IX. Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbour, (that is, no one may 
tell lies of other people.) 

X. Thou shalt not covet, (or wish for 
other people's things.) 

This was what God said on the mount, and 
then he said no more. 
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The people were glad when God 
off speaking, for they could not 1 
sound of that terrible voice ; but 
was speaking they had gone farther 
ther away. 

When Moses came down they sai< 
"Ask God never to let us hear I 
again, it frightens us so much. 1 
God to tell everything to you, M< 
you can tell us what he says." 

So Moses went up again to the da 
at the top of the mount, and told G 
the people had said. " They do not 
hear thee speak to them again," said 

And God said, " They have don 
not wishing to hear my voice. I sh; 
to you, and you shall tell them ; an 
they would obey me, and that I mi^ 
them always." ^ 

You see that God wished the peo 
good ; but he knew that they did 
him in their hearts. 

Moses did really love God. Gc 
to him a great deal. God told I 
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come up to him quite alone, and to stay with 
him at the top of the mountain; and so 
Moses stayed with God forty days and forty 
nights, and all that time he neither ate bread 
nor drank water; but God kept him alive, 
and talked to him out of the thick cloud. 

At the end of the time God made him a 
present What was it ? A book. It was 
not made of paper like the books you have 
seen. It was made of stone. It had only 
two leaves, and on those leaves very little 
writing. God had made this stone book, 
and God had written in it with his own 
finger. 

You would like to know what was written 
in it. God had written in it all the words 
he had spoken in the loud voice from the 
cloud. The ten things God had told the 
Israelites, are called the Ten Command- 
ments. 

He had written them down that Moses 
might read them to the children of Israel, so 
that they might never forget his command- 
ments. 

Neither ought we to ioTg&l Qro^^ ^^\^- 
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mandments. They are written up i 
church, that we may read them. Di< 
ever see them ? I should like yoi 
dear children, to learn these commandn 
and I will tell you the meaning of 
over again. 

One of these commandments was, ^ 
shalt have no other gods but me." 
wished the Israelites to love him bette: 
anything else. But they did not. W< 
hear of their wickedness. We ought t 
God better than everything else ; for tl 
no one so kind and so good as God. 



O God, how terrible wert tbou. 

When from the mountain's burning brow 

Thy voice was heard ! 
Thunders and lightnings with thee came. 
And thickest smoke, and n^ing flame 

Around appeared. 

Well might each heart with terror thrill. 
As loud — ^more loud — and louder still 

The trumpet grew. 
Well might a thousand lips implore 
To hear thine awful voice no more, 

Lest death en&ue. 
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And yet the Toioe they could not bear 
Is heard above, — by angels fair. 

With great delight : 
When Adam dwelt in Eden's ground, 
He heard that voice, nor did the sound 

His soul affright. 

But when thy law he disobey'd. 
For fear of thee— in deepest shade 

He hid his head. 
Thy thunderings roar, and lightnings blase, 
Would thus no righteous soul amaze. 

Nor fill with dread. 

And Israel too had broke thy law^ 
So trembled when they heard and saw 

Thy dreadful power : 
The God who made the thunders roll, 
They knew «ould plunge each sinful soul 

Where flames devour. 

And have not I deserved to die 1 
How shall I dare to venture nigh 

Thine awful throne ? 
My sins would fill my soul with dread. 
Did not the blood that Jesus shed. 

For all atone. 



S6S 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

MOSES, OK TUE GOLDEN CALF. 
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Moses stayed in the mount forty days and 
forty nights. How did the Israelites behave 
while he was gone ? 

At first they behaved well, but at last 
they grew tired of waiting — they grew im- 
patient. They wanted to go on to Canaan 
quickly, but the cloud stopped at the top of 
the mountain, and they were not allowed to 
go on unless it moved, and unless Moses 
told them to move: and now Moses was 
on the top of the mountain, they began 
to think he would never come back ; so they 
went to Aaron, and said to him, ^^ Make us 
some gods to go before us, for we do not 
know what is become of Moses/' 

How wicked a thing to ask ! But you 
know they had lived in Egypt, where they 
had seen people worship idols, and they had 
learned to do the same. 

Aaron was afraid that they would kill him, 
if be did not make an image to please them. 
So he said, ** Bring me your gold earrings.'^ 
And the people brought him their golden 
earrings. 

How did they get so matvy gcAdi^w \5k«\^'^. 



206 MOSES, OR 

The women of Eg3rpt had giTen them gold 
before they set out on th^ journey. 

Aaioo melted all the earrings in the fire : 
then when the gaid was soft, he took a knife 
and cut it into an image. He made it in the 
shape of a calf. The people in Egypt wor- 
shipped calves. 

As soon as the Israelites saw it, they began 
to praise it, and say, ^^ This is he who brought 
us out of Egypt.'^ Then Aaron put it on a 
high place, and built an altar before it, and 
said that they would have a great feast the 
next day. 

The nest day they rose up early. They 
spent the day in worshipping the calf. They 
took their lambs and goats, and offered them 
on the altar as sacrifices to the calf, and then 
rose up to sing and dance, all the while 
praising the calf. 

You remember that they had promised a 
little while ago always to obey God, but they 
did not keep their promise. One of the tea 
commandments was, ^* Thou shalt not make 
an image, and bow down to it." How soon 
t/tejr broke that commawdaieivt. I 
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Moses was at the top of the mount talking 
with God. He did not know what they were 
doing, but God knew : and he said to Moses, 
"Go down; the people you brought out of 
Egypt have made a golden calf and are wor- 
shipping it. I am very angry with them, 
and I will kill them all ; but I will save you, 
Moses, and your children.^ 

Moses was grieved to hear that the Lord 
was angry, and he entreated God to forgive 
the people. ** Remember," he said, " how 
you have brought them out of Egypt, and 
how you promised Abraham that you would 
bless his children." And the Lord heard 
Moses' prayer, and determined that he would 
not kill them all. How kind Moses was to 
pray for the people ! How kind God was to 
say that he would not kill all the people ! 

Then Moses went quickly down the mount 
with the book of stone in his hand. When 
he had almost come to the bottom of the 
mount, he heard the noise of singing, and 
he knew that it was the Israelites praising 
their calf. At last he came to the tents, and 

T 3 
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he saw the calf, and the people dancing r 
it, like mad or drunken people. It n 
dreadful sight for Moses to see. He 
more angry still, and he threw down 
stone book upon the ground and bral 
into pieces. The Israelites had broken ( 
laws, and Moses broke the book in his a 
and his grief. Moses would not give 
stone book to these wicked people. 

Do you not think the people must 
been afraid when they saw Moses again 

They had thought they should never 
seen him again : but he had caught thai 
their wickedness. 

He took the calf — (and no one trie 
hinder him)— he threw it in the fire : 
when it was soft he ground it into pov 
and threw it in some water, and he i 
the Israelites drink that bitter water. 

Moses was very angry with Aaron 
having made the calf. Moses said to 
'* Why did you let the people be 
wicked ?" 

Aaron said, ^^ Do not be angry with 



THE GOLDEN CALF. 2*11 

the people chose to be wicked, and they 
asked me to make the calf; I did it to please 
them.'* 

This was a bad excuse. It was very wicked 
of Aaron to make the calf. We should not 
do wicked things even when people ask us. 

Moses told some of the men to take swords 
and to kill a great many people ; and they 
killed three thousand men with swords. And 
Gtxl made a great many other people fall 
i^ery ill. 

These were the punishments that God sent 
JO the wicked Israelites. They deserved to 
3e killed for worshipping the golden calf; 
)ut God listened to Moses' prayer, and did 
K>t kill them all. 

You have heard how the stone book was 
iroken. God did not make a new one him- 
elf, but he told Moses to make a book of 
tone, and then God wrote the ten command- 
nents in it, as he had done in the other 
xx)k. 

God called Moses up into the mountain 
igain, and then God wrote the ten com- 
nandments in the stone book. Gi^^ Vs^^ 



212 MOSES, OR 

Moses to stay alone with him on the mouu- 
tain forty days and forty nights. God talked 
to Moses as friends talk to one another. H( 
did not speak in that loud voice, which hac 
frightened the Israelites, nor did he make il 
thunder, and lighten, and smoke, when 1m 
talked to Moses. Moses liked being witl 
God upon the mountain. Why was not 
Moses afraid of God ? . Because Grod'i 
Spirit was in him. Dear children, you wil! 
love God like a father, if God'^s holy Spirit 
is in you. God let Moses see some of hit 
glorious brightness ; but God would not let 
him see his face, because Moses would have 
died had he seen God^s face. The angelf 
and the people in heaven^ see God's face, 
but men upon earth could not bear sucli 
brightness. 

I will tell you soon what God said to 
Moses, when he was alone with him on the 
mountain. 

Moses ate no bread, and he drank no watei 
while he was alone with God. 

' I'iiey shall see bis (ace, — Rer. xxii. 4. 
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At last Moses came down again to the 
people with the stone book in his hand. 
This time the Israelites were not worshipping 
an image ; they came up to Moses to speak 
to him ; but when they looked at his face 
they were afraid to come near him; even 
Aaron, Moses' brother, was afraid. What 
could the reason be ? 

The reason was, Moses** face shone like 
the sun, and they could not bear such bright- 
ness. And what had made his face shine ? 

He had been talking with God and looking 
upon his glory, and this had made his face 
so bright* For God is brighter than the sun, 
and the angels who look upon God are bright 
like him. 

When Moses knew why the people could 
not come near him, he took a thick veil, and 
covered his face, and then he called them, 
for he wanted to tell them what God had said 
to him. 

Then Aaron and the people came to him, 
and now they could look at him. Moses kept 
the veil on his face all the time he talked to 
them. 
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I bope, iiinr chitdneiiy that your faces will 
oae daj sEiine briglit in heaven.' If you 
loTe God nov, I am sure one day you will 
see him in heaTen^ and then you will be like 
the angelSi. 



Or roK* oc tbase t&At It ! 
It is tii« »iiii acmad 
Ot* dkow dnc tdboMce anMmd 

idfrffpoiL 



Tbeir c&«tks with wine are red ;- 



J wB^ tnaar nxies ftwer. 
And sitt^, wmd deare. aad plar, 
Aad preiae their idol god. 

Caa this the peo|^ be, 
Traat Egrpt jast set free f 
Hare ther so sooa forgot 
The wonders for them wrought, 
Ft their owa fathers' God ! 

m 

O conduct mean and base ! 
Foolish, ungrateful nee ! 

' And thej that be wise suall sliin« as the bright tieis of 
ih0 BrBuanenU — Daniel si. S. 



I 
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How can tbey thus reward 
The goodness of the Lord, 
And serve an idol god ! 

While I thus Israel blame. 
Let me not do the same ; 
O ne'er would I be found 
Amidst the giddy round 

Of those who serve not God. 

Whilst I remain on earth. 
In dance, and song» and mirth, 
Mj days I would not spend. 
For fear I should oiTend 
My own All-gracious God. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

MOSES, OR THE TABERNACLE. 




THE TABERNACLE. S17 

Moses had been with God upon the mount 
a great many days. I have not told. you 
what God was teaching him, but now you 
shall hear. God was showing him how to 
make a beautiful house. 

Whose house was it to be ? The house of 
God. God did not need a house, for his 
throne is in the sky ; but he was so kind as 
to say that he would let the Israelites make 
him a house in the wilderness. 

When Moses came down from the mount, 
he called all the people round him. He 
wanted to speak to them. He wore his veil 
over his face while he spoke. 

He said firsts *^ Gt)d desires you to do no 
work on the sabbath-day, but 'to worship 
him, and he is going to have a beautiful 
house made, where you can come and wor- 
ship hiin. Who will bring me things with 
which to make the house ?^' 

Had the children of Israel any beautiful 
things that they could bring to Moses P 

You remember that the women of Egypt 
had given them a great deal of gold and 
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silver, and cloth and linen. They had made 
a calf with some of their gold, but they had 
a great deal more beside. 

But do you think they would give these 
things to God ? — or would they say, ** We 
cannot spare our things ; we mean to make 
fine clothes, and to make our tents look pretty 
inside ?" Do you think they would part 
with their pretty things ? Yes, they would. 
They all went to their tents after Moses had 
spoken to them. They opened their boxes 
and their baskets, and they took out gold and 
silver rings and earrings, and they took out 
beautiful pieces of cloth ; some were blue, 
some were purple^ and some were scarlet; 
and a great deal of fine white linen, and skins 
of sheep and goats, and beautiful kinds of 
wood. They brought all these things to 
Moses. What a large heap there must have 
been ! 

Some of the rich men had beautiful shining 
stones, and sweet spices, and oil : and they 
brought them to Moses. 

Moses was pleased to see that the people 



THE TABEENACLE. 219 

would give their things to God, and most of 
all he was glad that they liked to bring the 
things. They did not feel sorry when they 
gave the things, but they were glad that they 
had something to give. If we feel sorry 
when we give things, God is not pleased.' 

Who was to make the beautiful house ? 
It was very hard to make such a beautiful 
house as God would choose to have. 

Moses called the children of Israel, and 
said, ** God has made two men very clever 
in cutting stones, in carving wood, and in 
making all kinds of curious things, and he 
has told me their names.^ 

Then Moses called these two men, and he 
gave them all the beautiful things, and said, 
■" Now begin to make the house, and I will 
tell you what you shall make." And 
Moses called every one to help them: and 
he told the two clever men to teach the 
others. 

God puts cleverness in people'^s minds : so 
that when people can make beautiful things, 

* God lovetL a cheerful gpiver, — 2 Cor. is. 7. 
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they should not be proud : but they should 
thank God. 

So all the people began to work. The 
women span blue, and purple, and scarlet 
thread and worsted. The men made the 
thr^d into linen and cloth ; they cut the 
wood with saws and hammers ; they melted 
the gold and silver in the fire, and then made 
altars, and candlesticks, and shovels, and 
tongs, and basins, and many other things. 
They worked hard for many months till all 
the things were finished. 

I will now tell you what sort of a house 
God had told Moses to make. 

It was not a house made of bricks or 
stone : because this house would be moved 
from one place to another : so it was not fas- 
tened to the ground, but it was made like a 
tent, and it could be moved very easily. 

You never saw so large a tent as this tent 
was. It was as big as a very large room. 
It was called " The Tabernacle.*' 

Look at the picture of this tent, that you 
may understand what kind of a place it was. 
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There were a great many boards that were 
placed upright on the ground, and close to- 
gether.* . These boards were the walls of the 
house ; but there were no boards at the top ; 
curtains were thrown over the house to cover 
the top. There was no door to the house, 
but a curtain hung down in fronts and that 
curtain was instead of a door. 

There was no floor to the house : the green 
grass was the only floor. 

The house was very beautiful; for the 
boards were covered with gold, and the cur- 
tains were blue, purple, and scarlet, and there 
were five posts of gold in front, over which a 
curtain hung down for the door, of which I 
told you before. 

The house had two rooms inside. The 
first room was the largest. I will tell you 
about the beautiful things that were placed 
in it, and I will show you pictures of 
them. 

' The mode of joining the boards may be explained to 
some children. Rings were placed in the boards, and 
long poles were run through these rings. 
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In the first room there were three very 
beautiful things. 

1. In the middle an altar of gold : but no 
lamps were buroed upoa it, only sweet 
spices, which made the tabernacle snidl most 
sweetly. The burning spices were called 




.r^I, 



2. On one side there was a golden table) 
and on the table twelve loaves. Th«y were 
called the shew-bread, or holy-bread. Tliere 
iraa fresh bread put tWte ever-j w&A»j^brda;. 



TUB TABESNACLK. 




TabU of haly Bnad. 

3. On the other side there was a golden 
candlestick with seven lamps. There was 
no window in the tabernacle, but these lamps 
made it light. — See Plate, page 224. 

This room was very beautiful and sweet, 
but there was another room still more beau- 
tiful. 

It was the inner room, on the other side of 
the curtain. There was a curtain between 
the big room and the little room. This 
curtain was instead of a door. It was called 
" The Veil." 

In the little room there was a golden box, 
(See Plate, page 225,) yiil\\ gjAiwi. aa^^* 




GMtH CandtaticL 
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on the top. This box was called " The 
Ark.*" Inside the box the book of stone was 
placed. But what made this room so glorious 
was, that God used to come down in his 
cloud and fill this little room with his bright- 
ness. 

The cloud sat between the golden angels 
on the top of the box. 

The top of the box was called the mercy- 
seat, because God sat there, and God is full 
of love and mercy. This little room was 
called *' The Holy of Holies.*' 

It had no window in it and no candle, but 
yet it was light. The glory of God made 
it light, for God, you know, is brighter than 
the sun. What a sweet place this little room 
must have been ! It makes me think of 
heaven, for there God lives, and there he 
shines. But heaven is not a little place. It is 
a very large place, and it will hold all the 
people who have loved God on earth, besides 
all the angels. 

I will not tell you any more about the 
tabernacle now : but I will write down the 
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names of the things in the tabernacle. Can 
you remember what they were ? 
In the first room, 

1. The golden altar. 

2. The table of shew-bread. 

3. The golden candlestick. 

In the little room, or Holy of Holies. 

The Ark. 



Where the angels' golden wings 
O'er the ark together met. 

Sat enthroned the King of kings. 
On his glorious mercj-seat. 

Curtains all around were spread. 
Shutting out the light of day : 

Neither lamp nor candle shed. 
In its stead, their feebler ray. 

Yet there shone a fairer light, 
Than this earth could e'er afford ; 

Can the sun be counted bright, 
When compared with the Lord 1 

'Tis his face makes hearen so fair ; 

With fond rapture angels gaze. 
Sweetest smiles for ever wear, 

Joyful song8 for ever ime. 
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The bright sun shall cease to shine. 
Lamps and candles shall expire ; 

But the glorious face divine 
Still shall bless the heavenlj choir.* 

Soon shall earthlj pleasures die. 
Like the candle's feeble flame : 

God can brighter joys supplj, 
Through eternal years the same. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

MOSES^ OR THE PRIESTS. 
Ex. xxxviii. ; xxxiz. ; zl. 

I HAVE now told you what kind of a place 
the tabernacle was. I am now going to tell 
you of some things that were placed outside 
of it. You know that houses often have a 
garden round them. The tabernacle had no 
garden round it, but there was a large piece of 
ground near it, called the court : and there 
were posts round the court. These posts 
were placed at a little distance from each 
other, and curtains were hung between the 

' A band of singers. The heavenly choir are saints tnd 
angels. 
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posts : so there was a vail of curlaina round 
the tabernacle. 

In this court there were two things, of 
which I shall speak to you. 
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1. A brass altar. 

Tins altar was very large. It was not 
like the little altar of gold inside the taber- 
nacle. This altar was not for the burning 
of spices, but for the burning of beasts, 
such as sheep, goats, bulls, and calves. 
You know that God had desired people to offer 
beasts to him as sacrifices. Do you remember 
the reason ? What promise had Jesus made 
to his Father a long, long while before ? He 
had promised to die for men. God wished 
people always to remember this promise, so 
he told them to kill beasts, and to shed their 
blood, and to burn their bodies. Abel, 
Noah, and Abraham offered sacrifices. 

This brass altar was for the sacrifices. 

The lamb was to be killed, and its blood 
would flow all round the altar, and the 
smoke of the burning would go up to the 

sky. 

2. A brass basin was placed in the court. 
It was very large, and it was filled with 
water for people to wash in. I shall soon 
tell you who washed in this basin. 

Who was to offer lYve saciA^^^-^ AAtou. 
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God said that Aaron 'should be the " High 
Priest." Aaron was to offer the sacrifices, to 
burn the incense, and to light the lamps on 
the candlestick. 

God said that Aaron might go into the 
little room, the Holy of Holies ; God would 
not allow any person but Aaron to go in 
there, and he only allowed him to go in 
once every year. Aaron might lift up the 
veil, and see the cloud upon the mercy-seat. 
Moses might go in as well as Aaron : and 
God promised to speak to him in that little 
room.* 

I am glad, ray dear children, that there is 
a brighter place where we may go one day : 
and hear God speak to us. 

Grod desired Moses to have some beautiful 
clothes made for Aaron to wear. The two 
clever men, of whom I told you before, 
knew how to make them. 



* There will I meet with thee, and I will commune with 
thee from ahove the mercy-seat. — Ex. xxv. S2. AUo 
Numb. vii. 89. 




Thi Higit PrUit. 

Look at the picture of AaroD, and 
the clothes he was to wear. 

1. He was to wear a white dress with 
• ■nr«fc 
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2. A robe of blue. He was to wear this 
over the white dress. Little golden bells were 
hung round the edge of it : and they would 
sound sweetly as Aaron moved along. 

3. An ephod ma^e of white linen, worked 
all over with purple, scarlet, and gold. Aaron 
was to wear the ephod over the blue robe. 

4. A band round his waist, called a girdle. 
It was roade of white linen, and was worked 
with purple, scarlet thread, and with gold 
wire. 

5. A breast-plate. Aaron was to wear this 
in front. It was made of linen, covered with 
twelve shining stones. It was to be fastened 
to Aaron's shoulders by gold chains. 

6. A mitre. Aaron was to wear a high 
white cap upon his head, called a mitre. A 
piece of gold was on the mitre, and on the 
gold was written, " Holiness to the Lord.*" 
Aaron ought to be holy, because he was to 
offer sacrifices to God. 

Aaron was to wear no shoes upon his feet : 
but he was often to wash his feet and his 
hands in the brass basin. 

Aaron had four sons. Go^ sacA ^^V "^^^ 
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should help him to offer sacrifices. Aaron's 
sons were to wear white clothes, but not the 
same beautiful clothes as Aaron. They were 
to be called ^^ Priests," and Aaron was to be 
called « High Priest/' 

It was a long while before the tabernacle 
was made. Though all the people worked 
very hard, yet the things were not finished 
for almost a year. 

At last God desired Moses to set up the 
tabernacle. 

Moses set up the boards for the walls of 
the tabernacle, and covered the top with 
curtains : and he placed the ark in the Holy 
of Holies: and he put the table, and the 
candlestick, and the golden altar, in the 
largest room : and he set up the posts^ and 
the curtains, all round the court : and he put 
the brass altar and basin in it. Then Mosef 
poured sweet oil upon all the things: tbi 
pouring oil was called, '^ anointing.^ 

Then Moses put upon Aaron his beautif 
clothes, and put the white clothes upon Aarof 
sons: and he poured sweet oil upon th 
headSf and anointed V\\em. 

'' ?n God came dovitv Vcv \v\& ^o\A» 
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filled the whole tabernacle : and so God 
showed that he would have it for his house. 

Was it not pleasant for the Israelites to 
think that God lived in a house in the midst 
of them ? The cloud could be seen outside 
the tabernacle as well as inside : and in the 
night it shone like fire. How kind it was of 
God to let the people see some of his bright- 
ness ! God wished them to be very good, 
and to obey all he said. God is very near us 
too, though we cannot see him : but we hope 
to see him some day. 

What place is much more beautiful than 
the tabernacle was ? Heaven. If we get 
to heaven, we shall be much more glorious 
than Aaron was, and we shall see God^s face 
for ever and ever, and so we shall be quite 
happy. 

THE HIGH PRlEST^S DRESS. 

1. The white coat, with long sleeves. 

2. The blue robe. 

3. Theephod. 

4. The girdle. 

5. The breast-plate. 

6. The mitre. 
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How fur was Aaron to the riew. 

When in his splendid garments drest, 

He wore his rohe of Iiearenlj bine. 
Above his long and snowy vest. 

His ephod and his girdle white 

Were wrought with purple, gold, and red : 
Upon his breast shone jewels bright, 

A costlj mitre on his head. 

There dwells no more a priest on earth. 
Bat there is one bejond the sVy; 

And who can set his glories forth. 
Or can with him in beauty vie 1 

O fairer than the sons of men,' 

O fairest of the hosts above,' 
What tongne can tell, what eye has seen. 

The glories of the God of love ! 

O ! may I thy sweet image wear, 

When from the tomb my flesh shall rise. 

And on the fairest of the fttdr. 
For ever fix my loving eyes. 

^ Thou art fairer than the children of men.— Ps. s 
* Who in the heaven can be compared unto the Lot 
Ps. Ixxxix. 6. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

MOSES, OB THE JOURNEY OF THE 
ISRAELITES. 

Now the Israelites had a place in which to 
worship God and to offer sacrifices. 

Every morning the priests offered up a 
lamb on the brass altar ,^ and burned incense 
on the golden altar in the tabernacle/ And 
every evening they offered another lamb^ and 
burned some more incense. 

God sent some fire down from heaven to 
burn the sacrifices with,^ and the priests 
never let the fire go out : and the priests 
always kept the lamps burning in the taber- 
nacle. Every sabbath-day the priests placed 
some fresh bread on the golden table ; and 
when they put the fresh bread on it, they 
took away the old bread, and ate it them- 
selves.* 

* Exodus zxix. 38—43. ^ Exodus xxx. 7^ 8. 
3 Leviticus ix. 24, * L«n v\.\ft\x% »v? % ^> — -^^ 
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The people went into the great court oi 
the tabernacle to worship Grod, and to set 
the iamb killed and burned on the altar 
Afterwards they saw Aaron go into the ta 
bemacle to burn incense. The people stooc 
in the court while Aaron was in the taber 
nacle praying for them. They waited till hi 
came out again to bless them. He lifted u| 
his hands and said, '* The Lord bless the 
and keep thee." * 

Who prays for us in heaven ? Who wil 
come one day, and bless us ? 

The Lord Jesus Christ. He is our Hig 
Priest. 

While the people had been making t 
tabernacle, they had stayed in one place n« 
the great mount, Sinai ; but soon after it ' 
finished, the cloud of God moved. Then 
priests blew two silver trumpets. 

Why did they blow these trumpets ? 

To tell the people that they wer 
move to another place. 

Then the people packed up their tenf 

^ Numbers vi. 23 to eivd, \.wVfe '\, 9 , \0 , «' 
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m 



furniture, and put them on the backs of tHeir 
camels and asses. 

Then the priests went into the tabernacle, 
and covered all the things in it with blue 
cloths. No one might look while they were 
covering the things. Then they gave them 
to some men to carry upon their shoulders :^ 
but the priests covered the ark with the 
beautiful veil, and they carried it themselves.^ 
There were two long golden sticks fastened 
to it, the priests held the ends of the sticks, 
and so they carried it. 

Then the priests desired some men to carry 
the curtains, and the posts, and the boards of 
th^ tabernacle.8 The priests went firsts with 
the ark, and all the people followed them, 
and God in the cloud showed them the way. 

When the cloud stopped, the priests and 
the people stopped, and set up the tabernacle 
and the tents.' 

• Numbers iv. 5—15. 

7 The priests (the sons of Levi) which bare the ark. — 
Beat. xzxi. 9. 

8 Numbers iv. 23—33. 
' Numbers x. S3, 

* Numbers ix, 15 to end. 
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furniture, and put them on the backs of thelr 
camels and asses. 

Then the priests went into the tabernacle, 
and covered all the things in it with blue 
doths. No one might look while thev were 
oorering the things. Then they gave them 
to some men to carry upon their shoulders:'' 
hut the priests covered the ark with the 
^eoutiful veil, and they carried it themselves.* 
^here were two long golden sticks fastened 
it, the pri(3sts held the ends of the sticks, 

ey carried it. 

he priests desired Mine n 




\ 
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In this manner the Israelites travelled all 
through the wilderness. 

What a happy people they were to have 
such a Grod to show them the way to Canaan ! 
They ought always to have been praising 
God for his goodness. He fed them with 
manna, and gave them water from the rock, 
and he had promised to bring them to a sweet 
land. Besides all this, he had promised to 
send his Son to die for them ; and the lambs 
were killed, you know, to make them re- 
member that promise. 

I hope we shall not forget how Jesus died 
upon the cross. And I hope we shall get to 
that sweet land, called heaven. God wishes 
us to get there, and Jesus Christ is praying 
for us. 



Ah, well may Israel believe 

That God is ever near; 
From eve to morn, from mom to eve, 

Thej feel his tender care. 

At earliest dawn thej gather bread, 
New fallen from the skies ; 

And next the holy courts thej tread. 
And view the sacrifice. 
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It is for them the spotless lamb 

Is to the altar led ; 
It is for them the purple stream 

Is on the altar shed. 



And Aaron lifts for them a prayer. 

As he the incense barns ; 
Filling with odonrs sireet the air, 

To bless them he returns. 

Those dajs are past : Aaron no more 

For Israel intercedes ; 
The skies no more sweet manna pour, 

The lamb no longer bleeds. 

Bat toe partake of hearenly bread, 
In God's sweet word of grace. 

For OS the heavenly Lamb his bled ; 
For ns a Sarioor prays. 

O that we may more grateful be. 

Than Israel was of old ; 
And sweeter days we yet shall see. 

Within God*s heavenly fold. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

MOSES, OK THE TWELVE SPIES. 




NumWrs x»u,-, xw. V— W, 
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At last the Israelites came quite near the 
land of Canaan. 

The Israelites could see the high hills that 
were in Canaan, and they wished to know 
what sort of a land it was, and what sort of 
people lived in it. 

So the Israelites came to Moses and said, 
" We wish to send some men to look at the 
land, and we wish them to come back and 
tell us what kind of a land it is.^^^ 

Would Moses send some men ? 

Moses waited to know whether God would 
like sdme men to go. 

Soon God said to Moses, ^' Send twelve 
men into Canaan to see the land.^ So Moses 
called twelve of the children of Israel, and 
said to them, ^^ Go into Canaan, and walk 
up among the high mountains, and look at 
the land : see whether there are many people 
living in the land, and what kind of people 
they fre ; whether they are strong or weak : 
see whether there are many trees, and much 
cori$ and grass in the land ; and bring back 

' > Deut. i. 22. 
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some fruit to show w the kind of fruit that 
grows in the land.'' 

So the twelve men set out on their journey. 
These men were called the twelve spies. They 
walked up and down the hills and by the 
side of the water. They saw sweet gardens, 
and some fields covered with sheep, and some 
fields full of com, and trees lada» with 
fruit, and they saw holes in the trees, whicb 
the bees had filled with honey, so that boney 
dropped on the ground. They saw large 
towns with high walls round them, and they 
saw many strong men, and some of thep 
were giants. 

At last they came to a brook or pond* . 
vine grew by it, and on the vine there vc 
ripe grapes — one of the bunches was veJ 
very large. They said, ^^ Let us bring 
back, to show to the children of Israel.'' ( 
man could not carry this bunch by him 
So they took a staff, or stick, and fast 
the bunch of grapes to the staff, and 
man held one end of the staff, and an 
held the other. The rest of the men p 
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figs and other fruit, and carried them back 
to the tents. 

The spies were forty days looking at the 
land of Canaan. 

When they came back, the people saw the 
beautiful bunch of grapes. There were no 
such grapes in the wilderness. The spies 
then said, '* The land of Canaan is a fine 
land, full of milk and honey ; but we cannot 
get into it, for the people live in great towns 
with high walls ; they are very strong, and 
some of them are giants, and when we saw 
them, we felt as if we were as little as grass- 
hoppers.*' 

Then the children of Israel were very much 
frightened, and they began to murmur and 
to weep. 

'' Ah !'*' said the people, " we shall be 
killed if we try to get in.*" 

It was wicked to say this, because God 
had promised to help the Israelites to get 
into Canaan. It is wicked not to believe 
what God says. 

Two of the spies were very good men ; 
their names were Joshua av\d C.A'^* ^XN\^^ 
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did not wish to frighten the people; and 
Caleb stood up and said, ^^ Let us go into 
the land, for we can conquer the people that 
are m it. 

But the ten other spies said, ^^ No, we 
cannot, because the people of Canaan are 
stronger than we." 

These ten spies were very wicked men, 
because they knew that God had promised to 
help the Israelites to conquer the naen of Ca* 
naan, and they ought to have told the people 
to trust in God. 

The Israelites cried all night long, and 
they were angry with Moses and Aaron for 
bringing them out of £gypt, and said, " 
that we had died in Egypt, or in the wilder- 
ness! The people of Canaan will kill us 
with their swords, and they will kill our 
wives and our little children.'^ 

They spoke in this way all night long^ in- 
stead of praying to God to help them. 

At last they said, ^^ Let us go back into 
Egypt." 

They knew that Moses would not take 
them back. So they mA, ** W^ can make 
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another man captain over ub, and he ivill 
take us back to Egypt." 

Moses and Aaron heard these wicked 
words : they were full of grief, and they fell 
down on the ground upon their faces. 

What had grieved Moses and Aaron ? 

They were grieved to see the people so 
wicked. 

Then Joshua and Caleb stood up and said 
to the people, ^' We have seen the land, and 
it is a very beautiful land ; and if we trust 
in God, he will help us to fight; but the 
people of Canaan have no God to help them ; 
thereforej we ought not to be afraid of 
them." 

The children of Israel would not listen to 
Joshua and Caleb, but were going to kill 
them with stones, when God shone brightly 
upon the tabernacle, so that the people saw 
that he was angry. 

Moses was lying on his face on the ground, 
but God spoke to him, and said, ^^ How long 
will this people provoke me? I will kill 
them with a plague." 

Then Moses prayed to God iot ^^ ^^^^« 
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** O pardon this people,'" he said, " their 
great sin. Thou hast forgiven them many 
times, and thy mercy is very great." 

God heard Moses' prayer, and said, " I 
have pardoned them. I vfill not kill them 
all now, but they shall not come into Canaan; 
— only their children shall come in. They 
shall stay in the wilderness forty years, and 
they shall all die in it ; and when their chil- 
dren are grown up, they shall go into the 
land of Canaan. But there are two of the 
men who shall go into Canaan, — they are 
Caleb and Joshua." 

Moses told the children of Israel what God 
had said, and when the people heard it, they 
were very unhappy, and they murmured. 

The ten wicked spies soon fell sick and 
died, but Joshua and Caleb lived still. 

How sad it was for the people to think that 
they should never see that sweet land of 
Canaan, but should die in the wilderness! 
Yet they deserved to die, because they had 
not believed what God had said. 

God has promised to give us his Spirit if 
we ask him, and to laVe >\^ \o \\ftvrea. Do 
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L believe this promise, dear children ? 
en you will ask Grod for his Spirit. But 
rou do not care about heaven, then you 
[ not pray to God for his Spirit. Then 
1 will be angry, and at last he will say 
t you shall never get to heaven.^ 

'* Is that fur Canaan's coast 1 

Are those her mountains high 1" 
Cry Israel's eager host. 

As in the camp they lie, 
*' Let's send a little band 

Of brave and faithfiil men, 
To search the pleasant land, 

And bring us word again." 
The chosen band departs : 

What scenes before them rise 
To charm their anxious hearts. 

And their astonished eyes ! 

They climb the mountain's side. 

Whence cooling waters flow : 
They cross the yalleys wide, 

Where golden harvests grow ; 
Pass through the woods, where bees 

Sip honey from each flower,* 

Let us therefore labour to enter into that rest, lest a&y 
fall after the same example of unbelief.-^Heb. iv. 11. 
All they of the land came to a wood, and there was 
jy upon the ground. — 1 Samuel u.^. %b« 
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And in the hollow trees 
Hide their delidoos store ; 

View gardens where the Tine, 
And olive-tree are seen. 

The sheep and lowing kine 
Amidst the pastures green. 

But while the heanteous land 

Thej view with great delight, 
Thej see where cities stand. 

With walls of wondrous height^ 
And towers tiill and strong. 

And g^tes of iron and brass ; 
And 'midst the countless throng. 

Some who the rest surpass ; 
Men of enormous size. 

Who wield the sword and spear» 
And in whose sight the spies. 

Like grasshoppers appear. 

But why should such a sight 

Fill Israel with dismay ? 
Their God for them shall fight. 

And they shall win the day : — 
For idols are ador'd 

By Canaan's wicked race. 
And cups of blood are ponr'd 

Before each idol's face,' 



J Their drink>offerings of ^lood wiU I not offer.- 
Psalm xvi. 4. 
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And helpless babies bleed 

Amongst the thickest trees, 
And every wicked deed 

Is done those gods to please/ 

CHILD. 

There is a land more fair, 

Than any land below. 
And I would enter there. 

In spite of every foe. 
Then let me now begin 

To strive with all my might 
To overcome all sin,* 

However hard the fight. 
The Lord will give me strength. 

And fill my soul with grace. 
And I shall reach at length 

His heavenly dwelling-place. 

* Every abomination to the Lord, which he hateth, have 
they done unto their gods. — Leviticus xii. 31. 

* If ye, through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the 
body, ye shall live. — Homans viii. 13. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

MOSES, OR THE SIN OF MOSES AND AARON. 
Numbers xx. 1—13, 82—29. 

f 

The children of Israel lived in the wilder- 
ness a great many years. They moved about 
from place to place. 

At last they came to a plabe where there 
was no water. 

How do you think they behaved? Did 
they pray to God, or did they murmur ? 

They murmured against Moses and Aaron, 
as they always did when they were unhappy. 

They said, ^^ O that we had died b^re 
this time ! Why did you bring us out of 
Egypt into this wilderness ? Here there are 
no figs, no grapes, no kind of nice fruit, and 
now there is no water to drink." 

They forgot that it was because of their 

own wickedness that they were still in the 

wilderness ; for if t\\e^ \\«A <Jq«^^ God, 
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iey would then have been sitting under 
heir own trees, eating their own fruit in 
)anaan. 

Moses and Aaron were very much grieved 
) hear them murmur, and they went away 
rom the people, and fell on their faces be- 
3re the tabernacle ; and soon God spoke to 
hem. 

He said, ^^ Take the rod and call the 
)eople, and go to the rock and speak to it, 
nd water shall come out of the rock, and 
ben the people and the beasts shall drink." 
So Moses took the rod, (the rod was kept 
»r the ark.) Then Moses and Aaron called 
e people together, and told them to look at 
lat they were going to do. 
Moses and Aaron felt very angry with the 
>ple, and they said, *^ Hear now, ye rebels! 
\ich means grumblers f) must we fetch water 
you out of this rock ?^ 
hen Moses lifted up his hand and struck 
rock twice with his rod ; and the water 
flowing out in streams, and the people 
he cattle began to drink. 
you think that Mo«e^ ^\A Kaskkv 
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had behaved right ? Had God told them to 
strike the rock ? 

Grod had said, " Speak to the rock.'* 

Ought they to have spoken so impatiently 
and said, ** Must we fetch water for you, 
rebels ?" 

Moses and Aaron had been in a passion. 
God was displeased with them. 

Do you think that God will punish them i 
God loved Moses and Aaron ; yet he would 
punish them when they did wrong. H< 
would forgive them and take them to heaven 
but he would give them some punishment 
You shall hear what the punishment shoul 
be. 

Soon afterwards, God said to Moses a 
Aaron, " Because you have done this, y 
shall not go into Canaan : you shall die in 
wilderness/* 

What a great punishment this was ! 
ses had often longed to see that sweet Ian 
Canaan ; he had often wished to see the 



> Thou wast a God that forgavest them, thoug 
tookest vengeance of lYieit \iivftTi\!\oxw*. — ^^«.mVhi xcix 
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raelites happy in their own houses and gar* 
dens ; he had longed to see the place where 
Abraham had built altars and worshipped 
God ; but now he must die in the wilderness. 
He prayed to God to excuse him this punish- 
ment, but God would not. God said, "Ask 
me no more to do this." Then Moses knew 
that he must bear this punishment. ^ 

Moses was the meekest man in all the 
world. The Israelites had often spoken un- 
gratefully to him, and he had made no an- 
swer. Yet at last he did fall into a passion. 

You see how much God hates passion. 
God wishes us to be very meek, like the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who never spoke an angry 
word. 

Are you meek, my dear child .^^ Can you 
bear to be pushed, and slapped, and not 
push and slap again ? If a child takes your 
place, can you ask him gently to let you have 
it ; and if he will not, can you take another 
quietly ? When children call you rude 
names, can you be gentle, and not call them 

3 Deuteronomy iii, 23—^6. 
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rude names too? A meek child caB do 
all these things. God can make jou very 
meek, mj dear child. Will jou pray to 
God to make you meek, like Jesus ? Moses, 
too, was Terj medc, though he fell into a 
passion once. 

Was it unkind of God to punish Moses 
and Aaron? 

God cannot be unkind, but he will punish 
people for disobedience. Grod wished to 
show the Israelites that he would not allow 
any person to be disobedient, not even 
Moses. 

At last the time came for Aaron to die: 
for God chose Aaron to die first. Grod said 
to Moses, Go up to the top of the hill with 
Aaron, and take Aaron's eldest son with you; 
and Aaron will die on the top, and you must 
put his clothes upon his son. God chose 
Aaron'^s son to be high priest instead of 
Aaron, so he was to wear Aaron's clothes. 

So Aaron put on his beautiful high priest's 
clothes ; his blue robe with the golden bells, 
and his shining ephod over it, his shining 
breastplate^ and his viVv\\.e milre^ with the 
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golden writing upon it. Then Aaron 
walked with Moses and his son to the top of 
the hill, and all the people looked at them as 
they were walking up. Aaron knew that he 
should never walk down that hill, but still he 
obeyed God, and bore his punishment meekly* 

When they were come to the top, Moses 
took the beautiful clothes off his brother 
Aaron, and put them upon Aaron's son. 

Moses parted from his brother Aaron on 
the top of that hill : for there Aaron died. 
Moses and the son left him dead upon the 
top, and came down the hill together. Then 
the people saw that Aaron was dead, and 
that there was another high priest. 

Aaron's soul went up to heaven, for God 
had forgiven him. If he had not spoken so 
angrily, he would have lived to see the land 
of Canaan. Moses knew that he should die 
very soon ; but God did pot choose him to 
die yet. 

The mountain steep see Aaron climb. 

While two alone his journey share. 
How bright his splendid garmenla aVivcw^V 

What charming fragrance t\\\a x\\^ ^Vt\ 



I 
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How sweetly sounds each golden bell. 
Oft heard within the holy place ! 

Listen ! It is the priest's farewell : — 
Israel no more shall see his face. 

The aged priest shall ne'er return, 
Ne'er lift his holy hands to bless. 

Nor trim the lamp, nor incense bum. 
Nor Israel's sins with blood confess. 

Upon the mountain's height he stands : 
And Moses now with pious care. 

Loosens the breast-plate's golden bands. 
And strips him of his garments fair. 

Then Aaron yields the breath he drew. 
And sleeps upon that mountain's brow : 

His girdle bright, and robe of blue. 
Adorn young Eleazar now. 

It is for sin that Aaron dies : 
O had he still obey'd his God, 

Nor let his hasty passion rise, 

Sweet Canaan's fields he should have trod. 

But though a sinful priest must die. 
That none may on his prayers depend : 

Our sinless Priest still lives on high. 
And his fair days shall never end. 

His glorious robes he ever wears. 
Still lifts his holy hands to bless ; 

Like incense sweet presents our prayers, 
Perfum'd in his own righteousness. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

MOSES, OB THE SERPENT OF BRASS. 
Numbers xxi. 4—9. 

The children of Israel travelled in the wil- 
derness a great many years. Sometimes 
when they were close to Canaan, the cloud 
moved the othfer way, and the Israelites were 
obliged to go on travelling in the wilderness. 
This made them very unhappy, for they 
longed very much to get into the sweet land 
of Canaan. If they had not behaved so ill 
in the wilderness, they would soon have got 
to Canaan : but God punished them by not 
letting them get in. 

How do you think they bore their punish- 
ment? You know that they were always 
ready to murmur. They spoke against God 
and against Moses. They said, " Why have 
you brought us out of Egypt? We shall 
die in the wilderness. TVvet^ *\^ \\o Nyt^^'izv.^ 
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here, nor any water, and we do not like this 



manna/' 



Was the manna nice food ? It was fit for 
angels, spotless, white, and sweet as honey ; 
it came down from heaven, and did not grow 
out of the ground, as corn does. Yet these 
ungrateful Israelites said that they hated it, 
and were tired of eating it. 

God sent them a dreadful punishment this 
time. You know there were wild beasts, 
and horrible serpents and scorpions in the 
wilderness ; but God took care of the Israel- 
ites, so that they were not hurt by them; 
but now God sent serpents, whose mouths 
burned like fire. These serpents came rush- 
ing among the tents. The Israelites could 
not get away from them. If the Israelites 
climbed up a high place, the serpents could 
climb after them, and they could get through 
the smallest places. 

Many, many of the Israelites were bitten 

by these serpents. After they had been 

bitten they grew sick, and were full of pain, 

and ^ot worse and worse, till at last they 

died. There was i\o medAOTva ^oviJA ^>\t^ 
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these bites; no plaister would make them 
well ; every person who was bitten was sure 
to die. 

The Israelites came to Moses, and said, 
'^ We have sinned : we have spoken against 
the Lord, and against you; pray to the 
Lord that he take the serpents from us." 
For the serpents were still among the tents. 

Did Moses pray to God for the people ? 
or did he say, " You deserve to be punished, 
and I will not help you." Moses was kind 
and forgiving, and he prayed for the people. 

The Lord heard Moses' prayer, and he 
did more than Moses asked, for God not 
only called away the serpents, but he told 
him how to cure the people who were bitten 
by the serpents. 

What do you think God told Moses to 
do ? Did he tell Moses to give them some 
medicine, or to put a plaister to the bites ? 
You will be surprised to hear the strange 
things that God told Moses to do. 

He said, ^^ Take some brass, and make it 
into the image of a serpent, and put it on a 
pole, and teJJ the people n>iVvo ^x^ \s^XV&^ \si 
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ook at it, and those who look shall be made 
well:' 

Was not this a strange way of making 
them well ? 

Moses believed God. He took some brass, 
and made it soft in the fire ; and then made 
it like one of the fiery serpents, and put it 
on a pole, and lifted it up, where every one 
could see it, and called to the sick people 
to look quickly at the serpent, and be made 
well. 

The people who were bitten could crawl 
to the doors of their tents, and lift up their 
dying eyes towards the serpent. After the; 
had looked, their pain went away ; they f^ 
well and strong : they could walk and prai 
God. 

Did all the people who were sick look- 
the serpent ? I do not know. Perb 
some said, ^* How should looking at a 
pent make us well ?"" If there were 
such people, they must have died. B 
hope that they all looked at the serpent. 

And now, dear children, do you 
that a serpent has YAuew u^*^ A. «(f 
bitten our souls. ^N\va\. ^^\^«i? 
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mean ? The old serpent, the devil. He 
has bitten our souls ; that is, he has made 
us naughty. You have heard how he made 
Adam and Eve naughty in the garden of 
Eden« We are naughty too, because we are 
Adam's children. Who can make our souls 
well of this bite ? Who can make us good ? 
If we are not made good, our souls will die : 
they will go to hell. Jesus can make us 
good by sending his Spirit into our hearts. 

The serpent of brass was lifted on a 
pole, — ^Jesus was lifted up on the cross : — 
now we must look at Jesus. What do I 
mean by looking at Jesus. I do not mean 
looking at him with our eyes : it would not 
make us good to see Jesus on the cross. A 
great many wicked people saw him die, and 
were not made good. The " looking*" I mean 
is thinking of him, and loving him. When 
you think of Jesus having died for you, and 
when you love him for it, then you look 
at him with your soul. 

I hope, dear children, that you will all 
think of Jesus, and that God will send his 
Holy Spirit into your \\eatU, aw^ \s\"sa^w^^^^ 
good^ and Jet you live for e\e\ \w\vi^N^w* 
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Hear a poor Israelite complain, 
" Oh, can no med'cine then be found 

To ease my agonising pain ; 

No balm to heal m j festering wound V* 

This earth no med'cine can supply, 
No balm to heal the serpent's bite ; 

But lift once more thy dying eye. 
And thou shalt live, poor Israelite. 

He looks on high, and sees a pole» 
Hound which a brazen serpent coils ; 

No more his eyes with anguish roll. 
No more his blood with fever boils. 

Nor does the sight heal one alone ; 

A thousand dying sufferers gaze. 
And every shriek, and every groan» 

Is turn'd to joyful songs of praise. 

CHILD. 

This history seems to me a glass. 
In which I can my Saviour see : 

As Moses rear'd that form of brass, 
So Christ was lifted on the tree. 

lull well I know the reason why 
Upon that tree my Saviour hung : 

He saw us at the point to die. 
Wounded by Satan's lying tongue. 

He saw the serpent's poisonous fangs 
Make pride to swell, and rage to bni 

Fill us with envy's gnawing pangs. 
And spotUaa VomUVa ^«^%* xmttw* 
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He saw, — be pitied, — and he bore 

Our sins upon tbe bloody tree ; 
He bade us look, that evermore 

From sin and death we might be free. 

O Lord! 'tis not with fleshly eyes 

That I am bid on tbee to gaze ; 
My inward eyes can pierce the skies : 

Those inward eyes to thee I raise. 

Upon thy death I meditate, 

And pardon for thy sake entreat ; 
My soul's disease will soon abate. 

And groans be changed to praises sweet. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

MOSES, OB THE DEATH OF MOSES. 
Deut. xxxi. xxxxii. xxxiii.xxxiv. 

The time was almost come for Moses to 
die. The Israelites were very soon to go 
into Canaan, and Moses was not to go there 
with them. 

Moses had written a great many books 
while he had been in the wilderness; and 
now he had almost finished XJtveosL. ^Swssa^ 
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you like to know what Moses had written 
about in these books ? 

He had written about how God made the 
worid, how Adam ate the fruit, how Cain 
killed Abel. He had written about Noah, 
and Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob; he 
had written about sweet Joseph and his 
wicked brethren ; he had written about him- 
self, how he had been saved from the 
water when he was a baby. He had written 
about the ten plagues, and the ten command- 
ments, and the tabernacle; he had written 
about his own sin. All I have told you, 
Moses had written down in five books ; they 
have all been copied in other books, and we 
can read all Moses wrote, for it is in the Bible. 

But how did Moses know all these things? 
He was not born when God made the world. 
How could he write about things he never 
saw? Could anybody have told him how 
God made the world ? No one was bom 
when God made the world ; no one but God 
could tell him, and God did tell him. 

God spoke to Moses by his Spirit : while 
Moses was writing w\t\v VvV^ ^«tv^ God was 
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putting thoughts in his mind ; so be always 
knew what to write. 

Moses did not write in such books as jou 
have seen. His paper was rolled up like a 
piece of cloth at the shop. He wrote five 
rolls ; and these he called bis books. If you 
had read in Moses' book, you must have 
unrolled it as you read it. 

When Moses had done writing his books, 
he called the priests, and told them to take 
care of his books. Moses said to them, 
** You must read these books to all the Is- 
raelites, to the men, the women, and the 
little children, that they may know how to 
please God." 

Moses knew that he must soon leave the 
Israelites. He wished very much that some 
good man should take care of them after he 
was dead; for he loved them very muqh, 
though they had behaved so ill to him. So 
Moses begged God to give them to the car/e 
of some good man;^ and God heard his 

* And Moses spake unto the Lord, saying, ** Let the 
Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a taaxL^^f^ ^<& 
ooDgregatioD," &o, Numbera '35.x.Vv\«\.b> V^» -^ 
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. prayer, and said to Moses, ^' I have found 
,a man, who will take care of the children of 
Israel after you are dead.'' 

Who do you think this man was? It 
was Joshua, one of the good spies : he had 
been his servant for forty years ;^ so that 
Moses had taught him a great deal. Moses 
was very glad that Joshua would take care 
of the Israelites when he was dead. 

Moses called Joshua, and said to him, 
" God will let you take the. children of 
Israel into Canaan : you must be very brave, 
for you will have to fight against the wicked 
people ; but God will help you ; so do not 
be afraid. God will never leave you, nor 
forsake you." 

Moses wished to speak to the people be- 
fore he died, and advise them to be good; 
so Moses called all the people together, and 
told them he was going to die. *' I am v«rj 
old," said he ; ^' I am a hundred and twenty 
years old this day. I offended God, and 
I must not go into the land of Canaan ; but 

^Joshua was Moses' minister, when God spake from 
Mount Sinai forty years \>e£oTO \i\% ^^wJiVi. "^Ea. -rvV?* *1S. 
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Joshua will take you there. Remember to 
obey God, and to love him, and he will 
always bless you ; but if you worship idols, 
and are wicked, God will punish you." 

Grod told Moses to teach the people a 
song^ that they might sing it after he was 
dead* This song was about God's kindness 
to the children of Israel. 

My dear children, you learn pretty songs 
or hymns about God. Do you know why 
you are taught to repeat them ? It is to 
help you to think of God, that you may 
love him : Some children repeat their hymns 
as soon as they wake in the morning. 

After Moses had taught the people the 
song, he blessed them, and then he left them 
for ever. 

Gt>d said to Moses, ^^ Go up that high 
mountain alone. I cannot let you go into 
Canaan, but I will let you see the beautiful 
land of Canaan from the top of that moun- 
tain/^ 

Moses was glad that he might see Canaan, 
though he might not go in. So Moses weat 
up the mountain quite aloYvc, ^^n^^^n^^^ 
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old, yet he was not weak; like Jacob, he 
could walk as well as when be was young, 
and he could see as well ; for bis eyes were 
not dim; — ^be read, and wrote, and saw 
things far off. God had not let him grow 
weak or blind. 

I think the Israelites must have felt very 
sad when they saw Moses go up that moun- 
tain all alone, and when they knew they 
should see him no more. 

I hope they felt sorry for having behaved 
so ill to him, and for having provoked him 
at the rock. What a kind friend Moses had 
been to them ! 

When Moses was at the top of the hill, 
he looked, and saw the land of Canaan a 
great way off. It was a beautiful land, and 
full of green bills, and rivers, of fields ripe 
with corn, and of trees laden with fruit. 
Moses was glad that the children of Israel 
would live in such a sweet land, where they 
might worship God. 

When Moses had looked at the land, he 

died. No friend was near to close his eyes, 

or to hear his last svgVv\ wo XvcqnJrrx'^ hand 
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was there to wrap him in his grave clothes, 
or to cover him with the green earth. 

Would Grod leave Moses' body to be eaten 
by the wild beasts, to be pecked by the birds 
of the air ? No; God himself buried Moses, 
not upon the top of the hill, but in some 
secret place under the hill. No one knows 
where Moses lies, but the angels, who car- 
ried his soul to God : they know, for they 
watch over God's dear children in the dust. 
When the last trumpet sounds, Moses will 
rise from that grave, and shine like the stars 
in the sky. 

Thus Moses died. He was the only man 
to whom God talked as to a friend : God 
spoke to Moses face to face, as friends talk 
to each other. 

I shall tell you no more of Moses ; but 
you will see him in heaven if you go there. 
You remember that he might have been a 
prince in the land of Egypt. King Pha- 
raoh's daughter saved him from the water, 
and she gave him fine things, and called 
bim her son. But Moses wished to hel\^ 
the poor children of IstaeV^^cidiV^ ^^ ^'^^'^ 
choose to be a prince iw ^ft^^^- 
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Was it not much better that Moses should 
help the poor children of Israel, than that 
he should be rich and grand ? 

You see that God loved Moses, and made 
him his friend, and took him to heaven when 
he died. 

Now, my dear children, I hope you will 
be like Moses. I hope that when you are 
grown up, you will not try to get fine things, 
but that you will try and help poor people, 
and teach them about God. Then God will 
be your friend, and he will forgive you your 
sins for Christ's sake, and he will take you 
to heaven. 



« O beauteous land! of cooling streams. 
And mountains crowned with flowers ; 

How oft have I in pleasant dreams, 
Worshipp'd within thy bowers ! 

** I love the land, where Abraham rear*d 

The altars to his God ; 
And where that God has oft appeared. 

And angels' feet have trod. 

'* I see from far a joyful morn 
l>awn on that Und o? leaV, 
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For there a Savioar shall be born, 
To make all nations blest.^ 

** Though now I die at God's command, 

This hope sustains my heart ; 
And to a fairer, purer land 

I joyfully depart." 

What though no earthly friend was near. 

To close the prophet's eyes ; 
No children laid him in his bier. 

With loving tears and sighs,— 

A heavenly train his soul convey 'd 

To mansions of the blest. 
His precious body gently laid 

Where none should break his rest. 

No e3re has seen the grassy bed, 

Where now the prophet lies ; 
But when the trump shall wake the dead. 

How glorious shall he rise ! 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

JOSHUA, OB BAHAB. 
Jos. ii. 

The Israelites were now come close to the 
land of Canaan. They were sorry that 

^ Had ye believed Moses, ye wou\Ol Yivre \i^\»^^^ "Oikft \ 
for be wrote ofme^ — John v. 46. 
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Moses was dead ; but Joshua was now to 
take care of them instead of Moses. Joshua 
was to tell them what to do. God would 
speak to Joshua, and Joshua would tell them 
what God said. 

The Israelites would soon have to fight a 
great deal. Whom would they have to fight 
against ? The wicked people, who lived in 
Canaan. God chose that they should be 
killed to punish them for their wickedness, 
and God chose that the Israelites should 
live in their land instead of them. 

There was a great river that rolled be- 
tween the wilderness and Canaan. The Is- 
raelites would be obliged to cross the river 
before they could get into Canaan. The 
Israelites could see the green hills of Canaan 
the other side of the river, and they saw a 
great town also, with high walls all round 
it. This town was called Jericho. It was 
in Canaan, and wicked people lived in it. 
The Israelites knew that they would soon 
have to fight against the people who lived in 
this town. 
Joshua told two ot \Xv^ \«t^^\«^ \ft ^ to 
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the town, and to look at it, and to come 
back, and tell him about the town, and 
about the people who lived in it. These 
men were called * spies,' because they were 
sent to spy, or to look at the town. 

Joshua did not wish the people of Jericho 
to know when these two spies came into the 
town, lest the wicked people should kill 
them. So they went to the town when it 
was almost dark. The spies got over the 
river : there was one place in the river where 
the water was not very deep, and where 
people could get over. 

The gate of Jericho used to be shut when 
it was dark ; but the spies came just before 
the gate was shut. They went to the house of 
a woman named Rahab, who kept an inn. 
Her house was built upon the wall of «Te- 
richo. The spies hoped that nobody had 
seen them come into Jericho ; but some peo- 
ple had seen them, ^nd these people went 
and told the king of Jericho that two Israel- 
ites were in Rahab's house. The king of 
Jericho knew that the Israelites meant to 
come and fight against V\\m ; «> \v^ ^^w\&^ 
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to kill these two spies, and he sent some 
men to Rahab's house to bring them to 
him. 

What could the poor spies do? where 
could they go ? But God took care of them. 
He put it into Rahab's heart to be kind to 
them. Rahab had taken the spies, when 
they first came, to the top of her house to 
hide them. The roof of her house was not 
slanting like the roof of this house ; it was 
flat, like the floor. On the roof of Rahab's 
house, there were a great many stalks ci 
flax. What is flax ? Flax is a plant ; and 
the stalks of flax are made into thread. 
Rahab had spread these stalks upon the roo 
of her house to dry them. When the spic 
had climbed up the stairs to the top of tt 
house, she told them to lie down ; and s^ 
covered them all over with the stalks, 
that nobody could see them. 

The men, who were come to bring 
spies to the king of Jericho, could not 
them in Rahab's house; so they wen 
look for them outside the city, amon; 
hills, and by the r\veT-«v4e. 
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When the king of Jericho's men were 
gone, Rahab crept up the stairs to speak to 
the spies. It was night, so she could talk 
to them on the roof without being seen. 
The men came from under the heaps of 
flax. Rahab had been taught to worship 
idols ; but you will see that she now be- 
lieved in the true God, and not in idols. 
She had a great favour to ask of the spies. 
She was very much afraid lest, when the 
Israelites should come over the river to fight 
against Jericho, they should kill her and 
her friends ; so now she begged the spies to 
promise to save her, and those she loved. 

Poor Rahab said, " I know that God will 
let the people of Israel come and live in 
Canaan. Everybody is very much frighten- 
ed lest you should kill them. We have 
heard how your God helped you to pass 
through the Red Sea. I know that your 
God is the only true God. Now, promise 
that when you come to this town, you 
will not kill me, and my father, and mother, 
and brothers, and sisters. I have been kind 
to you, and will you be VitA lo xsvfeT'* 
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Do you think that the spies would pro- 
mise to save Rahab and her friends ? O yes ! 
How kind she had been to them in hiding 
them ! Besides this, Rahab feared Grod. 
The spies promised that they would not let 
her be killed, or her father, or mother, or 
brothers, or sisters. 

How glad Rahab must have been when 
they made her this promise ! There was 
one thing the spies desired her not to do; 
that was, not to tell anybody about their 
having been to Jericho. The spies said, '* If 
you will not tell anybody about our having 
come here, we promise to save your life, and 
the life of your father, and mother, and bro- 
thers, and sisters." 

Then Rahab helped the spies to get out 
of the town. Could the spies go out at the 
gates? It was night, and the gates were 
shut. If the spies waited till the morning, 
the people of Jericho would see them going 
out, and would kill them. But Rahab found 
a way of letting the spies go. 

Her house was built on the wall of Je- 
richo, one of the w\t\4ovi%» Vcv V^t VsKwise look- 
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ed towards the green hills outside of Jericho. 
This window was high ; so Rahab took a 
rope, and tied the rope round one of the 
men, and let hira down from the window; 
and then she tied the rope round the other 
man, and let him down. 

When the men were standing on the 
ground outside the wall of Jericho, they 
called to Rahab, who w^as looking out of the 
window, and they said, ** Take that red 
rope, and bind it to your window ; bring 
your father, and mother, and brothers, and 
sisters, into your house. If they stay in it 
with you, we promise that they shall not be 
killed when the Israelites come to fight 
against this town ; but if you, or any of 
your relations are walking in the streets, when 
we come ; then, perhaps, you or they may be 
killed. Neither may you tell any other person 
about our having come here : you must keep 
it a secret.'" When the spies had said this, 
they went away, and they hid themselves 
among the hills for three days, lest the men 
of Jericho should be watching by the river 



SjSO JOSHUA5 OB BAHAB. 

to kill them. At the end of three days they 
got over the river, and came back to Joshua, 
and told him all that had happened. Joshua 
was glad to hear that the people of Jericho 
were so much frightened, and he felt sure 
that God would help him to conquer all the 
people in Canaan. 

The spies told Joshua about Rahab. They 
said, "You will know which house is Rahab's, 
because she has bound a red rope to the win- 
dow/' Joshua desired that nobody would 
kill the people in the house with the red rope 
on the window. 

Do you think that Rahab forgot to bind 
the red rope on her window? O no! she 
bound it there, and she brought her father, 
and mother, and brothers, and sisters, into her 
house ; and she did not tell any of the wicked 
people of Jericho about the spies. Nobody 
knew why she bound a red rope to her 
window. 

Do you think that Rahab felt frightened 

now ? Could she not trust the spies ? Would 

they break their word ? How Rahab must 

have thanked God tox \^\o\$v\s«i^ to save 
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her, when the people of Jericho would be 
killed ! 

My dear children, is there a day coming 
when a great many wicked people will be 
killed and burned in the fire? You have 
heard of the judgment day. Do you not 
hope that God will save you in that day? 
Then do as Rahab did. Ask God to promise 
to save you. He will save you if you ask 
him. If you are really afraid of God, as 
Rahab was, you will not do wicked things to 
make him angry ; but you will often pray to 
him to make you good, and to forgive you 
for Jesus Christ's sake. 

God will hear you, and he will remember 
his promise in the judgment-day, and he 
will not let you be hurt. 



With softest step and troubled air. 
In silence Rahab climbs the stair ; 
Screened by the darkness of the skies 
Upon the roof, with Israel's spies, 
She trembling stands ; before them falls. 
And earnestly for mercy calls. 



>i 



^^ 
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** O people, whom the Lord has led. 
Your deeds have fillM the earth with dread ; 
We've heard how once you crossed the sea, 
And how you made two nations flee. 
What pangs of terror then we felt ! 
How did the hearts of warriors melt ! 
Against your God what can we do? 
The only God, the great, the true — 
Your armies soon will tread this shore, 
O now for mercy I implore.' 



tf 



Thus Rahab pours her humble prayer j 
Nor do the spies refuse to swear 
Their kind deliverer's life to spare. 

Now gratefully poor Rahab hastes 
To bind a cord around their waists ; 
The spies observe its scarlet hue. 
And choose it for their token true ; 
Gently to earth they both descend. 
Then cry, " Let Rahab now attend ; 
This cord unto your window bind, 
So you, and those you love, shall find 
Beneath that roof a safe retreat, 
When all besides destruction meet." 

How gladly Rahab binds the thread 
Which shall from danger shield her head ; 
How quickly bids her kindred come. 
And find a refuge in her home ! 
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Is there no thread, that I may bind. 
And in the judgment mercy find ? 
Ah ! yes, the blood that Jesus shed. 
Was imag'd by that scarlet thread. 
O ! may this blood my soul adorn. 
In the tremendous judgment mom. 

Let none mistake me while I sing ; 

I speak not of an earthly thing ; 

This blood is sprinkled upon all, 

Who on their dying Saviour call ; 

By angels shall the mark be seen ; 

That sign from death their souls shall screen.' 

And I would join in Rahab's prayer. 
And cry, ** O God, my kindred spare. 
My Father, who protects my youth, 
O let him know thy power and truth ; 

1 Let us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance 
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil con- 
science. 

Elect unto obedience, and sprinkling of the 

blood of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter i. 2. 

And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the 
four winds. Matt. xxiv. 31. 
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And she, who nursed my infaocy. 
And those who share her love with me. 
Within some secret chamher hide. 
When thousands fall on every side.' 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 

JOSHUA, OR THE RIVER JORDAN. 
Joshua iii. iy. 7» 1, 11, 13. 

The people of Israel were now close to 
Canaan ; but a deep river ran between the 
wilderness and Canaan. It was called the 
river Jordan. How were the Israelites to 
get over it ? 

Could they go over in boats ? 

How could wood be got to make boats for 
so many people ? 

^ Come, my people, enter thou into thy chamhers; 
hide thyself, as it were, for a little moment, until the in- 
dignation he overpast. Isaiah zxvi. 20. 
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Could they make a bridge ? The people 
in Canaan would have shot arrows at the Is- 
raelites while they were making a bridge. 

Could they swim over ? 

How could the children and the women 
swim ? and how could they take their tents 
over ? 

God could help them to get over. How 
had they got over the Red Sea ? 

You shall hear what God told Joshua to 
do. 

Joshua rose up early in the morning, and 
he said to the people, " Look and see where 
the priests take the ark, and do you follow 
them, but do not go too near." 

Then Joshua said to the priests, " Take 
up the ark and walk on.^ 

The ark (which was a golden box) was 
covered with a blue cloth, that none might 
see it, or see the golden angels on the top. 
Two long sticks were run through little 
rings joined to the ark, and the priest held 
the ends of the sticks. 

The priests took up the ark whea Jo%\s>dA. 
bdde them. They went to tVve edi%^ <^*^ ^^ 
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'''"'' !^te dressed in ^^^*«' 

Ibey ^»erea A desired them 

^ere bare- ^^^etD, a«\f ' aW the \ 

Joshua catted t^ ^^ spoke ^^^^^ ^ ^ 

to stand «^i^- .\esaid, " Y^" ^^. ^hen 
^^^^" nder that God is govog ^ ^ry 

g^^* '' ts pot their feet m the w 

^tiuSpV.a^s:>^^;r 

.eyh^l-rtUng^--^^^^ 
j^^^'l^loshua desired the V 

Tben JO* .^,^«ater. , „oter sWO 

!• „» into tne >*«* , J ;t the water iw^ 
tbeir feet inw ^^^^ed it tne 

^8 aeon a» *^y^^_h side, and there 
VI « a watt on eacn ^,er. '■ 

*P^' th made through tb ^ , 

dry P*'^,wd along, tiU ^^ .topped^ i 

■'''"''•f .S to *' "'? , over to 
At ^ast, a^' es^^^^ 



i 



r 



THE RIVER JORDAN. 287 

Joshua had desired to stay on the cither 
side. 

Why had Joshua desired them to stay ? 

Joshua said to them, " See where the 
priests are standing : — there are great stones 
lying near them ; take up twelve great stones, 
and bring them over with you into Canaan." 
These twelve men walked through the dry 
path ; each took up a great stone in his arms, 
and carried it to the other side. Then Jo- 
shua said to them, " Put the twelve stones 
by the side of the river in Canaan." 

Why do you think the stones were to be 
put there .'^ 

It was that people might never forget this 
great wonder of making a path in Jordan. 
God knew that a long time afterwards, little 
children, would see the twelve stones, and 
would say to their fathers, " What are these 
stones for ?'* 

Then their fathers would say, " These 
stones were once at the bottom of the water ; 
but God made a path for us, and we have 
put the stones here, to keep God's kindness 
in our minds." 
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., iSod is pleased that children shouh 
^Q know the meaning of what the] 
God wishes little children to know 
his goodness, and the wonders he has ( 

All the time the twelve men were w 
through with the stones, the priests 
standing still in the river. 

At last Joshua said to the priests, *^ 
up out of Jordan f^ so the priests cai 
out of the river. As soon as the priee 
their feet on the dry land in Canaa 
water rolled back again, and the river i 
as it had done before. 

How happy the Israelites must no^ 
been ! They had wandered forty ye 
the wilderness, but at last they were, 
arrived in Canaan. God had been 
good to them, and he would help th 
fight against the wicked people of Cat 

Why did God desire that the peo 
Canaan should be killed ? Because 
went on worshipping idols, and doing i 
many wicked things, so God chose to ] 
them. 

The king of 3et\e\vo %«si \!ci& Isge 
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come over the river. He could look at them 
over his high walls. He was very much 
frightened, and so were all the people in 
Jericho. Only Rahab was not frightened : 
she knew she was safe : she believed in the 
true God. 

The priests put down the ark ; all the 
Israelites set up their tents, and waited out- 
side Jericho. Rahab's red cord could be 
seen upon her window on the wall. 

So the Israelites knew which was her house, 
and Joshua told them not to hurt the people 
who were in it. 

The gates of Jericho were kept fast shut, 
that the Israelites might not get in : no one 
in Jericho went out, and no one came in, but 
everybody kept inside the town. 

Those wicked people would never again 
walk by the river side: the day of their 
death was very near. Ah ! why did not 
they turn to God before it was too late ? 

My dear children, the day of judgment 
will come to us all at last. Now is the time 
to be sorry for our sins, and to ask God for hi& 
Holj Spirit. If childreti ViXV ^o w\ VsS^wnsj, 
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lies, quarrelling, and fighting, being be 
and disobedient, they will come to a s 
end. 

But I hope, dear children, that you ^ 
love God, and that you will be saved. 

The priests just dip their feet 
In Jordan's rapid stream ; 

The waters quick retreat- 
Like walls of silver seem. 

O ! why do Jordan's waters fly. 

And leave the stony channel dry 1 

The priests in Jordan stay. 

While IsraeVs mighty host 
With haste pursue their way. 

To Canaan's pleasant coast. 
What power restrains the flowing tide. 
While in the deep the priests abide ? 

Full long the white-rob'd band 

Wait in the depths below ; 
But when they reach the land, 

Once more tlie waters flow : 
What hand has broke the unseen chain. 
That did the waters' force restrain ? 

It is the Lord restrains 

The rapid river's tide ; 
It is the Lord unchains 

The walla on eWoftt %\^«\ 
It is the 1-oxd w\iO iVxia v»^i\3\^\aaxV 
His love to tTaoa© Yj\io\>e«t\s:\^iwV. 
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CHILD. 

O bless me, Lord, like those 

Who in the river stood ; 
A way for me unclose. 

Through this world's dangerous flood ; 
And lead me with thy numerous host 
From lowest depths to heaven's high coast.^ 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

JOSHUA, OB THE WALLS OF JEttlCHO. 
Jos. V, 13 — 15; vi. 

The children of Israel had placed their 
tents all round the city of Jericho, but they 
waited till God told them what to do. They 
could not get through the strong gates, unless 
God helped them. 

Joshua was the captain of the Israelites. 
He was a very brave man. He trusted in 

^ When thou passest through the waters, I will be with 
thee : and through the rivers, they shall not Qvet€L<v^ \^v%i5b. 
— Is. xJiii. S. 
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God to help him, and that made him 
brave. 

I will now tell you a very wonderful thing 
that happened to Joshua while he was on the 
outside of Jericho. 

One day he looked up, and he saw a man 
standing before him a little way oflFl The 
man looked as if he was a soldier, and he 
held a sword in his hand. Joshua knew 
that this man was not one of the Israelites ; 
but he could not tell who he was. 

Joshua went up to the man, and said, 
" Are you come to help us to fight ? or are 
you come to help the people of Jericho ?" 

Then the man answered, " I am come as 
captain of the army of the Lord." 

Now Joshua knew who this man was. Can 
you tell who he was ? 

He was greater than a man, greater than 
an angel. He was the Lord from heaven, 
even Jesus Christ. 

Jesus did not become a little baby for a 
long while afterwards ; but he always lived 
in heaven with his Father, and sometimes 



THE WALLS OF JERICHO. 868 

looked like a man, and came down upon>tb^ 
earth. ^ -«i^ 

Was it not very kind of the Lord Jesus 
to come down from heaven/ and speak to 
Joshua? > 

When Joshua knew who the man was; he 
fell down with his face upon the ground, ajid 
worshipped him, saying, " What will my 
Lord say to his servant ?^ 

Josihua called himself God's servant. 

Then the great captain of God's army^ 
said, ** Take your shoe off your foot, be- 
cause this is holy ground." 

Then Joshua took it off, and waited to 
know what the Lord would say to him. 

Why was the ground holy ? Because 
God was there. You know the priests 
wore no shoes when they walked in God's 
house. 

The Lord told Joshua how he was to 
fight against Jericho* 

, * And the fonn of the fouTth is like the Son of GqcL^-i- 
Dan. iii. 25. 

Whose goings forth have been ^loisi ^l «A^,Vt^\si«^<st- 
BStiDg, — A/ic. V. 2. 
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,,.!8upfa a vnay of figliting was never known 
before. You shall soon hear what the Lord 
told Joshua to do. 

When the Lord was gone back to hearen^ 
Joshua called the priests, and all the people 
of Israe], and showed them what they must 
do. Joshua told some of the priests to take 
up the ark. 

Then he called seven more priests, and 
said, ^^ Each of you must take a ram^s horu« 
and blow with it, like a trumpet, and walk 
before the ark." 

{You know that a ram is a sheep^ and 
that it has crooked horns.) Then Jo^ua 
called all the soldiers, and told them to go 
before the priest, and he told the rest of 
the people that had not swords or spears, 
(that is, the women and children,) to walk be^ 
hind the priests. 

Where were they all to walk? Joshua 
desired them to walk round the city of Je» 
richo. The soldiers with their swords and 
spears went first : next came seven prietti 
dressed in their vhite clothes, blowing with 
the ranis' horns. TVv^xv e,a.\x\^ >^^ ^^^^^ 
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carrying the ark, and behind them alllhe 
people that had no swords or spears. ^ ^'^ 

You never saw such a great number of 
people walking along. 

Before they set out Joshua told them not 
to make any shoutings, but to wait till he 
said, " Shout;' 

What is shouting? Calling out loud. 
Soldiers shout when they have conquered. 
The Israelites were not to shout till Joshua 
told them. 

They all walked once round Jericho. 

The people of Jericho heard the trum- 
pets blowing, and they saw the men with 
swords and spears. 

I dare say they thought the Israelites 
were going to shoot their arrows over the 
walls, and try and beat down the walls. 
How much frightened they must have been ! 
Rahab took care to keep in her house, with 
all her dear friends. The Israelites walked 
once round, and then Joshua brought them 
back to their tents. 
. Are you not surprised to W'^x vJek^*^ 



m 
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What was the use of walking round ? You 
will hear what happened in the end. 
- The next day, Joshua made the people 
and the priests walk round once more, and 
then brought them home. Then, next day 
after, they went round again ; and the next 
day, and the next day. Six days, one after 
the other, they walked round Jericho, and 
came home to their tents again, without 
having fought. 

The Israelites behaved well in doing as 
Joshua told them, instead of asking why 
they must walk round without fighting. 

Do you not think that the people of Je- 
richo began to laugh at the Israelites, and 
to think that they would never get into the 
city? 

At last, after six days, Joshua told the 
Israelites to get up very early in the morn- 
ing, as soon as it was light. He told them 
to walk all round as before ; but when they 
had walked round, he did not tell them to 
go back to their tents, but to walk round 
again. That day they walked round aeyen 
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times : they spent the whole day in walking 
round and round the city of Jericho. 

When they had just finished walking 
round the seventh time, Joshua said to the 
people, " Now, when the priests blow again 
with the trumpets, you may shout ; for Gocl 
has given you the city. You will soon get 
in ; you must kill all the people, except 
Rahab and her friends that are in her house ; 
you will find many beautiful things in Je- 
richo; but you must not keep anything 
yourselves ; but you must bring the cups of 
gold, and silver, and brass, and iron, to the 
Lord ; and you must not keep anything for 
yourselves. Bring all you find to the house 
of the Lord ; for God has cursed Jericho, 
and everything in it.**' 

When Joshua had done speaking, the 
priests blew again with the trumpets, and 
the people gave a great shout. At the same 
moment, the walls of Jericho fell down. How 
horrible was the crash of those great walls ! 
Now the men of Jericho saw that the day 
was come when they must die. 

The two spies ran quickly V» '^'aicssS^'^ 
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house, and brought her out, and her father, 
and mother, and brothers, and sisters, and 
led them to a safe place near the tents of 
the Israelites. Rahab and her friends brought 
all their things with them out of their house ; 
so they could make tents, and live together. 
O happy Rahab ! Now she could learn more 
about the true God ; she could see God^s 
priests offering sacrifices on the ' altar, and 
could hear how her sins might be forgiven 
by the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God, 
who would come into the world. 

But what happened to the people in Je- 
richo ? They were all killed : the men, the 
women, and the children — even the sheep, 
and cows, and all the beasts were killed ; not 
one was left alive. The Israelites killed 
them with their swords. Then they set fire 
to the houses, and burnt them all up ; but 
the cups and basins, made of gold, and silver, 
and brass, and iron, they brought to the 
priests for God's house. What would the 
priests do with the basins ? They would put 
in them the blood of the sheep and goats 
that they sacrificed ot\ \\ve «lUr. 
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All the other people in Canaan heard 
about Jericho, and they were more frighten- 
ed than before. They said, " What a great 
captain Joshua is !'^ 

But you know who was the captain that 
fought for Joshua. Who was it threw down 
the walls ? Was it not the man whom 
Joshua had seen ? He was a captain over 
thousands of angels, that filled the air, and 
obeyed all he said. The angels are stronger 
than men ; and Jesus is their captain, and 
he is God himself. He can break down walls, 
and he can build them up ; he can kill, and 
he can make alive; he can shut us up in 
hell, and he can lift us up to heaven. 

Which do you wish him to do for you, 
my dear children ? Let us pray to him to 
save us when the world is burnt up; as he 
saved Rahab when Jericho was burnt up. 



The trumpets seem to sound in vain ; 

For still the walls upright remain. 
Can those within. 
Who hear the din. 
Once apprehend 
How all will enCi'l 
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Biil the seventh time the priests walked looi 
The walls no more resist the sound. 

They totter now. 

They crack, they bow : 

Their sudden fall 

All hearts appal. 

Some take to arms, some flee away ; 
God is more swift and strong than they; 

And vain is might. 

And vain is flight ; 

For God pursues. 

And all subdues. 

CHILD. 

A trump shall sound, ('twill be the last,) 
And loud shall be that trumpet's blast : 
The dead shall wake,- 
The mountains quake« , ,i 

The sea shall roar, . , . 

The fire devour. 

God yet prolongs the day of grace, . ^ * 

That all may turn, and seek liis face.* 
.' ' ■ Still parents teach ; ' ■-. .. DT 

.;,vm... Still pastors preach I [i >|i 

And still I may , . . •; , ^ j,, j^ 

For mercy pray. . 

u^/i^j'Skd lierd is not lAack ooBeernidg hisproilisei/V 

^j^^.cov^* s)?pJww5 .but is long altering ^.^Yfpi 

^aat MiliintL^Ai anv fi2bou\4 ^wiah, but that aii d 
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But should I this sweet season lots, ' 
And God's repeated calls refuse* 

I fear to think 

Where I should sink. 

When that loud blast " 

Should sound at last. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 



JOSHUA, HIS DEATH. 



You have heard what the Israelites did to 
Jericho. There were a great many other 
cities in Canaan besides Jericho. The Is- 
raelites fought against the other cities of 
Canaan. 

All the people in Canaan heard of it, and 
were much afraid of Joshua ; but still they 
took their swords and spears, and fought 
against him. 

And who do you think conquered ? God 
' ahrays helped the Israelites ; so they always 
ic6nquered. They went all through Canaati. 
Ffrst they went to cue dX-^^Wi^^Y^S^^!^^ 
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people in it ; then they went to another city, 
and killed the people in it ; so they went to 
hundreds of cities, till they had killed almost 
all the people in Canaan. God did not 
make the walls of the other cities to fall 
down, like the walls of Jericho; but the Is- 
raelites were obliged to fight very hard be- 
fore they could get in. 

At last, Joshua said to the children of 
Israel, *^ Now the people of Canaan are 
dead, I will give you places to live in." So 
he gave to each of the Israelites a house, 
full of nice and beautiful things, and a 
garden, and a field, and a well of water. 

Now the Israelites rested. They sat down 
under the fig-trees and vines in their own 
gardens, and ate the figs and grapes that 
grew on them, and they drank water out of 
the wells in their gardens. 

Did the Israelites build their own houses ? 
No ; they lived in the houses of the people 
of Canaan. The wicked people had built 
the houses, and they had dug the wells, and 
planted the trees in the gardens :* but God 

' To give thee great and ^oodV^ c\3C\«%, >)Vk,lhv tkoa 
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had taken them away from these wicked peo- 
ple and had given them to the Israelites. 

Might God give them to whom he pleased ? 
Yes ; God made everything, and everything 
belongs to God ; and he may give things to 
whom he pleases. Sometimes he takes his 
things away from wicked people. 

When the Israelites sat in their gardens, 
they ought to have thought to themselves, 
" How kind of God to give us so much ! 
How much we ought to love him !" Has not 
God given you a great many things, my dear 
child? Ought not you to love God very 
much? 

Why did God give so many things to the 
Israelites ? Were the Israelites good ? No ; 
they were naughty. Then why was God so 
kind to them ? 

You remember the promise God had made 
to Abraham. God had said that he would 
give Canaan to his children's children. And 
did God keep his word ? O yes ! He re- 

buildedst not ; bouses full of all good things, which thou 
fiUedst not ; and wells digged, which thou. dv%%^ds»^ \^<5^-\ 
vineyards and olive trees, v?\i\c\i \\wi>x "^'KoXft.^^'^ \iSik\-— 
Deut, ri,10, 11, 
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niembered his promise, and he brought the 
Israelites into Canaan.^ So the reason God 
was so kind to the Israelites was, because he 
had promised Abraham he would be kind to 
his children* 

There was one thing which Joshua did 
not forget to do ; that was, to place the ta- 
bernacle in Canaan. He set it up in the 
middle of Canaan, at a place called Shiloh. 
Now the Israelites would not be obliged to 
move it about any more. 

Joshua told them all to come up and wor- 
ship God in the tabernacle ; but some lived so 
far off that they could not come often. So 
they came only sometimes to the tabernacle. 

God desired the Israelites not to worship 
the idols, that the wicked people in Canaan 
had made. The Israelites would find their 
idols in the fields and gardens ; and some of 
these idols were made of silver and gold ; but 
the Israelites were not to keep them, even if 
they were pretty images ; they were not to 
take the idols into their houses : but they 

' When the Lord thy God ^«S\. \AN^\)itn^<^\.^«e into 
tb6 land, which he sware unto Ih^ Ux5as»w— ^«av^.\^. 
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were to burn tbem in the fire ; 'b^ii6b<£l(cd 
hated these idols. » /el 

At last Joshua grew very old; smd he 
knew that he must die. So he called a gceait 
many of the Israelites together^ that <he 
might speak to them before he died. < 

Joshua stood near a great oak tree while 
he spoke. He said to the Israelites^ ^^ I am 
soon going to die. * Whom will you worship 
after I am dead ? Will you worship idols, 
or will you worship God, who has been so 
kind to you?'' 

Now which do you think the Israelites 
would choose to worship.? They all said, 
" We will worship God."** > 

Then Joshua said, " If yoii choose to wor- 
ship God, you must not worship idols too.''- < 

Then they answered, '*We will serve 

God.^ 

** Now,'^ said Joshua, " you have promised 
to serve God only. You must keep^ your 
promise." •'■ 

Then Joshua took a book, and wrote d^iwn 
what the people had said. Afte\:^^xd& 

^. JDeut. vii. 25, 26. ,r ^^< 
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Joshua- took a great stone, and put it under 
tUe oak, and said, '^See this stone; I have 
put it here^ to make you remember your' 
promise always.'' 

Then Joshua told all the people to go 
home. 

Very soon afterwards Joshua died. He 
was more than a hundred years old when he 
died. 

Did the Israelites keep their promise? 
Did they worship idols, or did they not ? 

At first they did not worship idols. But 
at last they grew tired of serving God, and 
began to worship idols, and to do other 
wicked things. 

My dear children, your parents have not 
taught you to worship idols, but you have 
done other naughty things. Have you never 
been disobedient, nor told lies, nor fallen into 
passions ? 

What can you do to please God ?* Speak 
the truth, obey your parents, and be very 
kind to each other. These are things that 
please God. 

^ Ve have received of us bo^ ycT>M^\.Vci'i«^»t, "wAva 
^ease God, — 1 Thess. iv.l. 
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X)o not you wish to please Gody wboMbftd-^ 
been so kind to you, and has given you foodjt 
and clothes, and a house, and kind friends^! 
and a body, and a soul, and who has even* 
given his Son to die for you ? Ask God to 
make you love him, and wish to please him* 

The Israelites no more 

Dwell in the wilderness ; 
Their wanderings are o'er j . ,^i . 

Blest Canaan they possess ; 
And, shaded from the heat. 

Beneath the spreading Tine, 
They eat the finest wheat. 

And drink the choicest wine.^ 

The Lord could not forget .. • 

How he did condescend. 
His wondrous loye to set 

On Ahrabam, his friend ;^ 
And how he promised. 

That with a mighty hand . . , 

His children should be led 

To Canaan's pleasant land. "^ 

.\ ' 

^ Amongst the provisions of Canaan are enumerated, 
" the fat of the kidneys of wheat :'' and it is added, '< thou 
didst drink the pare blood of the grape.*' — Deut. xzxii. 14; 

A Because he loTed thy fathers, therefore he chose thedr^ 
seed after them. — Deut. iv. 37. , i ^ , 

7 And he said unto Abraham, Know ot «t %\XT^\.'^,\^aa^'<5Q:^ 

seed shall be a stranger in a land tUal is uot liSasAX ^*'«».^ 

shall serve them And also tba^l lis^xXon VJVotsv >\v«S 
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Aod God has brought them there 

By his own arm alone. 
O let them never dare 

To worship gods of stone. 
If 'midst the thickest trees 

To idols they shall bend. 
At length the, Lord will ceaso 

His people to defend. 



CHILD. 

The Lord will bless me too, 

if I serve him alone. 
And mercies, like the dew. 

Shall still be poured down : 
But Satan stands by me. 

And seems an angel bright. 
And promises that he 

Will fill me with delight. 
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if I now attend 

To Satan's promise fair, 

1 shall to hell descend, 

And Satan's torments share. 
My God deserves my love. 

And he deserves the whole ; 
Then to his house above. 

Hell take my happy soul. 

serve will I judge; and afterwards shall they cc 
with great substance. — Deut. zv. 13, 14. 
' ^ Satan himself is tradsfbrmed into an angel of 
1 Cor, xi. 14. 
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A FEW PRINCIPAL QUESTIONS 



FOR THE EXAMINATION 



Of Children who have finished reading this Book. 

1. What promise did the Lord Jesus make 
to his Father a long while before Adam and 
Eve had sinned ? 

2. How used people to offer sacrifices ? 

3. Why did God desire people to offer 
sacrifices ? 

4. Why did Cain kill Abel ? 

5. Why did God drown the world ? 

6. Whom did God save when the world 
was drowned ? 

7. Whom did God desire to leave his own 
country, and to go to a land that he would 
show him? 

& What land did Gx>d promise to give to 
Abraham's children's children ? 

9. What was the name of Abraham'^s son? 

10. What were the names of Isaac^s two 
sons? 
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11. How many sons had Jacob ? 

12. What cruel thing did Joseph's brothers 
do to him ? 

13. Why did the king of Egypt make 
Joseph a great lord ? 

14. How did Joseph save people from 
starving, when scarcely any corn grew in the 
fields ? 

16. Where did Joseph ask his brothers to 
come and live ? 

16. What was Jacob's other name? 

17. Who were the Israelites ? 

18. Who desired the babies of the Israe- 
lites to be drowned ? 

19. Who found Moses in the river, and 
called him her own son ? 

20. When Moses was grown up, where 
did he wish to take the Israelites? 

21. Where did God desire Moses to go, 
when he spoke to him in the burning bush ? 

22. Why did God send ten plagues to 
king Pharaoh ? 

23. On the night that the eldest sons were 
^iJJed^ what did the Israelites eat, and what 

did they sprinkle on ihdt flioox?*'^ 
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24. What was the name of that supper ? 

25. How were Pharaoh and his servants 
killed ? 

26. How did the Israelites know which 
way to go to Canaan ? 

27. How were they fed in the wilderness ? 

28. What words did God speak very loud 
from Mount Sinai ? 

29. When Moses was alone with God on 
Mount Sinai, what did God desire him to 
make? 

30. Who was to be the high priest ? 

31. What was the ark of God ? 

32. Why did the Israelites send twelve 
spies into Canaan ? 

33. Why did the Israelites say they would 
go back into Egypt ? 

34. What punishment did God give the 
Israelites for murmuring at what the spies 
had said ? 

35. Why ought the Israelites not to have 
been afraid of the strong men in Canaan ? 

36. How did Moses and Aaron offend 
God? 
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37- Whom did Gk)d desire to take care of 
the Israelites after Moses was dead ? 

38. What was the first city in Canaan that 
the Israelites conquered ? 

-30.J Why did God bring the Israelites info 
Canaan ? 

40. Why did God desire the Israelites to 
kill the people of Canaan ? 
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^ftUESTIONS ON THE CHAPTEBS. 

1. 

Why is God called the Creator ? 

Can men or angels create things ? 

What did God create on the first day ? 

On the second day ? 

On the third day ? 

On the fourth day ? 

On the fifth day ? 

On the sixth day ? 

What was the last thing God made ? 

What did God do on the seventh day ? 

Which of the creatures can praise God ? 

IL 

Of what tree was Adam forbidden to eat? 

Who asked Eve to eat of it ? 

Why did Eve eat some ? 

To whom did Eve give some c^ x\\e ^txsSx*^ 
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What punishment did God give to the ser- 
pent? 

What punishment did he give to Eve ? 

What punishment did he give to Adam ? 

Why did not God allow Adam and Eve to stay 
in the garden of Eden ? 

What had the Son of God promised to his 
Father ? 

III. 

What were the names of the two eldest sons 
of Adam and Eve ? 

Had Adam's children naughty hearts ? 

How did God make Abel good ? 

What used Cain to do ? 

What used Abel to do ? 

How did people offer sacrifices ? 

What was the heap of stones called on which 
the lamb or kid was burnt ? 

Why did God desire people to offer sacrifices ? 

Why did God like AbePs sacrifice better than 
Cain's ? 

Why did Cain kill Abel ? 

How did Cain answer tjod when he asked him 
where Abel was ? 

What punishment did God give to Cain ? 

What wa» the name o^ k^Mctf % ^^xsc^^^t aon ? 
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IV. 

Why did God determine to drown the world ? 

How was Noah saved ? 

Did God let the wicked people know that the 
world was soon to be drowned ? 

What birds did Noah send out of the ark to 
see whether the earth was dry ? 

What promise did God make to Noah ? 

Of what should the rainbow make us think 
when we see it ? 

V. 

Whom did most of the people in the world 
pray to ? 

Whom did God choose to be his servant and 
friend ? 

Wliat was the name of Abraham's wife ? 

In what did Abraham sleep when he travelled ? 

To what land did God take Abraham ? 

What kind of people lived in Canaan ? 

Why was God pleased with Abraham ? 

What did God call him ? 

Might you be God's friend? 

VI. 

How many grandchildren and ^eat-^^ss.^- 
children did God promise to gVve NXst^^ssJ^ 
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Why did three angels come to Abraham's 
tent? 

How did Abraham treat them ? 

How soon did they say that Abraham and 
Sarah should have a son ? 

Did Sarah believe at first ? 

Did God keep his promise ? 

What was the son's name ? 

Why was God pleased with Abraham ? 

VIL 

Why did God tell Abraham to offer up his 
son as a sacrifice ? 

Would Abraham do as God told him ? 

What did Isaac say to his father as he walked 
up the hill ? 

What was it Abraham did when he was on the 
top of the hill ? 

How was Abraham hindered from killing 
Isaac? 

Why ought we to love God better than every 
one else ? 

VIII. 

Who buried Sarah ? 
Where was she bufieA? 
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^Who was Isaac's wife? ■■'-' {fiW 

What were the names of Isaac's children? -j^ 
What were their employments ? ■ ' 

Did they love God ? ' ? 

Why did Jacob leave his home, and go to 'k 

country a great way off? ' • 

What dream did he have as he slept on the 

ground ? ' 

When Jacob woke what did he do ? and wliat 

did he say to God ? 

IX. 

Who was Rachel ? 

Where did Jacob first see her ? 

What was the name of Jacob's uncle ? 

If ' 

What did Jacob do for Laban ? 

Who were Jacob's wives ? 

Had Jacob any sheep and goats of his own? 

Why did Jacob wish, to live in Canaan again ? 

T i 

X. 

Who told Jacob to go home to his father ? 
What was Jacob afraid of when he was on his 
way home ? 
What was it Jacob did w\\etv\ve'^^'8» ^^^"^ 
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How did Esau behave to Jacob when he met 
him ? 

Did Jacob ever go again to the place where he 
had seen the angels ? 

What kind things had God done for Jacob since 
he had last been there ? 

XL 

How many sons had Jacob ? 

Which was the best ? 

Which did Jacob love the best ? 

Why did not Joseph's brothers love him ? 

What did Jacob give to Joseph ? 

What two dreams did Joseph have ? 

Why did £hese dreams make the brothers an- 
gry with Joseph ? 

Why did Jacob send Joseph to his brothers 
when they were keeping sheep ? 

Where did the brothers throw him ? 

XII. 

Who passed by Joseph's brothers while fhey 
were eating near the pit ? 

What did Judah advise the brotliers to do 
with Joseph ? 

For how much did tVvey sell him ? 

What did the brotlveTs domxXv ^Q^e^^^«a.\.'\ 



THE CHAPTERS. 8tB 

Why did they dip it in blood? ' =' ^ ^>'.H 
What did Jacob think when he saw it? , ul 
How do wicked people try to hide their 
faults? , I 

XIII. 

Where was Joseph taken by the men who 
bought him of his brothers ? 
To whom did they sell Joseph ? 
How did Potiphar treat Joseph ? 
Who spoke against Joseph to Potiphar ? 
How did Potiphar punish Joseph ? 
How did the keeper treat Joseph ? 

XIV. 

What two men did Potiphar place under Jo- 
seph's care ? 

What made them look sad one morning when 
Joseph came in ? 

What was the butler's dream ? 

What was the meaning of it ? 

What was the baker's dream ? 

What was the meaning of it ? 

What was it Joseph asked the butler to dq fgr 
him ? 

Did the butler remember 3oae\^'^ 
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What is it " to be ungrateful ?" 
Who begs for us in heaven ? 

XV. 

What two dreams did Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
have one night ? 

Who advised him to send for Joseph ? 

Why was Joseph able to tell him the meaning 
of the dreams ? 

What was the meaning of the dreams ? 

What did Joseph advise the king to do to pre- 
vent people from being starved when no corn 
should grow ? 

Why did Pharaoh make Joseph the ruler over 
the people ? 

XVL 

When no com grew in the fields, to whom dici 
people go for corn? '' '^ 

Did Joseph know his brothers again when hlsl 
saw them ? . - . / 

Did they know him ? 

Why did not they know him again ? 

How did Joseph's dream about the sheaves 
me true? 
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Why did Joseph speak unkindly to his bro- 
thers ? 

What did he say they were come to see ? 

Where did he keep them for three days ? 

Whom did Joseph desire them to bring with 
them the next time they came ? 

Which of the brothers did Joseph keep in 
prison while the others went to fetch Benjamin ? 

What did Joseph desire his servants to put 
into his brothers' sacks with the corn ? 

Why were the brothers frightened when they 
found the money in their sacks ? 

Why would not Jacob let Benjamin go with 
his brothers to Egypt ? 

« 

XVIL 

Who promised Jacob to take care of Ben- 
jamin, if Jacob would let him go into Egypt ? 

What did Jacob advise his sons to take with 
them? 

When the brothers were come to Egypt where 
did Joseph's servant bring them ? 

Why were the brothers so much frightened ? 

Who told them at last who had i^xxX. \Scw<&\st<^\\fi:^ 
in the sacks ? 
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When Joseph came into the house, how did 
the brothers show their respect for him ? 

What did Joseph say when he saw Benjamin ? 

WTiy did Joseph cry ? 

Who sat at each of the three tables ? 

To which of the brothers was Joseph tlie 
most kind ? 

Were the brothers envious of Benjamin ? 

Whom was Joseph like when he was kind to 
his unkind brothers ? 

XVIII. 

What did Joseph's servant ask the brothers 
whether they had stolen ? 

What did the servant say should be done to 
that one who had stolen it? 

In whose sack was it found ? 

Who had put it in Benjamin's sack ? 

Did the servant allow Benjamin's brother to 
go home to their father ? 

Why did the brothers return to Joseph with 
Benjamin ? 

Why was Joseph pleased to see tliat they 
came back with Benjamin ? 

What did Judah ask Joseph to do, instead of 
keeping Benjamin V 
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Why did Joseph then tell his brothers who he 
was? 

Why were they frightened at hearing he was 
Joseph ? 

How did Joseph behave to them ? 

XIX. 

Whom did Pharaoh invite to live in Egypt ? 

Why was not Jacob pleased when he first 
heard that Joseph was alive ? 

What made Jacob believe at last that Joseph 
was alive ? 

How did the little children make such a long 
journey into Egypt ? 

Who met Jacob on his coming into Egypt ? 

To whom did Joseph show his old father ? 

How did Pharaoh behave to Jacob ? 

Where did Jacob and his sons live ? 

Where did Jacob desire his sons to bury him ? 

What were the brothers afraid of after Jacob 
was dead ? 

Was Joseph as kind after Jacob's death as he 
had been before ? 

What was the name of Joseph's father? 

And of Jacob's father ? 

And of Isaac's father? 
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What was the name of Abraham's wife ? 
Of Isaac's wife ? 
Of Jacob's wives ? 
How many sons had Jacob ? 
What promises had God made to Abraham^ 
Isaac, and Jacob ? 

XX. 

What was Jacob's other name ? 

What name was given to all the children, 
and grandchildren, and great-grandchildren of 
Jacob ? 

When the Pharaoh who loved Joseph was 
dead, who was the king of Egypt ? 

Why did that Pharaoh make the children d 
Israel work so very hard in making bricks ? 

What did he desire to be done to the boj 
babies of the children of Israel ? 

What was it that one of the women did wf 
her baby ? 

When she could no longer hide it, where 
she put it ? 

Who watched to see what would beconr 
the baby? 

Who found the baby ? 

What did tlie pr\ivce«& csiJ\ \\.l 
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Whom did she hire to be its nurse r 

Whose son was Moses called ? 

... » ' ? ■ 

Was Moses rich and great ? » , ' 

What promise had God made to Ahr^oam 
about his children's children ? 

XXI. 

When Moses was grown up where did he go? 

Where did Moses wish to lead the children 
of Israel? 

What did Moses find them doing ? 

Who were the taskmasters ? 
. What did Moses do to one of tliese cmel irten ? 

Was it right in Moses to kill him ? 
: , Did anybody see Moses kill him ? 

Why ^ Moses go into a country a great whqt 

What might Moses have been if he had choten 

Why did he choose rather to help the chil- 
j^^^ of Israel? 

Who once left his throne in heaven tq save 

XXII. 

When Moses ran away frotu ¥^;j^\,> th^^x^ 
did he at length rest liimseW ? 
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What kindness did Moses show to seven girls? 

What kindness did their father show to him ? 

How uged Moses to employ himself? 

What wonderful sight did he see while he was 
leading his sheep ? 

Where did God tell Moses to go ? 

Why did God determine to bring the children 
of Israel into Canaan ? 

WhsLt two wonderful things did God make 
Moses able to do ? 

Why did God make Moses able to do those 
wonderful things ? 

Who did God tell Moses should speak for him 
when he got to Egjrpt ? 

When Moses and Aaron were come to Egypt, 
what did they say to the children of Israel? 

Did the Israelites believe that God had really 
spoken to Moses ? 

Did the children of Israel wish to go to Ca- 
naan? 

XXIII. 

When Moses and Aaron asked Pharaoh to lei 
Israel go to Canaan, what did Pharaoh answer ? 
What was the first thing Moses and Aaron 
did to show Pharaoh tlial Go^ V^ ^%^\.^(5w«fii1 
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Why did God turn the water into blood ? 
Repeat the six plagues I have told you of. 

XXIV. 

When the dreadful storm came> how did some 
people escape being hurt ? 

What are locusts ? 

When the three days' darkness came, where 
was it light ? 

When Pharaoh wished the plagues to be taken 
away, who asked God to take them away ? 

What was the last plague ? 

Why did the Israelites mark their doors with 
blood? 

What were they doing when Pharaoh sent 
them away? 

Why did God desire the Israelites to eat a 
lamb in the night every year ? 

What was that supper called ? 

Why was it called the Passover ? 

Why was the lamb of the Passover like Jesus? 

Can you repeat the ten plagues ? 

Is there any place where there are worse 
plagues than those ten plagues ? 

XXV. 

How did the Israelites knovr yj\\\<^ ^^^ ^'^ 
way to Canaan ? 
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Who tried to overtake the Israelites after they 
had left Egypt ? 

How did they cross the Red Sea ? 

Why could the Israelites see their way clearly 
in the night ? 

Why could not Pharaoh and his men see well 
also? 

Why were Pharaoh and his men frightened 
when they were in the middle of the sea ? 

What became of Pharaoh and his men ? 

What did the sea toss up the next morning 
on the side of the sea where the Israelites were? 

How did the Israelites show that they were 
thankful to God for saving them ? 

Who wishes to keep our souls from going to 
heaven ? 

XXVI. 

What sort of place was the wilderness ? 

How did the Israelites behave when they had 
nothing to eat ? 

How did God feed them ? 

Why were the Israelites obliged to pick up 
the manna very early ? 

What became of the manna if it was kept to 
the next day ? 
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How did the Israelites behave when they had 
nothing to drink ? 

How did God give them water ? 

xxvn. 

Whom did God desire to come up the moun- 
tain, that he might speak to him ? 

Why were rails put round the mountain ? 

What was seen upon the mountain when God 
came down upon it ? 

What words did the people hear God speak in 
a very loud voice ? 

Why did the people wish never to hear that 
voice again ? 

How long did Moses stay on the top of the 
mountain, alone with God ? 

What did God give to Moses when he had 
done talking with him ? 

xxvin. 

What did the Israelites do when they were 
tired of waiting for Moses ? 

Who made the calf? 

Who told Moses what the Israelites were 
doing? 

l^Tio begged God not to \l\\\ \)cv^\xv'^ 
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Why did Moses throw down the tables of 
stone ? 

What did Moses do with the calf? 

What did he desire some of the people to do 
with their swords ? 

Did God' give the people any other punish- 
ment? 

When Moses stayed with God on the moun- 
tain forty days more, what glorious sight did 
God show him ? 

Why were the Israelites afraid to come near 
him when he came down again ? 

Why was his face bright ? 

When do you hope to shine, as Moses did ? 

XXIX. 

When Moses was on the top of the mountain, 
what did God tell Moses to make ? 

What did the Israelites give to Moses to make 
the house of? 

How did two men know how to make so beau- 
tiful a house ? 

Why was not this house fastened to the 
ground ? 

What was this house chilled ? 
What were the waWs o^ t\ve \vo\y^^ xasA'^ ^S.^ 
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What was thrown over the top of the house ? 

What kind of a door was there ? 

How many rooms were there in the taber- 
nacle ? 

Tell me the three things in the first room. 

What was burnt on the golden alttt* ? 

What was placed on the golden table ? 

How many lamps were there in the candle- 
stick ? 

What was the little room called ? 

What was there in it ? 

What was inside the ark ? 

What was the top of the ark called ? 

Where did the cloud of God sit in this little 
room? 

What made this room light ? 

What made the other room light ? 

What makes heaven light ? 

What was placed round the court of the ta- 
bernacle ? 

What two things were placed in the court ? 

What was to be burned upon the altar of 
brass ? 

Who was to wash in the V>ias>% >ft^"^\w't 



332 QUESTIONS ON 

Who was to be the high priest ? 

Where might the high priest go only once a 
year? 

What clothes was Aaron to wear ? 

What was to be written on Aaron's mitre ? 

Who was to help Aaron to offer sacrifices ? 

What sort of clothes were they to wear ? 

Who set up the tabernacle ? 

On what did Moses pour oil ? 

What was this pouring of oil called ? 

What was seen upon the tabernacle after it 
was set up ? 

Why ought the Israelites to have been very 
happy ? 

What sacrifice was offered every morning and 
every evening on the brass altar ? 
What was it the priests never let go out ? 
Who ate the shew-bread when it was taken 
from the golden table ? 

Who might go into the tabernacle ? 
Who is our high priest ? 
What is he doing for us in heaven ? 
When did tVie \«\e«»\& blow the silver trum- 
pets ? 
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Who carried the ark ? 

What sweet land do we hope to reach ? 

XXXII. 

Why did Moses send twelve men into Ca- 
naan? 

What did these men bring back with them ? 

What sort of a land did the spies say that 
Canaan was ? 

What sort of people did the spies say lived in 
Canaan ? 

What were the names of the two good 
spies ? 

Why ought not the Israelites to have been 
afraid of the people of Canaan ? 

What was Moses doing when God spoke to 
him from the tabernacle ? 

How did God say that he would punish the 
Israelites for their wickedness ? 

Would the little children die in the wilder- 
ness ? 

Would any of the grown-up people be allowed 
to go into Canaan ? 

How many years would it be before tl\e W 
raelites would go into CanaatvlJ 



334 au£STioKs on 

XXXIII. 

How did the people behave when they had uo 
water to drink ? 

How did God desire Moses to bring water out 
of the rock ? 

What was it Moses did instead of speaking to 
the rock ? 

What did Moses and Aaron say as they stood 
by the rock ? 

How did God say that he would punish them ? 

Was Moses often angry ? 

Was Moses meek? 

How would a meek child behave if he were 
ill-treated ? 

Who went with Aaron to the top of the hill 
when he was to die ? 

What clothes did Aaron wear ? 

Upon whom did Moses put the clothes just 
before Aaron died ? 

Why did Moses put the clothes on Aaron's 
son? 

Who was the high priest when Aaron was 
dead? 

XXXIV. 

How did the Israelites behave when God made 
them stay a long w\v\\e Viv xYve VYVietx^.^^-^ 
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What living creatures did God send to punish 
thera? 

What did God desire Moses to do to cure the 
people who were bitten ? 

Who has made our souls ready to die? 

When did Satan first make people's souls 
naughty ? 

At whom must we look that our souls may 
live ? 

Are we to look at Jesus with the eyes of our 
body? 

What do you mean by " looking at Jesus ?" 

XXXV. 

What did Moses write down in five books ? 

How did Moses know what to write? 

Whom did Moses desire to read his books to 
the children of Israel ? 

Who was to take charge of the people when 
Moses was dead? 

Why did God desire Moses to go up to the 
top of a high mountain before he died ? 

Who buried Moses ? 

How used God to talk to Moses ? 

If you are like Moses, what sKa.IV ^jws. K^^ 
doing when you are grown up? 
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XXXVI. 

What city did the Israelites see an the other 
side of the river ? 

Why did Joshua send tiro spies to Jericho ? 

To whose house did thej go ? 

Who sent to Rahab's house to look for them ? 

Where had Rahab hid them ? 

What promise did Rahab ask the spies to make 
her ? 

How did the spies come out of Jericho ? 

Why did they desire Rahab to bind the red 
rope to her window ? 

In what day do you hope God will save you ? 

XXXVII. 

What would the Israelites have to cross before 
they could get into Canaan ? 

What did Joshua desire the priests to do ? 

What happened when the priests put their 
feet into the river Jordan ? 

Where did the priests stop while the people 
were crossing the river ? 

Why did Joshua desire twelve men to take up 
twelve stones from the river, and to place them 
//) Canaan ? 
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When did the water of the river cover up the 
dry path again ? 

How long had the Israelites been travelling 
through the wilderness ? 

Who were the only persons in Jericho whom 
God meant to save ? 

Why did God desire the Israelites to kill the 
other people in Jericho ? 

XXXVIII. 

Who was the man with a sword that Joshua 
saw near Jericho ? 

Who told Joshua how to conquer Jericho ? 

Who was to blow the rams' horns ? 

How many days did the Israelites walk round 
Jericho ? 

How many times did they walk round on the 
seventh day ? 

What did the people do jtist before the walls 
fell down ? 

What did the priests do Just before the walls 
fell down ? 

What became of the people of Jericho ? 

What became of the city of Jericho ? 

What day does the buvmtv^ cv^ ^^\vOcsa ^ros^*^ 
you think of? 
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XXXIX. 

What did Joshua give to the Israelites afler 
the people in Canaan were all killed ? 

Why did God give so much to the Israelites ? 

Why did God desire the Israelites to kill the 
people of Canaan? 

Where did Joshua place the tabernacle ? 

What had God desired the Israelites to do 
with the wicked people's idols ? 

What question did Joshua ask the Israelites 
before he died ? 

What promise did the Israelites make to Jo- 
shua ? 

Why did Joshua place a stone under the oak- 
tree? 

Why ought we to love God, and to try and 
please him ? 



VERSES OF SCRIPTURE. 



The following verses are applicable to the pre- 
ceding lessons, and one of them may be learned 
by heart afler each lesson has been taught to the 
little pupils. 

The titles prefixed may be useful in reminding 
the children of the subjects of the verses. 

It is recommended that the pupils should not 
be required to name the parts of ^ Scripture 
whence the verses are taken. 



1. How long God was in making the world. 

In six days the Lord made heaven, and earth, 
the sea, and all that in them is, awCi te.%Xft^ ^^ 
seventh day. — Ex. xx. 11. 
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2. Who are the devits children. 
He that committeth sin is of the devil ; for 
the devil sinneth from the beginning. — 1 John 
iii. 10. 

3. About Cain. 
Cain was of that wicked one, and slew his 
brother. — 1 John iii. 12. 

4. About the flood. 
(God) spared not the old world, but saved 
Noah, the eighth person, a preacher of right- 
eousness, bringing in the flood upon the world 
of the ungodly. — 2 Pet. ii. 5. 

5. Who are Gods friends. 
Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I com- 
mand you. — John xv. 14. 

6. How Abraham pleased God. 
(Abraham) believed in the Lord; and he 
counted it to him for righteousness. — Gen. 
XV. 6. 



7. Who loves God. 
He that hat\\ my cor(VEa^.tvd\\veut&t and keepeth 
them, he it is t\\at\oNexVvme-— ^^wtIvs.^V 
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8. How safe the riglUeous are. 
The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, 
and his ears are open unto their prayers. — 1 Pet. 
iii. 12. 

9. How happy the righteous are. 
Blessed is every one that feareth the Lord ; 
that walketh in his ways. — Ps. cxxviii. 1. 

10. Jacob's thanks to God for keeping his kind 

promises, 
I am not worthy of the least of all the mer- 
cies, and of all the truth, which thou hast 
shewed unto thy servant. — Gen. xxxii. 10. 

11. What a wicked man thinks when he is doing 

wickedness. 
He hath said in his heart, ** God hath for- 
gotten : he hideth his face : he will never see 
it."— Ps. X. 11. 

12. How God tvill punish liars. 
All liars shall have their part in the l^ke which 
burneth with fire and brimstone. — Rev. xxi. 8, 

13. What the Lord promises to do for the 

righteous. 
I will be with him in trouble •• \. v^*'^ ^'^v^'k^ 
him, and honour him. — Ps. xc\, \^« 
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14. The Lord likes men to be patient. 
The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, 
to the soul that seeketh him. — Lam. iii. 25. 



15. Who it is that makes all things happen. 
The Lord maketh poor and maketh rich : he 
bringeth low and lifteth up. — 1 Sam. ii. 7. 

16. How God saves the righteous and punishes 

the wicked* 
The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and 
the wicked cometh in his stead. — Prov. xi. 8. 

1 7. About forgiving others. 
If any man have a quarrel against any; as 
Christ forgave you, so also do ye. — Col. iii. 13. 

18. About the kindness of the Lord. 
Thou, Lord, art good and ready to forgive; 
and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call 
upon thee. — Ps. Ixxxvi. 5. 

19. How the young should behave to the old. 

Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and 
honour the face of tUe o\d mau, and fear thy 
God. — Xrcv. xix. o2. 
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20. W/tat the righteous man does in his trouble. 
As for me, I will call upon God, and the Lord 
shall save me. — Ps. Iv. 1 6. 

21. The choice of the righteous, 
I had rather be a door-keeper in the house of 
my God, than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
— Ps. Ixxxiv. 10. 

22. Why God sent Moses to bring the children of 

Israel out of Egypt. 
He remembered his holy promise, and Abra- 
ham his servant. — Ps. cv. 42. 



23. Whom we should fear. 
Thou,-even thou, art to be feared ; and who 
may stand in thy sight when once thou art 
angry ? — Ps. Ixxvi. 7. 



24. How terrible God is to the uncked. 
It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God. — Heb. x. 51. 

25. Hoiv God destroyed Pharaoh and his servants. 
Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea 
covered them : they sank as \ea\\. \w \\\^ mx'^V^ 
waters, — Ex, xv. 10. 
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26. Ham: God rtiiettd ike thirsty Israeliies. 

He (Ja^e the rocks in the wildemess, and gave 
them drink as out of the great depths. — Ps. 
IxxviiL 15. 

27. Wkai God wished ike Isradiies to do. 

that there were suc^h a heart in them, that 
they would fear me, and keep all my command- 
ments always! — Deut. y.29. 

28. How ^ Israelites behaved to God, 
They forgat God their Saviour, which had 

done great things in EgypU — Ps. cvi. 21. 

29. About ^ glorious light if heaven. 
And there shall be no night there ; and they 

need no candle, neither light of the sun; for 
the Lord God giveth them lighu — ^Rev. xxiL 5. 

30. Where God promised to dwell, 

1 will dwell among the children of Israel, and 
will be their God. — Exod. xxix. 45. 

31. About the Lanib, who died for us. 
Behold the Lamb o£ God, which taketh away 
the sin of the wor\d. — 3o\vyv*\.^^. 
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32. How the Israelites behaved when the spies 
came back from vieiving the land. 

They despised the pleasant land, they believed 
not (God's) word : but murmured in their tents, 
and hearkened not unto the voice of the Lord. — 
Ps. cvi. 24, 25. 

32^, A prayer to be kept from sinful words* 
Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth ; keep 
the door of my lips. — Ps. cxli. 3. 

34. Why the serpent of brass was like Christ* 
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil- 
derness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up : that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life. — John iii. 14, 15. 

35. How God shows his love when people sin. 
As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. — 

Rev. iii. 19. 



36. What we mtist now do, if we hope to be saved 

in the judgment-day. 
Seek righteousness, seek meekness : it may 
be ye shall be hid in the day o^ \Xvfe \^«t^^ 
anger, — Zeph, ii, 3. 
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87. When tee ought to seek for mercy from God. 
Seek ye the Lord while he may be found; 
call ye upon him while he is near. — Isa. Iv. 6. 

38. What sliall become at last of the wicked. 
Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, 
and let the wicked be no more. — Psal. civ. 35. 

39. Praise to God for his goodness. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
his benefits : who forgiveth all thine iniquities, 
who healeth all thy diseases. — Ps. ciii. 2, 3. 



THE END. 
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